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Bard is back
Marble Valley Players will 
present Shakespeare’s “Ju-
lius Caesar” at West Rutland 
Town Hall Theatre at 7 p.m. 
Aug. 2 and 3 with a Sunday, 
Aug. 4 matinee at 2 p.m.  B5

Today
MINERAL WORKSHOP
Free drop-in classes with minerol-
ogist Alice Blount, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays through Aug. 15. Classes 
recommended for children grade 3 
level and above. 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Vermont Marble Museum, 52 Main 
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THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON — Robert Muel-

ler, the taciturn lawman at the 
center of a polarizing American 
drama, bluntly dismissed Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s claims of 
“total exoneration” Wednesday in 
the federal probe of Russia’s 2016 

election interference. In a long day 
of congressional testimony, Muel-
ler warned that Moscow’s actions 
represented — and still represent 
— a great threat to American 
democracy.

Mueller’s back-to-back Capitol 
Hill appearances, his first since 
wrapping his two-year Russia probe, 
carried the prospect of a historic 

climax to a rare criminal inves-
tigation into a sitting American 
president. But his testimony was 
more likely to reinforce rather than 
reshape hardened public opinions 
on impeachment and the future of 
Trump’s presidency.

With his terse, one-word answers, 
and a sometimes stilted and halting 
manner, Mueller made clear his 

desire to avoid the partisan fray and 
the deep political divisions roiling 
Congress and the country.

He delivered neither crisp TV 
sound bites to fuel a Democratic 
impeachment push nor comfort to 
Republicans striving to undermine 
his investigation’s credibility. But 

Mueller says no exoneration
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St. Bernards Caroline, left, and Grizzly stay cool in the shade while their owners Jim, top, and Amy Flannery, of Stewartsville, N.J., stop for an ice 
cream cone on Wednesday afternoon at the Village Snack Bar in Rutland.

Officials step up bear restrictions
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER
The U.S. Forest Service 

is stepping up its efforts to 
keep people from feeding 
bears.

The service announced 
Wednesday it was issuing a 
“forest order” in the Green 
Mountain National Forests, 
elevating several of its rec-
ommendations for keeping 
food away from bears into 

requirements. Visitors to 
national forest lands must 
“store unattended food in 
bear-resistant containers, in 
a vehicle, in solid non-pli-
able material or suspend 
food at least twelve (12) 
feet off the ground and not 
less than six (6) feet hori-
zontally from any object. In 
addition, all refuse contain-
ing food materials or con-
tainers shall be deposited 

in receptacles provided 
for that purpose, removed 
from the Green Mountain 
National Forest to be dis-
posed of properly, or stored 
in the manner prescribed 
for food.”

U . S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e 
spokesman Ethan Ready 
said the order was issued 
largely as an educational 
measure.

“The purpose of the 

order is primarily as a cul-
tural tool,” he said. “Land 
regulations in most cases 
are heavily dependent on 
goodwill and people using 
common sense and doing 
the right thing. ... That 
said, if there’s a habitual 
offender out there, we 
would deal with that on a 
case-by-case basis. We’re 
not going to be out there 
doing anything more than 

we have in the past.”
Ready said the Forest Ser-

vice would install bear-proof 
containers — for holding 
food and disposing of trash 
— at several sites.

The summer has seen an 
increase in reports of bear 
encounters, including an 
incident where a bear was 
killed by game wardens 
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Lila Millard, left, and Mike Alexander have been named acting interim principals of Christ 
the King School (Millard) and Mount St. Joseph Academy (Alexander) to start the school 
year. Here they are pictured together on Wednesday at Christ the King School in Rutland City.

COOLING IN THE SNACK SHACK

City solar 
project dialed 
back in size

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

A planned solar project 
has been scaled back after 
the Board of Aldermen 
refused to sign off on a 
declaration that it was on a 
“preferred” site.

Charles Coughlin, who 
owns the city’s two McDon-
ald’s restaurants and Cen-
tral Vermont Motorcycles 
on West Street, planned to 
build a solar array on land 
behind the motorcycle 
shop. Through net meter-
ing, it was expected to 
provide enough power to 
cover his needs at the three 
businesses.

Toward that end, Cough-
lin and Philip Allen, of 
Same Sun of Vermont, 
approached the board 
earlier this year asking the 
board to sign a letter say-
ing the property met a set 
of criteria set out in state 
law making it a “preferred 
solar site” — a designation 
Allen said was intended to 
encourage solar develop-
ment on industrial proper-
ties rather than agricultural 
ones. Allen said the desig-
nation had no bearing on 

the approval process, but 
did affect the rate at which 
Coughlin would be paid for 
the electricity, to the tune of 
an estimated $50,000 over 
several years.

The board declined to 
take any action on the 
request and declined to 
say why — the issue was dis-
cussed at a committee-level 
executive session, which 
none of the board mem-
bers present have discussed 
openly. The most Board 
President Sharon Davis has 
said was that it was “thor-
oughly vetted.”

So, Allen said, the proj-
ect was scaled back to a 
size — 150 kw — where it 
automatically qualified for 
the preferred status without 
a sign-off from the board.

“The reason it’s a pre-
ferred site is half the power 
is going to the motorcycle 
shop and half the power is 
going to the local McDon-
ald’s,” he said, adding that 
they just installed a smaller 
array atop the motorcycle 
shop but, ironically, the 
power from it cannot go 

Two promoted to leadership
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER
Now that former Christ 

the King School and Mount 
St. Joseph Academy princi-
pal Sarah Fortier has spread 
her wings and flown to the 
sunshine state,  former 
Christ the King School vice 
principal Lila Millard and 
recently-appointed MSJ vice 
principal Mike Alexander 
are stepping up to be the 
new acting interim princi-
pals for Rutland’s Catholic 
schools.

“I fought for it,” Millard 
said of her interest in the 
CKS position. “I’m fully 
vested in this school.”

“I am excited for the 
opportunity, no different 
than when I was excited 
about being the vice princi-
pal,” Alexander said. “If you 
give me this opportunity, 
I’m going to take it, and I’m 
going to run with it.”

Earlier this year, Alexan-
der, formerly the head of 
School Counseling for the 
Slate Valley Unified Union 

School District, accepted 
the vice principal position 
at MSJ.

While the diocese of 
Burlington and its newest 
superintendent for the 11 
Catholic schools across the 
state, Dr. Jeanne Gearon, 
decide whether to keep the 
merged position Fortier left 
behind to create separate 
principalships, both Millard 
and Alexander said they’re 
thrilled to take up the 

MSJ, CHRIST THE KING

TESTIMONY ON CAPITOL HILL
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