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“Elizabeth has a 

super organization 

and her campaign 

is hot. But we’ve 

seen hot candidates 

before. August is 

no guarantee of 

what happens in 

February.”

David Axelrod, who helped 
run former President Barack 
Obama’s winning Iowa cam-
paign, on Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren’s momentum 
after Democratic candidates 

visited the Iowa State Fair this 
past weekend.  A2

Tough rules
Officials say federal guide-

lines make it difficult for a 

senior companion program 

in Rutland County to find 

volunteers.  A3

Today
“Tunesdays” on the Farm Featuring 

Pittsford native, Logan Riesterer. 

Bring a blanket and a picnic dinner, or 

visit our food vendors. $5 per family 

suggested donation, 6-8 p.m. Pittsford 

Village Farm, 42 Elm Street, Pittsford, 

info@pittsfordvillagefarm.org.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The River Street bridge closed for 
repairs after all, but state officials said 
work there should be done Tuesday.

Resurfacing of the notoriously 
choppy crossing from River Street 
to Madison Street took place Friday, 
and Vermont Agency of Transporta-
tion spokesman Nick Cartularo said 
that workers were installing plug 

joints — devices that act like shock 
absorbers when heavy loads cross 
the bridge. The bridge was closed 
for at least part of Monday morning 
despite an AOT official saying in 
May that they did not expect that 
to be necessary, but Cartularo said 
Monday afternoon that at least one 
lane should remain open while con-
tractors put on the finishing touches.

Cartularo said the work was 

originally slated for July, but was 
held up by a delay in getting mate-
rials. It is still expected to be done 
well ahead of the required comple-
tion date of Sept. 6.

The bridge and a connecting 
stretch of River Street are consid-
ered among the worst sections of 
road in the city, according to Rep. 
Mary Howard, D-Rutland, who 
helped move the project through 

the Legislature. Rutland Public 
Works Commissioner Jeffrey Wen-
nberg said the top layer of River 
Street was replaced in concert with 
the bridge work by the same con-
tractor on behalf of the city.

“I t ’s  one continuous seam 
between what the state’s paying 
for and what we’re paying for,” 

City bridge work underway

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Jarred Denis, right, of Proctor, gets his 12-week-old puppy, Jacks fired up to go out for a pass before the start of football practice at Otter Valley 
Union High School in Brandon on Monday afternoon. For a glimpse at local teams preparing for the upcoming season, see page B1.

RUFFING THE PASSER

Winter in Aug. 
makes return to 
Merchants Row

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Winter  i s  coming to 
Merchants Row.

Winter in August, the 
Rut land-area  bus iness 
c o m m u n i t y ’ s  a n n u a l 
salute to the ski indus-
try, takes place from 5 to 
8 p.m. Tuesday, rain or 
shine.

“We’re anticipating it 
might be a little wet, but 
it’ll  be great,” Rutland 
Region Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Direc-
tor Mary Cohen said on 
Monday.

Now in its  38th year, 
Winter  in  Augus t  i s  a 
fundraiser for the cham-
ber and one of the bigger 
social events downtown — 
an aldermanic committee 
meeting originally slated 
for  Tuesday  night  was 
rescheduled to avoid con-
flicting with it. Merchants 
Row will be closed off and 
dozens of restaurants and 
caterers will serve food 
under two giant tents. The 
restaurants  frequently 
show off their best work, 
and awards for taste and 
presentation are decided 
by a panel of judges while 

visitors cast votes for a 
people’s choice award.

For several years, the 
event was held in the Cen-
ter Street alley before that 
location was closed down. 
Following a drawn-out, 
million-dollar renovation, 
the alley opened last year 
as “Center Street Market-
place Park,” but organiz-
ers said the newly planted 
grass needed longer to 
take root before the park 
could hold such an event. 
Cohen said the park was 
not a part of planning 
discussions for Winter in 
August this year.

“ T h a t  m i g h t  b e  a n 
o p t i o n  f o r  u s  i n  t h e 
future,”  she sa id.  “We 
were still focused on Mer-
chants Row.”

Even Merchants Row 
has proven problematic 
as a location, with weather 
fears frequently trigger-
ing relocat ions  to  the 
Vermont Farmers Food 
Center.

In addition to the food, 
Cohen said there will be 
activities including a put-
ting green supplied by 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Gleaming bamboo floors, 
triple-pane windows and 
zero electric or heating bills 
forever — a ZEM Home, or 
Zero Emissions Modular 
Home, is a dwelling made 
by Wilder-based Vermod 
that made its debut in Rut-
land during an open house 
Saturday by Efficiency Ver-
mont, showing local resi-
dents how to live sustainably 
for a moderate price tag.

“There is no fossil fuel in 

this house,” said Efficiency 
Vermont Account Manager 
Brad Long. “Ultimately, this 
house embodies a lot of the 
technologies we endorse (at 
Efficiency Vermont).”

Vermod was inspired by 
the devastation of Tropical 
Storm Irene and the par-
ticular damage it caused to 
mobile home parks, accord-
ing to Cathy Reynolds, 
senior account manager 
with Efficiency Vermont.

“The thought was, ‘Oh, 
people are replacing mobile 

homes — this is the time 
to make them efficient,’” 
Reynolds said. “There will 
never be an oil or a pro-
pane bill … The grid is 
storing the energy for you.”

So the Vermod mission 
began post-flood: Embrac-
ing the ecological mission 
of Vermont and reducing 
personal carbon footprints 
as much as possible while 
living in a clean, well-insu-
lated, modern home and 

Zero emission home shown
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Brad Long, left, of Efficiency Vermont, along with NeighborWorks volunteer Dustin Lewis, 
right, speaks to two Proctor residents about the energy efficiency of their home during an 
open house at one of the organization’s ZEM homes on display at the Vermont Farmers 
Food Center on Saturday.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — After res-
idents voted not to amend 
town zoning bylaws over a 
month ago, black and yel-
low campaign signs urging 
a “yes” vote on Article 2 still 
pepper the parking lot out-
side the VEMAS building 
on Route 30.

After residents urged the 

Select Board to take action 
against property owner Len 
Knappmiller to have the 
signs taken down, Town 
Manager Paul Donaldson 
agreed on Monday to send 
a letter of notice of viola-
tion within the week.

“This is not your ordinary 
run-of-the-mill violation,” 
said resident Neil Vree-
land, who earlier this year 

filed a complaint against 
Knappmiller alleging he 
was shining a floodlight 
directly into the Vreeland’s 
home to harass them. “He’s 
been sticking his thumb in 
our eyes for two months 
now. It’s not one or two, it’s 
about 12 signs. Everybody 
sees it coming into this town 
and it’s a horrible eyesore. I 
don’t think he’s going to do 

anything unless someone 
pushes him to do it.”

Donaldson said the issue 
was simply time. As the town 
manager, zoning adminis-
trator and animal control 
officer, Donaldson has been 
busy getting the Slate Valley 
Trails set up and expanded, 
and is working with the 
USDA and state agencies 
to redevelop the downtown 

(including hashing out the 
idea of convincing a bank to 
come back).

“I’ve tr ied to go the 
easy route with Mr. Knap-
pmiller,” Donaldson said. 
“I’ve tried to stay neutral 
this whole time. ... In my 
job, you have to prioritize 
things.”

Town: Campaign signs in violation
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