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Scott issues ‘stay 
at home’ directive
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER
Gov. Phil Scott on Tuesday issued 

a “stay home, stay safe” order and 
directed the closure of in-person 
operations for all non-essential 
businesses.

The order will  be in effect 
until April 15, though it may be 
extended or shortened as needed.

“I want to be very clear about this: 
We need everyone to limit activities 
outside of the home and to practice 
social distancing at all times to slow 
the spread of this highly contagious 
and potentially deadly virus,” said 
Scott in a statement. “We all must 
do our part to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 to minimize infections, 
particularly for those who are 
elderly or have underlying chronic 
health conditions, and prevent it 
from overwhelming our healthcare 
facilities. The more Vermonters 
who take this seriously and stay 
home, the faster we can return to 
normal.”

A news release from Scott’s office 
said the “restrictive measures” were 
implemented in consultation with 
Dr. Mark Levine, commissioner 
of the Vermont Department of 
Health, and Levine’s evaluation of 
the latest data.

On Tuesday,  the  Vermont 
Department of Health reported 20 
new confirmed cases of COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus, and two new deaths.

As of 5 p.m. on Wednesday, all 
businesses and not-for-profit enti-
ties not expressly exempted in the 
order must suspend all in-person 

business operations. Operations 
that can be conducted online 
or by phone, or sales that can be 
facilitated with curbside pickup or 
delivery only, can continue.

The order provides exemptions 
for businesses and entities provid-
ing services or functions deemed 
critical to public health and safety, 
as well as economic and national 
security including health care 
operations; retail serving essential 
human needs, like grocery stores, 
pharmacies and hardware stores; 
fuel products and supply; main-
tenance of critical infrastructure; 
news media; and transportation 
and critical manufacturing sectors.

“I fully recognize the emotional, 
financial and economic impact of 
these decisions, but based on the 
best science we have available, 
these measures are necessary,” said 
Scott. “I need all Vermonters to 
understand that the more quickly 
and closely we follow these stay-
at-home measures, the faster and 
safer we can get through this and 
get our daily lives, and our econ-
omy, moving again. I have tremen-
dous faith in Vermonters and our 
ability to follow these guidelines, 
to save lives and support each other 
throughout – even as we are physi-
cal separated.”

The latest total from Tuesday 
afternoon was 95 confirmed case 
of COVID based on 1,535 tests. The 
total number of deaths in Vermont 
was listed as seven.

Scott’s order directs Vermonters 
to stay at home, leaving only for 
essential reasons, critical to health 

and safety. If leaving the home, 
Vermonters should adhere to 
social distancing policies, includ-
ing remaining six feet from others, 
except for those with whom they 
share a home, and thoroughly 
and regularly washing hands, the 
release said.

No information was provided 
about the two deaths reported 
Tuesday. On Monday, the health 
department l isted three new 
deaths, all of them residents of Bur-
lington Health and Rehabilitation. 
Another death reported on March 
19 also was a resident of BHR.

The final death, also announced 
March 18, was a man from Windsor 
County, who was being treated at 
the Veterans Administration Medi-
cal Center in White River Junction.

An update was provided about 
BHR on Tuesday. According to 
the health department, about 
10 asymptomatic and short-term 
patients of BHR were scheduled 
to be moved to the DoubleTree by 
Hilton in Burlington. The rooms 
used have been adapted to meet 
the new use.

“This is a cooperative effort by 
the state, the UVM Medical Center 
and Burlington Health and Reha-
bilitation Center to ensure the 
center’s patients can receive the 
care they need, in comfort, and 
isolated from further possible expo-
sure to COVID-19. These patients 
will receive care by UVMMC clini-
cians and be discharged directly to 
their home after they are clinically 
determined to be well enough,” the 
health department’s update stated.

The health department update 
on Monday stated that information 
about each patient’s gender, age 
and home county would no longer 
be provided daily because of the 
increasing numbers.

The update stated that as Ver-
mont sees community spread of 
COVID-19, public health epide-
miologists will investigate cases, 
provide education on isolation 
actions the patients should take, 
and guide the patients on informa-
tion they should provide to their 
close contacts.

Epidemiologists also will follow 
up when vulnerable populations 
may have been exposed to COVID.

All specimens submitted by 
health care providers to the UVM 
Medical Center will be tested, 
according to the state.

However, testing resources in 
Vermont and in the U.S. are cur-
rently limited. For now, Vermont 
testing will prioritize samples from 
health care workers who are symp-
tomatic, patients who are hospital-
ized, residents of long-term care 
facility, incarcerated inmates and 
other high-priority groups. All 
other specimens will be tested as 
quickly as resources allow.

