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COVID winter
With the inevitability of winter 
on the way, the region’s rec-
reation departments brain-
storm to find way forward.  A3

Race to finish
Democrat Joe Biden vowed 
he’d rely on science to fight 
the COVID pandemic while 
President Trump said a Biden 
victory would result in U.S. 
depression.  A6

Hurricane Zeta
Louisiana gets slammed 
by the latest Atlantic storm, 
Hurricane Zeta, with heavy 
rainfall, power outages and 
sustained winds up to 110 
mph.  A8

Panel to weigh name debate

Firetruck days may be numbered

City man denies sex assault

Activism lives 
on despite 
pandemic

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

The president of the Board of 
Aldermen has used his authority 
to compel a committee meeting 
for the first time in recent memory.

Board President Matt Whitcomb 
said Wednesday he is scheduling a 
meeting of the General Committee 
for 5:30 p.m. Nov. 5 on the subject 
of whether to place a referendum 
on the March ballot regarding 
Rutland High School’s use of the 

“Raiders” nickname.
The  School  Board 

voted last week to retire 
the team name and 
the arrowhead logo as 
culturally insensitive 
— the duo are relics 
of  when the team 
name was the “Red 
Raiders” and the school 
had a Native American chief 
as its logo and mascot.

Last week’s decision triggered a 

backlash that included a pair 
of threatening electronic 

messages sent to Chair-
woman Alison Notte.

Prior to that, in 
ear l y  September, 
while the issue was 
already generating 

significant discussion 
in the community, the 

Board of Aldermen voted 
to have a committee discussion on 

putting the issue to a city-wide vote.

Alderwoman Melinda Hum-
phrey, the committee’s chair-
woman, refused to schedule the 
meeting, saying she felt the subject 
was outside the board’s purview, 
pointing to an instance last year of 
a committee chairman declining to 
schedule a meeting.

“I’m someone who, if someone 
makes a referral because they feel 
there’s conversation warranted, I 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

A rusty frame will take the town’s 
most heavily used fire truck off the 
road by summer, while its replace-
ment won’t be in for a few months 
after that.

The Select Board voted Tuesday 

to purchase a Rosenbauer firetruck 
from Specialty Vehicles Inc., pend-
ing a review of the contract by the 
town’s attorney.

The truck will cost the town 
about $670,000, with 90% of the 
cost being paid up front, which will 
get the town a $22,000 discount.

The Select Board will take most 
of this from the firetruck depre-
ciation account, leaving about 
$100,000 in the account for emer-
gencies, while obtaining the bal-
ance from another account.

The new truck will  replace 
Engine 3.

Select Board Chairman Joshua 
Terenzini said that during the 
summer the town learned this 
would be the last year the truck 
could pass state inspection, given 
the rust damage to the vehicle’s 

By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

A Rutland man is facing 
the possibility of at least 
six years in jail after police 
accused him of sexually 
assaulting a woman in Cas-
tleton on July 27, 2019.

Jacob Lorman, 19, of 
Rutland, pleaded not guilty 
on Monday in Rutland 
criminal court to two felony 
counts of sexual assault.

If convicted, Lorman, 

who was 18 at the time of 
the alleged incident, would 
face a mandatory minimum 
penalty of three years on 
each and a maximum term 
of life in prison.

Lorman was released 
without bail but ordered 
not to contact the woman 
who accused him of sexual 
assault.

The charges are based 
on an affidavit written by 
Detective Sgt. Jesse Robson, 

of the Vermont State Police 
Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation from Troop B-East 
in Westminster, who said 
he became involved in the 
case on July 28, 2019, after 
the case was referred to the 
State Police by the Castle-
ton Police Department.

Robson said he inter-
viewed a 20-year-old Rut-
land woman on July 29, 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — Castle-
ton University opened to a 
very different kind of semes-
ter this fall. The coronavi-
rus pandemic kept some 
students away, with more 
than 80% opting to stay off 
campus. Also, those living 
on campus had to adjust to 
a different experience that 
included remote classes, 
facial coverings, social dis-
tancing, quarantines and 
limited opportunities for 
social gatherings.

The pandemic also pre-
sented a challenge to stu-
dents and clubs working on 
social issues, forcing them 
to find new ways to engage 
the school community and 
get their messages out from 
a safe distance.

Ear l i e r  th i s  mon th , 
the Student Government 
Associat ion raised the 
Black Lives Matter flag on 
campus. The dedication 
ceremony drew more than 
50 people, according to the 
Spartan student newspaper.

Matthew Patry, director 
of student activities, said a 
Pride flag will be displayed 
alongside the BLM flag in 
a ceremony scheduled for 
next semester.

Senior Raynolds Awusi is 
an SGA delegate who was 
involved with the BLM flag 
effort. He is also president 
of the soon-to-be-approved 
campus chapter of the 
NAACP.

In an email, Awusi wrote 
that the chapter, which is in 
process of being approved, 
has resorted to virtual meet-
ings because of COVID-19.

He stated that his goals 
with the new chapter are “to 
be an outlet to combat rac-
ism, and to support anyone 
who is afraid of discussing 
any discriminatory or racist 
issues they may experience 
on campus or even off.”

“My long-term goal is to 
educate, educate students 
who may not understand 
what their peers have to go 
through, but are willing to 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Janet and Joel Mondlak have opened a one-season pop-up antiques & vintage store in downtown Brandon in the Aubuchon Building named 
Across the Street. The former owners of the Inside Scoop & Antiques by the Falls shops have been RVing since 2014 & came back to a beautified 
Brandon & wanted to open up a shop to show items they’ve picked up on the road & other items that have been stored for years.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A witch stirs stirs an imaginary pot of pumpkin/crow soup Wednesday on East Street 
in Proctor in a Halloween scene. Vermont crow season runs until Dec. 19 if you would 
like to try making some for yourself. However, it would be illegal to sell the crow 
soup under current Fish & Wildlife statutes and, of course, taxes would have to be 
collected and sent to Montpelier & Washington D.C.
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