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“There’s no reason to 

prevent members of 

Congress, including 

critical ones, from 

coming, seeing and 

learning, offering 

them every possible 

briefing.”

Dan Shapiro, U.S. ambassador 
to Israel under President 

Barack Obama, commenting 
on the decision by Israel, 
encouraged by the Trump 

administration, not to allow U.S. 
Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., and 
Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mi., to 

travel to Israel. — A10

New season
Rutland’s Paramount Theatre 

announces its lineup of head-

liners through May 2020.  A3 

Dem dropout
Former Colorado governor 

John Hickenlooper ended his 

long-shot bid for the Demo-

cratic presidential nomina-

tion, saying he will return to 

his home state and might 

challenge Republican Cory 

Gardner for his U.S. Senate 

seat.  A6

Tonight
WHISPER

Classic rock and country cover 

band. 9 p.m. to midnight. Holiday Inn, 

476 Holiday Drive, Rutland, sethla-

fountain87@gmail.com.

STAFF REPORT

The Vermont Drug Task Force 
says it has arrested 59 people in a 
weeks-long drug sweep, three of 
them are from central Vermont. 
Seventeen of them were in Rutland 
County.

According to a news release, 
those arrested were charged with 
selling and distributing heroin, fen-
tanyl, cocaine and crack cocaine as 

well as other crimes.
“The Drug Task Force conducts 

hundreds of investigations annu-
ally into various levels of illegal 
drug activity and is committed to 
aggressively pursuing those peo-
ple who sell or distribute these 
poisonous drugs, or who aid indi-
viduals who are selling them,” the 
release stated. “These drugs are 
dangerous to the person taking 

them and invite violence into our 
communities.

“At the same time, the Vermont 
State Police is equally committed 
to helping individuals find treat-
ment for their addiction, and to 
assisting them on their path to 
recovery. During this operation, 
the task force partnered with the 
Vermont Department of Health to 
provide information on treatment 

and recovery services to those who 
have a drug dependency.”

The vast  majority  of  those 
arrested were from the southern 
or northern part of the state.

Seventeen of the arrests were in 
Rutland County, most in the city.

Zachar y  Lapoint ,  29 ,  and 
Theodore Thompson, 44, both 

Vt. Drug Task Force nabs 59

Fire displaces Westside family
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

WEST RUTLAND — The 
former home of Rosmus 
Bakery on Clarendon Ave-
nue caught fire early Thurs-
day afternoon, resulting in 
an almost five-hour battle, 
according to fire officials.

For tunate l y,  Deputy 
Nathan Webster and Lt. 
James Bennick,  of  the 
Rutland County Sheriff’s 
Department, were right 
next door on a call when 
neighbor Mike Chaloux 
and his brother-in-law Tim 
Murray smelled smoke as 

they unloaded a U-Haul in 
their adjacent driveway.

Chaloux said homeowner 
Greg Felion was in the 
shower, and his children 
had already walked over 
to Chaloux’s house when 
neighbors noticed the fire 
at 254 Clarendon Ave.

“We looked around, and 
saw on the very corner over 
there, there was smoke,” 
Chaloux said. “I ran in 
there shouting ‘Greg! You 
got to get out! Your house 
is on fire!’”

“We turned around and 
the house was on fire,” 

said Bennick, who stayed 
to direct traffic while fire-
fighters battled the blaze. 
“Smoke was rolling down 
the side of the house, and 
Deputy Webster ran in 
to make sure no one was 
inside.”

Chaloux said Felion ran 
back inside the house to res-
cue his dogs before taking 
shelter on Chaloux’s porch.

West Rutland Volunteer 
Fire Department Second 
Assistant Chief Tom Lacz 
said firefighters got the 

City considers 
firetruck swap

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Chief James Larsen wants 
to trade in a firetruck.

The chief told the Public 
Safety Committee on Thurs-
day that Engine 2, a 2014 
Pierce Velocity pumper, was 
larger than the department 
wanted or needed, but the 
city might be able to trade 
it for a truck better-suited 
to Rutland at no cost. The 
committee voted unani-
mously to recommend that 
the full Board of Aldermen 
authorize the chief to begin 
the process with Adiron-
dack EVG and Ferrara Fire 
Apparatus, with a require-
ment that he come back to 
the board for final approval 
of any deal.

Larsen and several other 
firefighters came to the 
meeting after responding to 
a fire in West Rutland, and 
displayed Engine 2 along-
side the smaller, newer 
Engine 4 in the parking lot 
behind City Hall.

“If you look at the right 
rear tires, you’re going to 
see all sorts of scuff marks 
because it’s impossible not 
to hit curbs with this thing,” 
he said.

Larsen said the truck 
could not make it down 

Killington Avenue along-
s ide oncoming traff ic . 
Firefighter Mike Roy said 
the truck was impractical 
during the Baxter Street 
fire — its configuration 
required firefighters to hop 
up and down on the vehicle 
repeatedly.

“It’s a worker’s comp 
claim waiting to happen,” 
Board President Sharon 
Davis said.

Larsen also noted that 
the firefighter’s union 
objected to the size and 
configuration of the truck 
before it was purchased.

In the course of designing 
the city’s new ladder truck, 
Larsen said representatives 
of Adirondack, the broker, 
said they could probably 
sell Engine 2 for enough 
money that purchase of a 
smaller truck would be a 
“net-zero” deal. This claim 
drew skepticism from some 
of the board members. 
Alderwoman Melinda Hum-
phrey noted that the city 
had seen a run of bad luck 
with bids coming in higher 
than expected. Larsen said 
the city would not sign any-
thing unless Adirondack 
got a sale price that covered 

Letter prompts confusion
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CLARENDON — The 
Planning Commiss ion 
has warned a number of 
property owners that they 
reside in what the state had 
deemed a “river corridor,” 
though commissioners 
aren’t sure what that means. 
The state, likewise, isn’t 
sure what document the 
commission is referencing.

“This came up because 

I’ve gotten a number of 
calls from people con-
cerned about the letter that 
was sent by the Planning 
Commission,” Administra-
tive Assistant to the Select 
Board, Janet Arnold, said at 
a board meeting on Mon-
day. “Basically, the Planning 
Commission sent a letter 
that does actually muddy 
the waters a bit.”

A copy of the letter pro-
vided to the Herald by the 

Select Board reads in part, 
“Recently, the enclosed list 
of Clarendon properties, 
which was prepared by the 
Vermont Agency of Natural 
Resources (ANR), was sent 
to the Clarendon Planning 
Commission. The Agency 
has determined that at 
least a portion, if not all, 
of the properties on this 
list are within something 

See Sweep, page  A5

‘RIVER CORRIDORS’

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Julie Butler, center, in orange, wins the pie-eating contest as Katie Kain cheers her on 
(hands in the air) during a U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service retreat Thursday at Branbury 
State Park on Lake Dunmore in Goshen.

PIE-FACED AT BRANBURY

See Truck, page  A5See Letters, page  A5

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

West Rutland firefighters use the ladder truck to knock down a blaze at 254 Clarendon Ave. on Thursday afternoon.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Rutland Town firefighters try to knock down a blaze at 254 
Clarendon Ave. on Thursday afternoon in West Rutland.See Westside, page  A10


