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“Oh, my God, look 

at that picture over 

there! There’s the 

Earth coming up. 

Wow, is that pretty!”

Apollo 8 astronaut Bill Anders, 
switching from monochrome 

film to color just before 
snapping the iconic photograph 
that became known simply as 

“Earthrise.” — A6

People’s choice
Wallingford Select Board 

votes to allow residents to 

choose whether the town will 

fund hiring of a new recre-

ation director.  A2

Double win
Mount St. Joseph boys and 

girls basketball teams take 

wins in the Green Mountain 

Varsity Boys & Girls Holiday 

Tournamen.  B1

Today
SEASON OF GIV ING

Gift-of-Life Marathon continues. 

Day two at Rutland Regional Medical 

Center and day three at College of St. 

Joseph, www.redcrossblood.org.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — The town offi-
cially denies allegations of sexual 
discrimination made against it in 
a lawsuit filed by a former police 
officer in September.

Former Castleton Police Offi-
cer Cheri McDermott, through 
her attorney James G. Levins, of 
the Rutland firm Tepper Dardeck 

Levins & Fitzsimons, filed a com-
plaint in U.S. District Court against 
the town and its police chief, Peter 
Mantello.

The town and Mantello, through 
their attorney Kerin E. Stackpole, 
of the Burlington firm Paul Frank 
+ Collins PC, responded Tuesday 
denying allegations that McDer-
mott was treated unfairly because 
she’s a woman and that her firing 

was done under pretext. Stackpole 
also filed a motion asking the court 
to dismiss count one of the com-
plaint: discrimination under the 
federal Civil Rights Act.

The  second  count  in  the 
complaint alleges the town and 
Mantello violated the state’s Fair 
Employment Practices Act.

According to McDermott’s com-
plaint, she was hired as a police 

officer by the town in 2005. Man-
tello was hired as police chief in 
September 2014. She claims Man-
tello has said he doesn’t believe 
women should be police officers, 
that he said he had a three-year 
plan to get rid of McDermott, 
that he and the town discrimi-
nated against her because of her 

Bias against ex-cop denied
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Katrina Ducharme, Vermont State Police trooper, loads a toy bulldozer while shopping with Donalee Kirk, program coordinator at BROC-Community 
Service in Southwestern Vermont, at the Big Lots store in Rutland. Ducharme was joined by two troopers who helped BROC pick out and transport 
toys to their holiday Toys Under the Tree Fund, which as of Tuesday afternoon has served 313 children with gifts.

GMC says partnerships sought
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — Green Mountain 
College President Bob Allen said 
he hopes to secure a collaboration 
with another institution of higher 
learning by fall 2019, and prospects 
are being considered.

“We’re actively looking for 
partnerships, and much of those 

conversations are happening as we 
speak,” Allen said.

The East Room inside Withey 
Hall was packed Tuesday after-
noon as staff and faculty filed 
into a closed meeting with Allen 
at 1 p.m. At 2:45, faculty finally 
emerged, but none would speak on 
the record about the meeting, say-
ing that divulging any information 

could possibly harm potential 
collaborations.

The options for those collabora-
tions are both within Vermont and 
outside the state, Allen said.

“(Institutions of higher learning) 
are all over the news right now,” 
Allen said. “We’re anticipating a 
really good spring ... this was just 
our monthly update.”

Green Mountain College’s edu-
cation department is accredited 
by the Vermont State Department 
of Education, and their recre-
ation and outdoor programs are 
accredited with the Council on 
Accreditation of the National Rec-
reation and Park Association and 
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David Epstein, sales manager at Gus’ Tobacco Shop, handles a sale Tuesday afternoon at 
the store in Rutland.

TOYS UNDER THE TREE

City tobacco shop to close
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Downtown Rutland’s old-
est business will close at the 
end of the year.

Val Fothergill, who took 
over the family business at 
Gus’ Tobacco Shop from 
her father, Gus Louras, said 
she chose to get out of retail 
after the family sold it’s 
wholesale candy operation, 
Sam Frank Inc. (also once 
the name of the tobacco 
shop) to Capital Candy of 
Barre.

“I decided I didn’t want 

to do retail anymore,” she 
said. “The business is via-
ble. I just don’t want the 
responsibility and the com-
mitment. I want to do some-
thing else. You still have to 
do all the ordering, all the 
financials. After 40 years, I 
think I’m done.”

Fothergill said her father 
was 26 years old when he 
bought the Center Street 
s tore in 1951,  but the 
business has existed under 
various names for almost a 
century and a half.

“Sam Frank is a man’s 

name who mentored my 
father,” Fothergill said 
Tuesday as she did paper-
work in the back room of 
the shop. “He purchased a 
tobacco company from Lew 
Abraham in 1933. He used 
to be around the street at 9 
Center — if you look you 
can still see Lew Abraham’s 
name. ... I’m not positive, 
but I’m pretty sure he 
used to be on Merchants 
Row and moved around 
the corner. He used to do 

See Ex-cop, page  A5

See GMC, page  A5

See Tobacco, page  A5

By ERIC TUCKER 

and CHAD DAY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A 
f e d e r a l  j u d g e 
Tuesday abruptly 
pos tponed the 
s e n t e n c i n g  o f 
President Don-
ald Trump’s first 
national security 
adviser, Michael 
Flynn, declaring 
himself disgusted 
and disdainful of Flynn’s 
crime of lying to the FBI and 
raising the unexpected pros-
pect of sending the retired 
Army lieutenant general to 
prison.

Lawyers for Flynn, who 
admitted lying to the FBI 
about his Russian contacts, 
requested the delay during 
the stunning hearing in 
which U.S. District Judge 
Emmet Sullivan told the 
former Trump aide in a blis-
tering rebuke that “arguably 
you sold your country out.”

“I’m not hiding my dis-
gust, my disdain for his 

criminal offense,” the judge 
said.

The postponement gives 
Flynn a chance to continue 

cooperating with 
the government 
in hopes of stav-
ing of f  pr i son 
and proving his 
value as a witness, 
including in a 
foreign lobby -
ing prosecution 
brought just this 

week. The possibility of 
prison had seemed remote 
for Flynn, who was smiling 
and upbeat as he entered 
the courtroom, since prose-
cutors had praised his exten-
sive previous cooperation 
and didn’t recommend any 
time behind bars.

But the judge’s upbraid-
ing suggested otherwise 
and made clear that even 
defendants like Flynn who 
have cooperated exten-
sively in special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Russia 

Judge puts 
off Flynn 
sentencing

Flynn

See Flynn, page  A5


