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Erasing hate
Alexander Lawrence, who 

runs Mountainside Tattoo 

in Bellows Falls, says he’s 

seeing more requests 

from customers to remove 

offensive skin art.  
                                   B2

Garden design
Henry Homeyer visits with 

a pair of garden designers 

to learn about how they 

go about planning some 

of New England’s most 

striking backyard gardens.  
                                C1

FQW
Paul Costello, of Mont-

pelier, offers personal 

and broader insights 

into how the pandemic 

has shaped him — and 

Vermont.  
                               C6

Life’s a beach
Enjoying a happy day 

at the beach on a fine 

summer day without risk 

of becoming infected by 

a deadly spiking virus is 

a challenge well-worth 

overcoming.  
                                 C3
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More Vt. visitors welcome

State: No unmasking seen just yet

Coppinger to leave KPAA

CCV looks to 
remote classes

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 
has expanded the list of states for 
those looking to come to Vermont 
without having to quarantine to a 
sizable chunk of the eastern part 
of the country.

The change goes into effect July 
1, and those coming to the state 
would need to come from a county 
in their home state that meets a 
specific threshold.

At his Friday news conference, 

the governor said he was ready to 
ease another restriction in response 
to the state’s handling of the coro-
navirus pandemic. According to the 
state Department of Health, there 
were seven new cases of COVID-19 
to report Friday, bringing the total 
confirmed cases to 1,198. The 
death toll remains 56.

After shutting down nonessential 
businesses in mid-March, Scott said 
he’s allowed hospitality and lodging 
businesses to open back up at 50% 
capacity.

He has also allowed some people 
from out-of-state to come to Ver-
mont without having to quarantine 
themselves for 14 days. Those peo-
ple have been from counties in all 
of the New England states and New 
York. But the counties they came 
from had to have fewer than 400 
cases per million people. That’s 
the threshold the state has picked 
for allowing people to come into 
Vermont without quarantining.

But the governor said hospital-
ity and lodging businesses aren’t 

bringing in enough customers 
to make ends meet. He said the 
issue isn’t just about struggling 
businesses and the tax revenue 
they generate, but it’s also about 
the employees that work for them. 
Scott said state data shows at least 
10,000 hospitality workers remain 
out of work, which is about a quar-
ter of those in the state receiving 
unemployment as result of the 
pandemic.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Although Vermont has 
slowed the spread of COVID-
19, and hot weather has made 
wearing a mask a sweaty, 
uncomfortable experience, 
now is not the time for Ver-
monters to be lax in wearing 
a mask for community safety, 
said Dr. Mark Levine, com-
missioner of the Vermont 
Department of Health.

Levine,  who pointed 
out that health officials 
are encouraging the use 
of masks or facial cover-
ings, when using the term 
“masks,” said one reason 
people should persist is 
self-interest.

Levine said he expects 
new guidance in the near 
future from the federal 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 

that will further support 
the importance of wearing 
a mask while slowing a dis-
ease that’s transmitted by 
the respiratory root for the 
most part.

“Some of  the things 
that are coming out now 
are indicating that indeed 
the masks are, as we have 
thought, effective at pre-
venting respiratory drop-
lets, those larger droplets 

that have virus in them, 
from infecting other peo-
ple,” he said. “So it is an 
altruistic thing to do, to 
wear a mask, because you 
are potentially not going to 
spread your own respiratory 
droplets to other people.”

Levine said he couldn’t 
declare that CDC guid-
ance official yet but said 
he believed the direction 
would be announced soon.

The risk from aerosol is 
different because they are 
smaller and lighter particles 
that can be suspended in 
the air longer than droplets.

“The theory there is 
maybe you’re also protect-
ing yourself by wearing the 
mask because someone 
else’s aerosol won’t get 
to you because you won’t 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — The 
head of the Killington Pico 
Area Association will be 
leaving in the middle of 
July.

KPAA Executive Director 
Mike Coppinger said Friday 
that his last day at the orga-
nization will be July 17.

“I was approached by 
a business owner to be 
the general manager of 
his company up here,” 
said Coppinger, who has 
been with the KPAA as its 

executive director for three 
years. “It was a difficult deci-
sion, but one that I made 
thinking of my family. It’s 
an opportunity for me to 
grow professionally but still 
work in the community of 
Killington. I’m still working 
with a lot of the same peo-
ple I’ve worked with here.”

Previously, Coppinger 
was executive director of 
the Downtown Rutland 
Partnership, a job he held 
for 10 years.

“It’s bittersweet, because 
in the three years’ time I 

really feel like we’ve done 
some awesome th ings 
here, and I would love to 
continue to do that and 
see things through, but I 
could do that in a different 
capacity moving forward,” 
he said.

Coppinger said he can’t 
yet reveal his new job.

A Rutland native, Cop-
pinger graduated from 
Rut land High School , 
attended Castleton Univer-
sity, and finished his higher 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The Community College 
of Vermont will be open for 
the fall semester, but many 
classes will be online or 
have a “strong online com-
ponent,” according to Tapp 
Barnhill, dean of academic 
center administration

Barnhill said administra-
tion for the Community 
College of Vermont (CCV) 
met last week to develop 
plans for September.

“Basically, in the interest 
of insuring the well-being 
and safety of all of our 
learning communit ies 
throughout the state, but 
also, I think this is import-
ant, to bring clarity and 
certainty to our students, 
and to our faculty, we really 
have chosen to expand our 
virtual presence,” she said.

Barnhill broke down the 
classes into three types.

In hybrid classes, students 
will have online instruction 
but may come to the cam-
pus to do a science lab proj-
ect or a studio art piece as 
part of a blended model of 
learning.

In  synchronous  and 
asynchronous classes, there 
will be online-only classes. 
A student can participate 
at any time if enrolled in 

asynchronous classes. Syn-
chronous class take place 
during specific days and 
specific times.

The instructor and stu-
dents take part in the class 
live, so they can interact 
with the instructor and 
each other, but they do so 
using a computer and a 
program like Zoom to get 
a live experience but from 
a remote site.

For the flex classes, stu-
dents are working with the 
faculty independently.

“These are all classes that 
have a really big digital foot-
print,” Barnhill added.

Barnhil l  sa id one of 
CCV’s special strengths is 
offering online education, 
which the college has been 
doing for more than 20 
years.

“As our students return, 
they’re going to be work-
ing at mostly remote-type 
of learning modality that’s 
going to provide some 
flexibility, some certainty, 
some value,” she said. “Most 
importantly, still we’ll be 
able to incorporate that 
small interactive experience 
that is expected in a CCV 
classroom.”

Barnhill said she was 
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Water lilies dot the surface of Burr Pond in Sudbury on Friday afternoon as an angler fishes off a nearby dock in a pastoral scene.

A large flock of geese heads for the safety of open water after being disturbed on 
Friday afternoon at the Lake Hortonia Fishing Access Area in Sudbury.

SYLVAN SCENE

FLOCK HEADS FOR OPEN WATER
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