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‘Pygmalion’ 
canceled

Due to unforeseen 

circumstances, the Valley 

Players’ staged reading of 

George Bernard Shaw’s 

“Pygmalion” (see page 

D1), scheduled to be 

live-streamed on Zoom 

Oct. 22-24, has been 

canceled. Go online to 

www.valleyplayers.com for 

more information.

People will talk
About history, Kathleen Kes-

son says the victors create 

the text taught in schools. 

Visit bit.ly/KathleenKesson 

to hear the interview.  A2

Find the stash
Geocaching is a high-

tech, real-world scavenger 

hunt described as recre-

ation and adventure close 

to home in the time of the 

coronavirus.  C1

Lake world
How is it that lake water 

is layered by temperature 

and how does the process 

transfer essential nutri-

ents? What? Read the 

story and find out.  C4
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Frontrunners head to head

18 confirmed hockey rink cases 

Kennedy tosses officer’s cases

Horn-honking 
isn’t stalking

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The way Gov. 
Phil Scott sees it, he is 
“racing the track” and 
Lt. Gov. David Zucker-
man just happens to be 
on it.

Scott, who credits his 
Thunder Road back-
ground for launching a 
20-year political career 
that is as improbable as 
it is impressive, is aware 
of his latest rival. But the five-
term state senator and two-term 
lieutenant governor who is now 

running for what would be his 
third term as Vermont’s highest 
elected official, doesn’t mention 

Zuckerman by name and 
deftly steers clear of oppor-
tunities to criticize him.

That’s just the way Scott 
rolls.

In racing, in business 
and in politics.

It’s a strategy that has 
worked for Scott, who 
has enjoyed his share of 
success in all three realms 

and talks about them almost 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State 
officials say six more peo-
ple have tested positive in 
an outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus connected to 
Central Vermont Memorial 
Civic Center in Montpelier.

Gov. Phil Scott has also 

signed an executive order 
telling all indoor ice rinks in 
the state they cannot accept 
new reservations for the 
next two weeks in response 
to New Hampshire shutting 
down rinks as consequence 
of the virus’ spread.

At the governor’s regular 
Friday news conference, Dr. 

Patsy Kelso, state epidemiol-
ogist, said there have been 
18 confirmed cases of the 
virus so far. The outbreak is 
related to youth and adult 
hockey leagues, as well 
as broomball teams, that 
played at the rink. Kelso 
said the 18 confirmed cases 
are all players or close 

contacts of those players. 
Twelve of the cases were 
reported at Tuesday’s news 
conference.

She said the state Depart-
ment of Health’s contact 
tracing team continues 
to reach out to those who 
might be affected.

The epidemiologist said 

there will  be a pop-up 
testing site Saturday at the 
Barre City Auditorium from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“ A n d  w e ’ r e  r e c o m -
mending that anyone with 
direct links to a team, their 
close contacts and people 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The Rutland County 
State’s Attorney informed 
the Rutland City Police 
Department in August that 
her office would no longer 
prosecute cases sent by 
Detective Emilio Rosario 
after a hearing over the 
summer in an attempted 
murder case that led to 
charges being dismissed on 
Friday.

Javon E. Wright, 35, of 
Poultney, was arraigned in 
Rutland criminal court in 
August 2019 on one felony 

count each of attempted 
second-degree murder and 
aggravated assault with a 
weapon.

According to police, 
Wright stabbed another 
man twice in July 2019 
at a Pine Street home in 
Rutland.

The man said he didn’t 
know the  person who 
stabbed him, but a woman 
interviewed by police, who 
said she had seen the stab-
bing, said she knew the 
man who was stabbed, and 
he had “ripped off” $900 in 
crack cocaine from Wright. 

The woman said she knew 
Wright and said people 
called him “B.”

During the summer, 
however, there were two 
hearings in Rutland crimi-
nal court based on a filing 
by Wright’s attorney, Rob-
ert Sussman, asking that 
evidence seized by police 
during the investigation be 
suppressed.

In an order dated Oct. 5, 
Judge John Pacht granted 
the request to suppress 
evidence.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Vermont Supreme 
Court ruled Friday that 
repeatedly honking a vehi-
cle horn while driving by a 
residence is not stalking.

The decision threw out 
a relief from abuse order 
issued earlier this year in 
Bennington family court. 
The defendant had been 
involved in a long-running 
dispute with his sister, 
according to court records, 
during which “defendant, 
by his own admission, drove 
by plaintiff’s house and 
honked, in short beeps, 
to show his annoyance at 
plaintiff’s actions.”

This happened more 
than 10 times before the 
plaintiff sought the order, 
according to the decision, 
which was initially granted 
on the basis that the defen-
dant’s actions constituted 
stalking. The defendant 
appealed, arguing that the 
legal definition of stalking 
was “acts .. .  in which a 
person follows, monitors, 
surveils, threatens or makes 
threats.”

While the lower court 
had found that the trips 

past the house constituted 
surveillance because it was 
“something in which a 
person makes clear, to the 
other person, that I’ve just 
been by your place . . . and 
possibly seen you.” The 
Supreme Court disagreed, 
noting that the lower court 
found that the defendant 
did not intentionally drive 
past the plaintiff’s house 
and did not necessarily 
know whether the plaintiff 
was home.

“The plain meaning of 
surveillance requires, at 
a minimum, the intent to 
closely watch or carefully 
observe a person or place,” 
the decision reads. “None 
of the trial court’s findings 
indicate that defendant 
intended to, or in fact did, 
closely watch or carefully 
observe plaintiff when he 
drove by her home and 
honked his horn. The trial 
court found that defen-
dant did not intentionally 
drive past plaintiff’s home 
and did not necessarily 
know whether plaintiff was 
home when he drove by 
and honked. From these 

Floodwater accumulates on Main Street in Rutland City while cars pass by and rain continues to fall.
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A car is seen traveling around the bend past the Pine Valley Farm on Lincoln Hill 
Road in Shrewsbury.
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ELECTION 2020: GUBERNATORIAL RACE

Scott: Ready for yet another lap

Scott

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Lt. Gov. 
David Zuckerman knows 
what losing is like. He just 
hasn’t made a habit of it, 
and he doesn’t plan to start 
now.

So says the farmer with 
the ponytail and the pro-
gressive policies that were 
seeded by a much-younger 
Bernie Sanders, back in the 
day when Sanders was still 
serving as Vermont’s lone repre-
sentative and Zuckerman was a stu-
dent at the University of Vermont.

That’s the last time Zuckerman 
lost — dropping his first-ever 
political contest by a scant 59 votes 

in a 1994 race for one 
of Burlington’s legisla-
tive seats.

Zuckerman, 49, won 
the  same race  two 
years later and hasn’t 
lost  s ince. Now the 
eight-term lawmaker, 
two-term senator and 
sitting lieutenant gover-
nor is an Election Day 

away from shortening his already 

Zuckerman: Ready to lead Vt.

Zuckerman
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