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A new life
With help from the Vt. Land 

Trust, a couple re-energizes 

an old farm in West Haven.                                                               

                                       A2

Going galactic
The community gathers to 

support the Galactic Toy 

Drop, a Star Wars-themed 

toy collection event.  A3

On defense
The RHS boys basketball 

team opened its D-I title de-

fense with its school-record 

41st straight win, beating 

Essex.  B1

Today
Tool Training Weekly open house 

and tool trainings every Tuesday.

Tour at 4:30 p.m. and tool training 

this week with Tim Schneller, owner 

of Timco Jewelers talks jewelry, 

6-8 p.m. the MINT — Rutland’s Mak-

erspace, 112 Quality Lane, Rutland, 

342-9421.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Public Works Commissioner Jeffrey Wenn-
berg hopes to put a $3 million bond on the 
March ballot for bridge and culvert work.

Wennberg gave the Public Works Commit-
tee a “preview” of the bond Monday night as 
the committee reviewed the proposed general 
fund public works budget for FY 2019-20. Wen-
nberg said he will discuss a second planned 
bond, for stormwater improvements, when the 

committee goes over the water and sewer bud-
get on Tuesday.

Referring to the proposal as “Bridge Bond 
II,” Wennberg said it would continue the work 
of the 2012 bridge bond, which funded the 
Dorr Drive Bridge, Ripley Bridge, Forest Street 
Bridge and Killington Avenue culvert projects.

“We are at a point now where we’re looking 
for the next batch,” he said.

That batch was chosen, Wennberg said, by 
an engineering survey of all the city’s bridges 

and culverts. Over the next five or six years, he 
said, the bond would fund work on culverts on 
Park Street, Church Street, Allen Street, Grove 
Street and Lincoln Avenue as well as Bridge 25 
on Grove Street.

“These are the ones you drive over all the 
time and don’t even know they’re there,” Wen-
nberg said.

As the other committees have with almost 

$3M culvert bond planned

‘Shop With a Cop’ returns 
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

On Monday morning, Rutland 
City Police officers protected the 
rights of about a dozen Rutland 
City students to have a happy hol-
iday by aiding them in a shopping 
trip at Walmart.

During the second annual “Shop 
With a Cop” event, a national event 
brought to Rutland last year by 
Cpl. A. Heath Plemmons, about 
20 students from Rutland schools 
were paired with one of 14 Rutland 

police officers, a member of the 
local Kiwanis Club and, in one case, 
with Mayor David Allaire to buy 
presents at the downtown Walmart.

After the kids arrived at Walmart, 
they were led by their partner team 
to find clothing first, then school 
supplies and finally toys. The goal 
was to meet the students’ needs 
first and then help them find 
something more fun as a holiday 
present.

Paul Boyer, a member of the 
Kiwanis Club of Rutland, said the 

club was looking for a project they 
could support in partnership with 
the police. Plemmons suggested 
Shop With a Cop.

Plemmons said the event was 
planned to not only help kids in 
need have a better holiday, but to 
change the perception some may 
have about police officers.

“We want to break down those 
barriers and start good relations 
with the kids,” he said.

Helping the police officers com-
municate with young children he 

knows well, Jay Slenker, principal of 
the Rutland Intermediate School, 
said he thought Shop With a Cop 
was a “great” program. He noted 
the number of kids who partici-
pated had doubled from 10 served 
in 2017.

Slenker said the school identified 
the students who would partici-
pate in the event and also worked 
to coordinate with other holiday 
charities to try to serve as many 

Town mourns 
loss of longtime 
public servant

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Town officials are mourn-
ing the unexpected loss of 
a longtime public servant 
who died over the weekend.

State Police Trooper 
Benjamin Barton said that 
on Saturday at 1:21 a.m. 
police received a report 
that Richard S. Lloyd, 74, 
was missing. He’d gone to 
visit a friend at Hathaway 
Construction on Friday 
afternoon. Police said 
family members grew con-
cerned after he didn’t come 
home and they weren’t able 
to contact him.

Lloyd was the manager 
of the town transfer station 
and a sitting member of 
the Planning Commission. 
He had a long record as a 
public servant.

Barton said Lloyd’s vehi-
cle was discovered Saturday 
at 4:22 p.m. off a logging 
road near Blueberry Lane. 
A single set of footprints 
was found moving away 
from the vehicle. A dog was 
used to follow the tracks, 
which led police to Lloyd, 
deceased. The Rutland 

Town Fire Department 
assisted in taking Lloyd out 
of the woods. He was sent to 
the Office of the Chief Med-
ical Examiner in Burlington 
for an autopsy. Police said 
alcohol and overnight 
temperatures are believed 
to have contributed to the 
situation.

Anyone with information 
on Lloyd’s death is asked 
to contact State Police at 
802-773-9101.

“Dick was a great friend,” 
said Josh Terenzini, chair-
man of the Rutland Town 
Select Board. “He was full 
of life and an important 
part to the workings of our 
community.”

Terenzini said it  was 
Lloyd who, as a Justice of 
the Peace, officiated his 
parents’ marriage.

“It’s a shock to the com-
munity that he’s gone,” said 
Terenzini.

He praised Lloyd for his 
management of the trans-
fer station, saying Lloyd 
not only helped make it a 
friendly, welcoming place 

Farm Bill is ‘looking positive’
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — Hunger Free Vermont 
is confident a new Farm Bill will pass soon 
without stricter work requirements for 
food stamps.

“Within this current Farm Bill cycle a lot 
of the debate has been around the work 
requirements that were proposed to be 
stricter with 3SquaresVT, nationally known 
as SNAP, formerly known as Food Stamps,” 

said Olivia Peña, food security specialist 
with Hunger Free Vermont.

She spoke at a Hunger Council of Rut-
land County meeting Monday at Green 
Mountain College. The hunger council, 
and its respective counterparts, meets regu-
larly to discuss issues surrounding access to 
food. Scores of Rutland County organiza-
tions have representatives on the council.

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Rutland City Police Sgt. Jon Dickerson, left, helps RJ Jones with a set of tennis shoes during the “Shop With a Cop” event at Walmart on Monday.

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Kurt O’Connell gets stuck in deep snow while carrying tools and his son Michael, 
during the O’Connell family’s recent trip to find the perfect Christmas tree in the 
Green Mountain National Forest in Goshen. See more photos on page B8.
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