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“They know more 

facts are going to 

be delivered that are 

absolutely damning 

to the President of 

the United States.”

California Democrat Rep. Ted 
Lieu, on possible reasons 
for two dozen Republican 

members of Congress storming 
into and disrupting a closed-
door deposition in a secure 

room in the nation’s capital on 
Wednesday. — A2

Federal charges
A Rutland man facing three 
felony charges of distributing 
heroin mixed with fentanyl 
has asked that evidence 
against him be suppressed.   
  A3 

Profits crash
Ford’s third-quarter income 
tumbled nearly 60% as the 
company booked $1.5 billion 
in charges mainly for restruc-
turing, and Chinese and U.S. 
sales fell.  A9

Friday
GUY DAVIS

Guy Davis has spent his musical 

life carrying his message of the 

blues around the world, earning 

him the title “An Ambassador of 

the Blues.” Fundraiser for Rutland 

County Restorative Justice Center. 

$20, 7-9:30 p.m. The Rutland Moose 

Lodge, 78 Center St., Rutland, john-

cazz31@yahoo.com, 558-7587.

Drill for disaster is staged

Louras family issues statement

Town manager search planned

Parade to 
feature many 
new entries

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PITTSFIELD — While it 
served as the focal point for a 
statewide, multi-agency disas-
ter drill held Wednesday, the 
Town Office needs some work 
before it can be considered an 
official hub for communica-
tions during a real emergency.

“That building has got some 
issues,” said Select Board 
Chairman Charles Piso, who 
was working to coordinate 

the town’s response to a sim-
ulated disaster. “We had some 
issues during Town Meeting. 
It’s closed right now. The 
chimney fell off, it failed a 
load test, it’s got some other 
problems. With that, we lost 
our primary shelter location, 
so part of the exercise (Divi-
sion of Fire Safety) is coming 
down to help us evaluate and 
tell us where the shortfalls are 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Former Mayor Christopher 
Louras and his family issued their 
first public statement since his son, 
Christopher G. Louras, was killed 
in a shootout with police.

“We feel thankful and blessed 
with good friends and a strong 
community, which is more evident 
than ever,” the statement, sent 
out Wednesday, read. “We are 
eternally grateful for the love and 

compassion people have shown, 
from friends and neighbors, and 
from members of the Rutland City 
Police Department.”

Christopher G. Louras was killed 
in an early morning gun battle 
with Rutland City Police earlier 
this month. No information about 
what might have precipitated the 
incident has been made available. 
Police also found the body of his 
cousin, Nicholas Louras, in Salis-
bury and have said there were “ties” 

between the two deaths but have 
not elaborated.

The family asked that in lieu 
of flowers, donations be made to 
Mentor Connector, which works 
with children whose families are 
affected by violence and addiction.

“It is our hope that those who 
wish to help will support the Men-
tor Connector’s work, especially 
with families touched by the opi-
oid crisis,” the family said. “Our 
family was filled with love and 

opportunity, and it did not stop the 
curse of drugs and its heartbreak-
ing impact. No one is immune. 
Through support of the Mentor 
Connector, we hope to help others 
who might otherwise face similar 
threats.”

Nicholas Louras was also the 
nephew of current Mayor David 
Allaire, who briefly addressed the 
situation during this week’s Board 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PROCTOR — The search 
for a new town manager is 
slowly ramping up, with 
the Select Board chatting 
Tuesday about how it will 
develop its hiring process.

The meeting was a special 
meeting, called to discuss 
the town manager search, 
changes to a project at Bea-
ver Pond and police service 
in town.

“We’re into getting some 
ideas and what have you 
regarding the town man-
ager search,” said Board 
Chairman Bruce Baccei. “I 
think we need some ideas 
on some guidelines, starting 
with what we’re expecting.”

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s 
between Baccei and Select 
Board members Ben Curtis 
and Judy Frazier. Carrie 
Dougherty had to leave 
prior to the talk taking 

place, as did current town 
manager,  Stan Wilbur. 
Selectman Tom Hogan 
wasn’t  present for the 
meeting.

Wilbur plans to retire in 
June, having announced it 
last year. The board has said 
at past meetings it would 
like to see a new manager 
hired by May, giving Wilbur 
time to bring that person 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

It’s usually a safe bet that 
at least one float in the Rut-
land Halloween Parade will 
feature monsters dancing to 
“The Monster Mash.”

This year, organizer April 
Cioffi said there will be a 
float dedicated to “The 
Monster M*A*S*H” — play-
ing on the iconic TV series 
about a Korean War Mobile 
Army Surgical Hospital.

“It’s a different spin on 
it,” Cioffi said.

The 60th annual Rutland 
Halloween Parade is sched-
uled to step off at 6:30 p.m. 
sharp Saturday, despite a 
slightly worrisome weather 
forecast.

“If it does become similar 
to last year with a high-wind 
advisory, we’ll look at it 
closer to the date. Our rain 
date would be Sunday.”

The parade begins at the 
corner of Strongs Avenue 
and Madison Street and fol-
lows Strongs until taking a 
right onto Wales Street, then 
a left onto West Street and a 
right onto Merchants Row, 
ending by the plaza. Cioffi 
said they have 71 entries.

“It’s good considering it’s 
a non-political year,” she 
said. “This is right in the 
range even for a political 
year.”

Cioffi said the parade has 
several first-time entries, 
including Grace Congrega-
tional Church and several 
new businesses in town.

“I don’t think they’ve 
done this in the past, but 
we have an organization 
that gathered together a lot 
of the pageant winners — 
Miss Vermont, Junior Miss 
Vermont,” she said. “They’ll 
be riding together.”

Rutland Youth Theater 
has participated in the 
parade in past years, but 
Cioffi said they are entering 
an actual float for the first 
time, showing off costumes 
from their upcoming pro-
duction of “Disney’s Frozen 
Jr.”

It is also the first year the 
parade will have not just 
a pumpkin queen but a 
pumpkin king as well.

“They’re representing 
Rut l and  High  Schoo l 
together,” Cioffi said.

gordon.dritschilo
@rutlandherald.com
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Traffic waits along Route 100 just outside Pittsfield village on Wednesday where a bridge replacement has traffic down to one lane.
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A horse grazes beneath a colorful backdrop Wednesday at the McNight Family Farm 
in East Montpelier.

BRIDGE WORK SLOWS TRAFFIC

HORSE WITHIN DIFFERENT COLORS
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Members of the Ver-
mont Urban Search 
& Rescue Team and 
Vermont State Police 
return from a simulated 
rescue on Wednesday 
afternoon in Pittsfield. 
Nearly 500 emergency 
responders from around 
the state are participat-
ing in the catastrophe 
exercise training taking 
place over three days.
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See Drill, page  A5

See Louras, page  A5

See Search, page  A5


