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Bee the change
Solar farm developers join 
with ecologists to create pol-
linator-friendly environments.  
                                      A3

Fall sports
High school sports this sea-
son is a mixed bag. Herald 
sports editor Adam Aucoin 
says, “This year is anything 
but normal.” One thing’s sure: 
Players excited to be back on 
the field.  B1 

Free gift cards 
snatched up

Reopening pleases school officials

Mascot debate takes stage

By ERIC BLAISDELL
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A pro-
gram by the state offering 
$30 “buy local” gift cards 
ran out of money after a few 
hours Tuesday.

Gov. Phil Scott started 
his Tuesday news confer-
ence touting the program 
aimed at getting money 
back into the economy and 
supporting local businesses. 
The governor said residents 
could go online and ask for 
a gift card that could be 
used at more than 1,300 
Vermont businesses. The 
program used $425,000 in 
federal CARES Act dollars 
to help with the economic 
damage caused by the novel 

coronavirus pandemic.
“While it’s not nearly 

enough, it’s a start,” he said.
Residents could start 

applying for the gift cards at 
11 a.m. Tuesday. A reporter 
covering the news confer-
ence told the governor he 
had signed up for a gift 
card, but had not received a 
notification that his request 
had been accepted after 
about an hour. Residents 
had to submit an email 
address or a phone number 
to receive a coupon code.

Lindsay Kurrle, secretary 
of the Agency of Commerce 
and Community Develop-
ment, said there was great 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

The first day of school under 
new pandemic protocols kicked 
off Tuesday largely without a hitch, 
according to area superintendents 
and administrators.

But while students returned to 
school, not all were in the class-
room. Reopening plans vary from 
district to because of the Scott 
administration’s decision not to 
provide a coordinated statewide 
strategy.

As a result, the weeks leading up 
to reopening have seen increased 
frustration, anxiety and confusion 
among families, teachers and 
administrators alike.

Last week, the Vermont-NEA, the 
state’s largest union representing 
more than 13,000 teachers and 
school workers, gave the state a 
D+ on overall preparation for 
reopening.

“Vermont educators and admin-
istrators have been working dili-
gently to develop their local plans 
for reopening schools, but without 
a statewide approach and ade-
quate state resources to properly 
implement these plans, health and 
safety measures vary widely,” Ver-
mont-NEA president Don Tinney 
said in statement delivered to at a 
Thursday news conference.

The result was what he called a 
“patchwork of standards without 
consistency.”

But how did things look on the 
ground Tuesday morning?

I n  R u t l a n d ,  B i l l  O l s e n , 

superintendent of Rutland City 
Public Schools, was pleased so far.

“I visited a number of classrooms 
this morning,” he said. “Kids are 
doing extremely well with masks 
and distancing, from the youngest 
to the oldest. It’s impressive to see.”

RCPS opened with in-person 
instruction five days a week for 
grades K-9. Grades 10-12 are on 
an alternating in-person/remote 
schedule.

Olsen said he planned to visit 
every building by the end of the 
day. In his travels, he said he had 
heard “high praise” for district 
maintenance staff “and all they 

did to help us be ready for this 
moment.”

He said he is aware that staff and 
families expect “conscientious and 
thorough” health protocols, and he 
plans to deliver.

“We will be trying to get into a 
good routine for health screenings 
so that we can be efficient,” he said, 
adding that he expects the routine 
to improve over time.

Olsen said he had not yet seen 
the Vermont-NEA report card, but 
noted that Rutland Education Asso-
ciation President Sue Tanen “has 
been one of the key members of 
our district team in the planning 
process for reopening.”

To the west in the Slate Valley 
Unified School District, Superin-
tendent Brook Olsen-Farrell said 
the district had a “successful start.”

S la te  Val ley  reopened for 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

The Board of Aldermen is look-
ing at putting a resolution dealing 
with the Rutland High School mas-
cot on the March ballot.

A movement to change the 
“Raider” mascot because of ste-
reotypes evoked by the name and 
associated with indigenous imagery 
has generated controversy in recent 
weeks, and Alderman Thomas 
DePoy said Tuesday he thought it 
should go to a vote, and moved 
to have the General Committee 
discuss the resolution and make a 
recommendation to the full board 

about whether to hold a 
referendum.

“I believe the voters 
of the city of Rutland 
would like to vote on 
this,” DePoy said. “I 
don’t believe this is an 
issue that should be 
decided by the Board 
of School Commissioners 
or the Board of Aldermen or 
any other board.”

Alderwoman Melinda Humphrey 
said the School Board had the 
subject on their own agenda for 
that night and that an aldermanic 
committee meeting seemed like an 

“awkward” place to discuss 
it.

“I’m not disinter-
ested in this topic,” 
she said. “I just don’t 
think it belongs here.”

Davis  noted the 
aldermen were inca-

pable of changing the 
board’s decision, and 

a referendum would be 
non-binding, but she still saw value 
in an advisory vote.

“There are opportunities that 
sometimes get missed to allow the 
public an opportunity to weigh in,” 
she said.

Davis noted that some people 
were advocating for keeping the 
“Raider” name but doing away with 
the indigenous imagery. The nick-
name was once the “Red Raiders,” 
with a picture of a tribal chief serv-
ing as the mascot, but the “Red” has 
since been removed and the chief 
has given way to an arrowhead logo.

“Raider means a lot of things,” 
Davis said. “There are also Raid-
ers that are soldiers and all sorts of 
things. Is it a name change we need 
or a symbol change?”

Davis argued the outcome of a 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A hen mallard takes off from Jones Mill Pond in Brandon on Tuesday afternoon.

FLIGHT TIME

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Otter Valley Field Hockey Coach Jodie Keith takes the temperature of freshman goalie Lily Morgan, of Florence, at the beginning of their first practice 
of the year, on Tuesday afternoon at Otter Valley Union High School in Brandon.

“Parents, staff and students alike were all very 
cooperative with the new protocols.  We found that 

many were just happy to be back.” 
Brook Olsen-Farrell,,

 Slate Valley Unified School District, Superintendent
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