
Citro on prowl
Noted spinner of scary and 

oddball tales Joe Citro will 

appear Halloween to amaze 

and beguile in Chester.  A7

Crucial win
The Mount St. Joseph girls 

soccer team helped their 

playoff seeding with a win 

over rival West Rutland 

Thursday afternoon.  B1
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Adult ed programs thriving 

Agency seeks comment from public

Board votes 

on demand to 

Consolidated

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

As the pandemic has prompted 
people to choose new career paths 
— either by necessity or choice 
— Stafford Technical Center has 
emerged as a valuable resource for 
adults looking to make that pivot.

Bill Lucci, assistant director for 
adult technical education at Staf-
ford, said adult programs have 
thrived over the past year and a half.

“I can’t tell you the number of 
people that decided when they 
were furloughed from their jobs … 
‘Maybe, this is the time to reevalu-
ate what I want to do with my life,’” 
he said.

Lucci explained that while other 
technical centers around the 
state shut down their adult pro-
grams during the pandemic, STC 
found ways to continue to provide 
programming in allied health, 

manufacturing and transportation 
— all sectors that are considered 
high demand.

Classes, which are typically 
capped at 10-12 students per 
instructor, all have waiting lists, 
according to Lucci. Combined 
enrollment for all adult programs 
this year is close to 300.

“Everything that we’re offering, 
as far as workforce development, is 
full,” he said.

Lucci noted the shift in adult 
education programming at tech 
centers from personal enrichment 
courses, like cooking and pottery, 
to workforce development.

“We work closely with partners, 
and we provide the programming 
and the education, training and 
workforce development that they 
need at the local level,” he said.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
public has until Nov. 1 to 
comment on a plan for 
boosting the state’s health 
care workforce, one that’s 
received praise from health 
care workers as well as state 
regulators.

The “Health Care Work-
force Development Strate-
gic Plan” was presented to 

the Green Mountain Care 
Board on Wednesday by 
Ena Backus, director of 
Health Care Reform at the 
Agency of Human Services.

A draft of the plan can 
be found online at bit.
l y/1021HCPlan,  whi le 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n  h o w 
to comment are at bit.
ly/1021Comment.

Kevin Mull in,  Green 
Mountain Care Board chair, 

said the board has 30 days 
from the time it received 
the plan, that being Oct. 
15, to vote on it, but he’d 
like to see a vote happen on 
Nov. 3.

“On the whole, I can 
tell you that I’ve been very 
impressed with what I’ve 
seen,” said Mullin on Thurs-
day. “It’s not a new prob-
lem, we’ve been talking 
about it at the board for five 

years now, and we’ve got to 
get started. You don’t fix a 
problem like this overnight, 
it’s going to take years and 
years to fix.”

The plan covers a wide 
range of topics related 
to Vermont’s health care 
workforce.

“I think most of it  is 
good,” said Mullin. “I espe-
cially think that if people 
look at the bigger picture, 

there’s a way here to help 
make health care sustain-
able by providing a future 
workforce by growing our 
own supply.”

Achieving the plan’s goals 
will require cooperation 
between health care, edu-
cation, and political sectors, 
he said.

“(O)ne of the things in 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The city is trying to get Consolidated 
Communications attention.

The Board of Aldermen voted unani-
mously this week to demand the company 
have a representative meet with them by 
Nov. 1 or face suspension of their permit 
for ongoing construction work in the city.

The company is engaged in a build-out 
aimed at delivering “symmetrical, giga-
bit-speed internet to more than 16,000 
homes and businesses in the area,” and 
the conduct of some of its subcontractors 
drew the ire of Board Member Sam Gor-
ruso last month. Gorruso said the workers 
trashed a privacy hedge on his property 
after rebuffing his offers to help them find 
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In West Rutland, Boardman Hill Road stretches toward Killington Mountain on the horizon.
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Autumn colors fade in mountain foothills rising above West Rutland, although a few pops of color are 
still left to be found.

VIEW FROM BOARDMAN HILL

LATE SEASON COLORS

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  SPOTLIGHT

 www.rutlandherald.com ◆ Friday, october 22, 2021 ◆ Volume 161 • number 169 $1.00

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Obituaries A6

Business A8

Sports B1

Scoreboard B2

Advice  B4

Comics B4

Crossword B4

Horoscope  B4 

Marketplace B5

Television B5

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � OCT. 21, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 9-6-7 and 1-9-3-0
Evening: 8-2-5 and 8-2-6-3
OCT. 20, 2021 DRAWS
Powerball: 7-29-36-41-43 
PB:5

 � SUBSCRIBE
www.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS
news@rutlandherald.com
802-774-3026

InstaInsta

High 60

Low 39

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive

Rutland Herald 

archives online 

back to the first 

edition in 1794

Rutland Daily Herald (Rutland, Vermont) ·  Mon, Mar 3, 1862 ·  Page 1

https://rutlandherald.newspapers.com/image/532843373

Downloaded on Dec 3, 2019

Rutland Herald

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Rutland Daily Herald (Rutland, Vermont) ·  Tue, Sep 11, 2001 ·  Page 1

https://rutlandherald.newspapers.com/image/534883049

Downloaded on Dec 3, 2019

Rutland Herald

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

STAFFORD TECHNICAL CENTER

HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
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