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Board OKs Ravens as mascot

Mayoral hopefuls share themes

County sees 
COVID spike

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

City schools officially have a new 
mascot.

The Rutland City Board of 
School Commissioners voted 6-4 
Tuesday evening to adopt the 
Ravens as the new district mascot.

Last October — following a pub-
lic campaign led by Rutland High 
School students and alumni — the 
board voted along the same lines 
to retire the Raider name and 
arrowhead symbol, deeming it 
offensive and hurtful to Indigenous 
Americans.

It then charged RHS Principal 

Greg Schillinger to convene a stu-
dent advisory committee to work 
toward selecting a new mascot. Last 
week, after several months of work 
and multiple surveys and votes, the 
school community — including 
students in grades 3-12, faculty and 
staff — selected the Ravens.

Schillinger and several RHS stu-
dents presented their work to the 
board Tuesday night.

The board’s vote was preceded 
by an extended discussion among 
members about the semiotics of 
the mascots the committee had 
selected.

Commissioner Hurley Cavacas 

argued that, in Native American cul-
tures, the raven is “highly negative.”

“I’m not quite sure if we’re being 
hypocrites by looking at another 
symbol used a Native American 
culture,” he said.

In an email Wednesday, Rich 
Holschuh, a representative of the 
Elnu Abenaki Tribe, called that 
argument a “complete strawman.”

“There are many different enti-
ties that are symbolic to any num-
ber of cultures,” he wrote. “Cultural 
appropriation happens when the 
cultural connection is lifted out 
of context and used for another 
purpose. If some conjectural native 

cultural association (which is, itself, 
a good example of stereotyping 
and generalization on the part of 
the commenter: There is no single 
native cultural practice) with the 
raven is being depicted, then it is 
appropriation. If it’s just a raven, 
then it’s not.”

Holschuh stated that similar 
arguments about the Raider name 
and arrowhead symbol carrying 
meanings that extend beyond 
Indigenous cultures don’t hold up.

“In its immediate context in 
Rutland it is a continuation of 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Rutland City’s mayoral can-
d i d a t e s  s t a y e d  o n - m e s s a g e 
Wednesday.

Six of the seven candidates par-
ticipated in a forum conducted 
via Zoom by the Rutland Young 
Professionals. The forum also 
was streamed live on Facebook. 
Questions ranged from retaining 
youth to the fate of the library. The 
candidates managed to repeatedly 

link the diverse issues back to their 
campaign themes.

For incumbent David Allaire, 
that theme was one of continued 
improvement. Allaire said city gov-
ernment was “strong and stable,” 
that budgets had been largely lev-
el-funded, long-running projects 
had been completed and new 
ones launched, with voters back-
ing bonds for road paving and 
buying the College of St. Joseph 
gym. Investments in the city could 

be seen at the former Knights of 
Columbus building and Immacu-
late Heart of Mary school and city-
owned properties were going back 
on the tax rolls.

“Real estate values are up; crime 
is down,” Allaire said. “There’s 
every reason to be optimistic, 
post-COVID.”

Alderman Sam Gorruso dis-
agreed with the mayor’s assessment 
of the state of the city, pointing to 
a roughly $500,000 increase in the 

city’s $22 million budget. Gorruso 
said he had more experience with 
business than anyone else in the 
race, describing being called in 
twice to put WJJR right when it was 
losing money. His theme, though, 
was people. On issues from decid-
ing how to help small businesses to 
deciding how to tackle infrastruc-
ture, Gorruso’s solution was repeat-
edly to talk to the people involved.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Rutland County is seeing 
a spike in COVID-19 cases, 
with new cases second only 
to Chittenden County. The 
increase is leading health 
officials to ask people in the 
area to take extra precau-
tions to prevent catching 
or spreading the virus.

Only 62 new COVID 
cases were reported on 
Tuesday, according to the 
Vermont Department of 
Health. But during the past 
two weeks, 311 new cases 
were reported in Rutland 
County, while Chittenden 

County had 356. Washing-
ton County, by contrast, had 
154.

According to the U.S. 
Census, Chittenden County 
had a population of almost 
164,000 in 2019 and Rut-
land County had about 
58,000, almost a third of 
Chittenden County.

A release sent to Rutland 
County town health officers 
on Wednesday stated there 
is evidence from Rutland 
City and some surrounding 
towns of “increased rates, 
multiple household clusters 
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Commuters travel north along Route 7 in Rutland Town. Early morning light is seen peeking over the mountains and valleys.
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A silo and red barn sit atop a hillside along Elm Street in Pittsford. Light snow is seen 
covering the ground and rooftop.
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Video chaos
Prosecutors in the impeach-

ment trial of Donald Trump 

show video depicting chaos 

and terror inside the U.S. 

Capitol during the Jan. 6 

insurrection.  A9

On the ride
Former Mill River coach Brad 

Rideout took over the Ver-

mont Tech women’s basket-

ball team and is focused on 

recruitment.  B1
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