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Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Wardwell key
Standing 6-foot-2, with the 
ability to dominate down low 
and step out for a mid-range 
jumper, Springfield’s Gabby 
Wardwell is a college coach’s 
dream.  B1

High on herbs
This week’s Herald Food 
page focuses on the use of 
herbs to highten your soup 
experience, which in a cold 
season will warm the heart 
and satisfy the appetite.  B6

Vaccine likely in Vt. soon

NAACP elects 
new leader

Board OKs Benson school change

By ERIC BLAISDELL
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The state’s 
top health official says Vermont 
should receive its first round of 
vaccine doses next week for the 
novel coronavirus.

Also, the state will roll out a new 
text-based method to assist con-
tact-tracing efforts.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s regular 

Tuesday news conference, Dr. Mark 
Levine, Vermont’s health commis-
sioner, said the state is set to receive 
5,850 doses of the vaccine some 
time next week, though the time-
line is subject to change. Levine 
said the state will receive more, but 
the supply is limited so it will take 
a while for the state to get enough 
doses for everyone.

Though the state will get nearly 

6,000 doses of the vaccine, the 
commissioner said that doesn’t 
mean that many people will get 
vaccinated because two doses are 
needed per person.

Levine said the doses will be 
split among high-risk health care 
workers and residents and staff of 
long-term care facilities. He said he 
expects vaccination clinics to take 
place at such facilities starting Dec. 
21.

W h i l e  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e 

administrative fees from compa-
nies offering to give residents the 
vaccine, Levine said cost will not 
prevent someone from getting the 
vaccine.

The governor said it will take 
months for the state to receive 
enough doses for everyone so resi-
dents need to remain vigilant and 
follow the state’s guidelines to help 
stem the spread of the virus.

By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

With the departure of 
founding president Tabitha 
M o o r e ,  M i a 
Schultz, of Ben-
nington, will take 
over leadership 
of  the Rutland 
area branch of the 
NAACP at the start 
of the new year.

In a statement 
announcing the 
transition, Schultz 
called the position a 
“profound honor.”

“I will be driven by the 
guidance and the knowl-
edge of Tabitha and the 
members who have built 
this organization from the 
beginning. It is a collabora-
tive effort to make a change 
in our communities and I 
am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve,” she said.

This week, Schultz said 
she was “totally surprised” 
when Moore asked her to 
consider the position of 
president.

In September, Moore 

said she was planning to 
move from Rutland County 
because she was being 
racially harassed.

Schultz said she 
had reached out 
and asked what she 
could do to help. 
She said Moore 
asked her to be 
the next president 
of  the  Rut land 
NAACP.

“It  was  a  sur-
prise. It took me 

aback. It took my 
breath away for a minute,” 
Schultz said. “It’s been a 
journey, honestly. It’s been 
such a journey of discov-
ery for myself, too, to be 
faced with such a daunting 
position.”

Schultz said she consid-
ered the ancestors who 
came before her like W.E.B. 
Du Bois, Rosa Parks, Thur-
good Marshall and Moore.

“You think,  ‘Oh,  my 
goodness, can I do that?’ 
Tabitha thought I could 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

B E N S O N  —  M i d -
dle-schoolers here will head 
out of town next fall.

The Slate Valley Unified 
School District  School 
Board voted unanimously 
Monday evening to realign 
Benson Village School to 
serve grades pre-K-6 begin-
ning July 1, 2021. Seventh 
and eighth-graders will have 
in-district school choice, 

which includes Fair Haven 
Grade School, Castleton 
Village School and Orwell 
Village School.

SVUSD serves the towns 
of Fair Haven, Castleton, 
Hubbardton, Benson, West 
Haven and Orwell.

Last month, Superinten-
dent Brooke Olsen-Farrell 
announced a plan to consol-
idate district schools during 
the coming two years. In 
addit ion to real igning 

BVS, the plan will bring 
all district seventh- and 
eighth-graders to the Fair 
Haven Union High School 
campus to create a unified 
middle school by fall 2022. 
That same year, the district 
will close Castleton Vil-
lage School, sending CVS 
sixth-graders to Castleton 
Elementary.

At the time, Olsen Farrell 
said realigning BVS would 
save the district roughly 

$160,000 annually, closing 
CVS would save the district 
another $170,000 annually 
in operational costs and 
middle school consolida-
tion would see a reduction 
of approximately 20 to 25 
staff members for a savings 
of “well over a million dol-
lars” for the district.

“It’s about offering every-
body similar educational 
opportunities,” Olsen-Far-
rell said. “And while Benson 

is a wonderful, little school 
and I admire what the 
staff has done for our stu-
dents, right now we have 
two teachers teaching five 
grade levels, and it’s just not 
sustainable. They’re doing 
a fantastic job, but that’s 
not sustainable in the long 
run.”

BVS currently has 56 
students in grades pre-K 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Artist Lopi LaRoe, of Rutland, is nearly finished working on a mural commissioned by Rob DiTursi of Cross Fit Rising Star to adorn the side of the 
gym across from the West Ridge Center in Rutland City. The purpose of the mural is to launch a chapter of The Phoenix, an addiction recovery 
program in Rutland. See the complete story on page A3.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Amish bales of hay dry in a farm field just over the Vermont border in Whitehall, N.Y., 
on Monday afternoon. Modern farm machinery is proscribed by the Amish so many 
farm chores in a simple non-mechanized manner.

NEW MURAL IN CITY
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 

5,850 doses could be here next week

RUTLAND COUNTY BRANCH

Schultz

See NAACP, page  A5

See Benson, page  A5

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

FAIR HAVEN — The 
local rescue squad has 
informed the town that 
it plans to ask voters for a 
steep increase in funds this 
year.

John Seighman, a mem-
ber of  the Fair  Haven 
Rescue Squad Board of 
Directors and liaison to the 

town Select Board, told the 
selectmen at a Dec. 1 meet-
ing that the squad intends 
to raise its per capita rate 
to $48.

The Fair Haven Rescue 
Squad serves Fair Haven, 
West Haven, Benson and 
Hubbardton. It asks voters 
at Town Meeting Day to 
appropriate an amount of 
money based on a town’s 

population.
According to Fair Haven 

Town Manager Joe Gun-
ther, the current rate, set in 
2018, is $20 per capita.

Seighman said at the 
meeting that for many 
years, baring years when 
there was an equipment 
purchase, the rate was left at 

FAIR HAVEN

Rescue squad to go to voters

See Rescue, page  A5

See Vaccine, page  A5