For the most up-to-date informa-
tion and guidance about COVID-
19, including from the CDC, visit 
healthvermont.gov/covid19

Correction: A headline in Tuesday’s 
editions gave was incorrect in giving 
the number of new COVID-19 deaths 
in Vermont as of Monday. It was three.

patrick.mcardle@rut-
landherald.com
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Starting Tuesday, 
March 24 we will 
be publishing 

a print edition on 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday until further 
notice. We will be 
publishing an e-edi-
tion on Wednesdays 
and Fridays that will 
include stocks, comics, 
puzzles, marketplace 
and more. Our web-
sites will have regularly 
updated news content.  
The COVID-19 crisis 
has forced us to make 
this temporary change. 
We hope to be back 
to publishing five days 
as soon as the health 
crisis has abated. We 
have suspended all 
walk-in traffic to our 
offices. We encourage 
our loyal subscribers 
and advertisers to call 
us when paying bills, 
renewing subscrip-
tions, placing ads or 
sharing news tips. Our 
customer service rep-
resentatives are eager 
to assist you. Feel free 
to call 800-244-2131. 
We remain grateful for 
your continued sup-
port of this newspaper 
during these challeng-
ing times. Thank you.

As a local business, 
we treasure our role 
in this community and 
the customers and 
friends who support us. 
Purchasing a gift card 
now for future use can 
help us and other local 
businesses get through 
this challenging time, 
as we all work together 
to return to business 
as usual.

Call Tim Duguay
today to get a 
special advertising 
rate to promote 
your gift cards at 
802-774-3038

Stay safe, and thank you 
for your understanding 
and support!

Editors Note: The following list is abbreviated 
from the original article published March 20 in the 
Rutland Herald by Jim Sabataso titled “Rutland 
County schools get meals to kids.”

Meals are being made available for pickup at 
designated locations around Rutland County 
for school-aged children.

 �RUTLAND CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Meals for any child younger than 18 living in 
the city. No application or prior approval is re-
quired. available from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, at the following locations: 
Northeast Primary School, Northwest Primary 
School, Rutland High School, Rutland Inter-
mediate/Middle School, Allen Street Campus, 
Mount St. Joseph Academy, Christ the King 
School, College of St. Joseph, Ocean State Job 
Lot and the Salvation Army.

 � SLATE VALLEY UNIFIED UNION 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
10 a.m. to noon Monday through Friday at 
Benson Village School, Fair Haven Union High 
School, Fair Haven Grade School, and Orwell 
Village School. The district is also looking into 
delivering meals along bus routes in the near 
future. Families are asked to complete a form 
available at bit.ly/svmeals.

 �MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Meals are being delivered along bus routes 
in towns throughout the district beginning at 
around 7:25 a.m. A detailed schedule is avail-
able at bit.ly/mrmeals. Families may also pick 
up at the district office at Mill River Union High 
School from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Any child younger 
than 18 living in the Mill River community is 
eligible to receive one.

 �GREATER RUTLAND COUNTY 
SUPERVISORY UNION
Breakfast and lunch on Mondays (three meals 
each) and Thursdays (two meals each), from 
7:30 to 9:30 a.m., at Proctor Elementary, Poult-
ney Elementary, West Rutland School, Mid-
dletown Springs Elementary and Wells Village 
School. Delivery is available to anyone unable 
to travel to a site. Families are asked to com-
plete a survey here bit.ly/grcsumeals.

 �RUTLAND NORTHEAST 
SUPERVISORY UNION
Families may sign up for home delivery of 
meals or pick them up from 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Monday through Friday at Neshobe School in 
Brandon, Lothrop School in Pittsford, Barstow 
Memorial School in Chittenden and Leicester 
School. Bus deliveries begin at 10 a.m.

 �RUTLAND NORTHEAST 
SUPERVISORY UNION
Families needing meals should call 247-5757.

 � TWO RIVERS SUPERVISORY UNION
Mount Holly and Belmont meals are being deliv-
ered to families along bus routes beginning at 9 
a.m, Monday through Friday. Meals will also be 
available for pickup at Mount Holly Elementary 
School weekdays from 7:30 to 9 a.m. Fami-
lies were emailed surveys to complete if they 
wished to be included.

 � PITTSFIELD
Pick up meals at Stockbridge Central School 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Families should call 234-9248 to order by 9 a.m. 
each day.

While other school districts serving the county 
also have meal distribution plans in place, de-
tails were not immediately available.

Danby, Mount Tabor and Pawlet families may 
contact the Bennington-Rutland Supervisory 
Union at 362-2452.

Killington families may contact the Windsor 
Central Supervisory Union at 457-1213.

Free School Meals in the Rutland area
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