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Evening: 5-9-3 and 7-3-0-4
New York State
7-5-2 LS14 and 4-5-1-5 LS15

$3.00 AUGUST 10-11, 2019

Weather A2

Obituaries A4

Crossword A8

Dear Abby A8

Horoscope A8

Television A10

Marketplace A9

Sports B1

Scoreboard B2

Business B4

Outside C4

Editorial C8

Vermont Arts D1 

  SPORTS

  MAGAZINE

  PERSPECTIVE

  VT. ARTS

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  WEATHER

  INDEX

High 72

Low 48

Football returns
Football camp will open 

Thursday at Castleton 

University when 115 play-

ers converge to prepare 

for the season’s opening 

games Sept. 7.  
                                      B1

Berry bonanza
Last winter saw a high 

level of snow, which meant 

the moisture underground 

was maintained for thirsty 

blueberry bushes, leading 

to a strong crop.  C1

On Stage
Weston Playhouse 

Theatre Company will 

present Edward Albee’s 

1962 masterpiece, “Who’s 

Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” 

Aug. 15-Sept. 1.  D1

Climate push
“The examples set this year 

by New York and Maine 

blaze a clear path forward. 

By banding together with 

our neighbors, we can all 

do our part and together 

send harmful climate pollu-

tion packing.”  C7
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By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A jury of 
seven men and five women has 
been selected in U.S. District 
Court to decide an excessive force 
complaint brought by a Pittsford 
businessman against a Rutland City 
Police officer during a traffic stop.

Kevin Elnicki, owner of Earth, 
Waste and Metal, maintains Patrol 
Officer Ryan Ashe used excessive 
force including drawing his pistol 
during the traffic stop Dec. 20, 

2016, on Route 7 in Rutland Town.
Ashe, who is now a detective for 

Rutland City Police, has denied any 
wrongdoing. He said he pulled his 
gun for his safety and the safety of 
others. The gun was always pointed 
down, Ashe said in a court affidavit.

Ashe maintains records show 
only 68 seconds transpired between 
when he radioed that he had got-
ten the truck to stop to the time he 
radioed dispatch that the situation 
was secure.

“ A t  n o  p o i n t  d u r i n g  t h e 

encounter with Mr. Elnicki did I 
use force against him,” Ashe said 
in a May 2018 affidavit.

Elnicki’s lawyer, Matthew Hart, of 
Rutland, maintains his client’s civil 
rights were violated by Ashe.

Defense lawyer Kaveh Shahi, of 
Rutland, said in court papers that 
Elnicki has changed his story about 
the incident.

Rutland City also was named 
initially as a defendant, but was 
dismissed by Judge Christina Reiss 
in January 2019 during pre-trial 

proceedings.
It took less than three hours 

Friday for Judge Christina Reiss to 
provide preliminary jury instruc-
tions to a large panel and for the 
lawyers on both sides to find a 
dozen jurors that said they could 
be impartial for the civil lawsuit.

The trial is due to begin Aug. 19 
and projected to last for two days.

The case started when Elnicki 
was clocked at more than 10 mph 

RCPD officer faces trial
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Barbara and Tom Mitchell of Guilderland, New York, unpack boxes of pottery Friday in preparation for this weekend’s Art in the Park Fine Art & 
Craft Festival hosted by Chaffee Art Center in Main Street Park. The twice-a-year event will take place from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Roster unveiled for latest show
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Seven of Rutland’s finest are 
shining up their shoes and sequins 
as the official roster for Dancing 
with the Rutland Stars gears up for 
a ninth season.

“It’s been tremendously success-
ful,” said Marc Miele, marketing 
coordinator for the VNA and 

Hospice and chairman of the mar-
keting subcommittee for Dancing 
with the Rutland Stars. “For the 
last five years, it’s raised between 
$35,000 and $45,000 each year.”

That means 600 young patients 
every year benefit from the money 
that the VNA puts toward the Pedi-
atric High Tech Rehabilitation 
Program, which funds at-home 

procedures like regular blood 
drawings, feeding tubes, intrave-
nous work and other highly-skilled 
nursing procedures — and Kids on 
the Move providing therapies for 
children with genetic and devel-
opmental disorders, orthopedic 
injuries and diseases and devel-
opmental delays, according to a 
statement from the Visiting Nurse 

Association and Hospice of the 
Southwest Region.

So every January, the mostly vol-
unteer Dancing with the Rutland 
Stars committee gears up for the 
next round of Rutland’s whirling 
dervishes to pair up with local 
dance and fitness phenoms.
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C&C Fireworks is located on Woodstock Avenue in Rutland Town.

ART IN THE PARK OPENS TODAY

Building a 
winning team

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Some of the best teams in 
Rutland County struggle to 
find an audience for their 
competitions but still per-
form to large crowds week 
after week.

Cheerleaders from Rut-
land High School have 
taken home titles year after 
year but Cara Gauvin, who 
has been the varsity coach 
for more than a quarter 
century, said it’s rare to 
see more than family and 
friends at cheerleading 
competitions.

“It’s definitely two — I 
won’t say sports — but two 
roles. You have the role 
where you’re the game 
cheerleader and your pri-
mary job is to support the 
athletes in whatever com-
petition that might be, bas-
ketball, football, whatever, 
and essentially lead the 
cheers. The second role is 
separate as a competitive 
cheer program. When you 
get to college cheer, a lot 
of times they have two sepa-
rate teams,” she said.

Gauvin was a member 

of the first RHS team that 
won a title in 1991, but as a 
coach, she’s worked with a 
cheerleading team that has 
won since 2006, 11 state 
titles and four New England 
titles. The team has been to 
nationals twice, earning sec-
ond place the first year and 
first place the second year.

But  Gauvin sa id  the 
success is something of a 
“double-edged sword.” She 
said the RHS football coach 
tells players the cheerleader 
practices are harder than 
his.

“I used to have 40 kids 
come out for cheer, and I’d 
have to cut (them) into two 
teams. Sometimes I’d even 
have to cut kids entirely 
because I couldn’t have that 
many kids. Now, for fall, 
I’ll have 28 because here’s 
the other problem. When 
you become good and they 
know, for example, you 
have to be able to tumble. 
… They don’t come out for 
the team. I’ve had JV once 
in the last 10 years,” she 
said.

Owner wants longer permits
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A local fireworks com-
pany is hoping the good will 
it’s built up over the past 
few years will help extend 
the life of its operating 
permits.

Chip Greeno and his 
father, Chuck Greeno, own 
C and C Fireworks. They 
opened their first location 
four years ago on Route 7 
in Pittsford, and a year later, 
opened another store on 
Business Route 4 in Rutland 
Town.

Chip Greeno said in 
an interview Friday he 
sells fireworks available to 
civilians without a special 
license. The business puts 
on shows with those same 
fireworks at special events. 
He said the larger fireworks 
require special licensing, 
insurance and other per-
mits, but his business seems 
to have found its niche with 
what it’s selling now.

Each year it’s been oper-
ating, C and C Fireworks has 
donated $1,000 to its host-
towns’ fire departments. 

This week, Greeno pre-
sented $1,000 checks at the 
meetings of the Rutland 
Town and Pittsford select 
boards.

“This fall, we’ll be going 
in front of you guys again 
to ask for a permit,” said 
Greeno at the Pittsford 
meeting on Wednesday. 
“I’m hoping maybe the 
board this year sees us as 
a long-term resident and 
maybe gives us more than 
just a year permit; Rutland 
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