
  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  SPOTLIGHT

 www.rutlandherald.com ◆ Friday, September 11, 2020 ◆	 Volume 160 • number 117 $1.00

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Business A5

Obituaries A6

Sports B1

Advice  B3

Comics B3

Crossword B3

Horoscope  B3

Marketplace B4

Television B4

Travel B6

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � SEPT. 10, 2020 DRAWS
Midday: 2-3-0 and 9-8-5-4
Evening: 9-4-6 and 3-1-9-7
New York State
3-1-7 LS11 and 4-0-7-4 LS15

 � SEPT. 9, 2020 DRAWS
Powerball: 27-52-55-60-64 
PB:21

 � SUBSCRIBE
www.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS
news@rutlandherald.com
802-774-3026

Insta

High 65
Low 35

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

No antifa though
Fire officials in Washington 
state debunk rumors that 
any of thousands of wild-
fires burning throughout the 
western United States was 
intentionally set by political 
activists.  A6

Uncool cocktails
Researchers have found a 
cache of letters critical of 
President John F. Kennedy 
for his embrace of cocktails 
and carousing at White 
House events.  A8

Thomas Dairy set to close

School Board to curtail flag raising

Resort protocols to change

BROC seeks 
$25K grant for 
refrigeration

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

A local family-owned dairy pro-
cessor will shut down after nearly 
100 years in the milk business.

“With gratitude, pride and very 
heavy hearts, we have made the 
difficult but necessary decision to 
close Thomas Dairy at the end of 
this month,” stated Thomas Dairy 
in a Thursday email.

Abbey Thomas, co-owner and 
director of marketing at Thomas 

Dairy, said Oct. 1 will be the last day 
the processor is in operation. After 
that it will begin the process of sell-
ing several hundred acres of land, 
and dairy farming equipment.

Thomas  sa id  the  bus iness 
employs about 30 people.

“We have several people who 
pasteurize, package the product 
every morning and then we have 
several milkman delivery route 
drivers and helpers, and we have 
a garage team that works on trucks 

and maintenance, an office, four 
operating owners, but the employ-
ees are who we’re focused on,” she 
said.

She said Thursday was spent 
notifying employees of the pending 
closure.

“We’ve provided employees with 
a list of resources that we’re sure 
can help them immediately,” she 
said. “We’re hoping they will stay 
with us until the end, same with the 
customers.”

The company is working with the 
three farms it buys milk from to 
find them another buyer. Thomas 
stated in an email that according 
to Vermont statutes Thomas Dairy 
needs to provide 90 days notice to 
its suppliers before it stops taking 
their milk. Thomas said several of 
the company’s supporters are work-
ing to help here.

After Thomas Dairy closes, it 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

NORTH CLARENDON — No 
new flags will fly over the Mill River 
Unified Union School District any 
time soon.

Wednesday evening, the Mill 
River Union Unified School District 
(MRUUSD) School Board voted to 
“defer the display of any flags” until 
it has developed a district-wide pol-
icy for vetting all requests for the 
display of flags.

The decision includes Black 
Lives Matter and Pride flags, which 
the board had previously voted to 
raise at schools earlier this summer.

The board’s reversal comes as the 
district — which serves the towns of 
Clarendon, Wallingford, Tinmouth 
and Shrewsbury — has faced pub-
lic backlash and a threat of legal 
action over flag issue.

“Considering the threatened 
litigation and our continuing 
fiscal responsibility to taxpayers, 

and consistent with advice of our 
legal counsel, the board will create 
a district policy that allows us to 
move forward with receipt, review 
and decision-making as it relates 
to all requests to fly flags on school 
district property including requests 
for the BLM and the Pride flags,” 
Board Chair Tammy Heffernan said 
in a prepared a statement.

She expla ined the  School 
Board has subsequently received 
several requests for other flags to 

be displayed.
“Sadly, this dynamic has created 

a level of legal complexity around 
the flag issue, especially related to 
principles of free speech,” she said.

Heffernan said that while the 
board still supports the display of 
the BLM and Pride flags, it has 
deferred to the advice of legal 
counsel on the topic.

“To be clear, when that policy is 

By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

Opening day at Killington 
Resort will be Nov. 14, and 
a number of changes will be 
in place to make skiing as 
safe as possible during the 
pandemic, according to 
Mike Solimano, president 
and general manager of the 
ski mountain.

“I  think the general 
premise is, there’s a lot of 
tough choices to make with 

all the restrictions going on 
in the world. We’re just try-
ing to not do everything we 
normally do and prioritiz-
ing what’s most important,” 
he said.

Solimano said Killing-
ton guests were looking 
for a place to ski and ride 
snowboards so that was the 
priority when deciding what 
needed to be modified.

The changes are nec-
essary to respond to the 

spread of the novel coro-
navirus and COVID-19. 
Solimano said Killington’s 
winter plans were created 
with a goal of reducing 
the amount of time people 
would not be able to prac-
tice social distancing.

The general conditions 
on a ski slope are expected 
to keep people wearing 
masks and other personal 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

B R O C  C o m m u n i t y 
Action is looking to buy a 
walk-in cooler.

The Board of Aldermen 
voted Tuesday to support 
the organization in an appli-
cation for a $25,000 federal 
grant to add refrigeration 
capacity to its facilities, 
which Executive Director 
Tom Donahue said will help 
it expand its food security 
offerings to help meet the 
growing need triggered by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Rutland Redevelopment 
Authority Executive Direc-
tor Brennan Duffy said he 
learned additional federal 
COVID-19 relief funds had 
been made available to 
municipalities, either for 
direct town-projects or to 
be passed through to non-
profits, and that he reached 
out to local organizations 
looking for possible uses. 
That brought him, he said, 
to BROC and its desire for 
refrigeration capacity.

Duffy  said the grant 
required no local match 

and that the application 
was due later this month, 
so  BROC would  need 
to  c i t y ’s  endorsement 
quickly. He said the RRA 
board had made a formal 
recommendation.

The vote at the Board of 
Aldermen was unanimous, 
with Alderwoman Lisa Ryan 
abstaining because she 
works at BROC.

“The foundation of a 
great community is only 
as strong as we treat our 
most vulnerable,” Dona-
hue told the board Tues-
day. “We’re seeing a lot of 
them at BROC right now, 
unfortunately.”

In an effort to remove 
food as a concern for fam-
ilies struggling with all the 
other challenges of the 
pandemic, Donahue said 
BROC has significantly 
increased the amount of 
food it provides within the 
community, but is still strug-
gling to keep up with a 40% 
increase in demand.

Expecting the pandemic 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Shannon Bryant remodels her childhood home at Lake Hortonia on Thursday afternoon in Sudbury. Bryant moved back to Vermont a year ago 
and is planning to have the house closed in before winter hits.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A sugar maple tree shows off an early touch of foliage on Thursday afternoon at 
Monument Farms Dairy in Weybridge.
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See Killington, page  A5See BROC, page  A5

See Board, page  A5

See Thomas, page  A5

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 


