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Cosmos win
Springfield tops Mill River 

9-6 in local softball action 

on Friday.  
                                  B1

A test drive
In US cities, NASA is 

testing drone technology 

designed to manage travel 

of commercial, unmanned 

aerial vehicles delivering 

packages.  B4

Squandered river
Today, we use the shores 

of the Winooski for 

parking commuter cars. 

... If water is life, as we 

all know to be true, why 

are we squandering this 

precious resource?  C5

Cinderella story
Opera Company of 

Middlebury presents Jules 

Massenet’s “Cendrillon” 

May 31-June 8 at Town Hall 

Theater in Middlebury.  D1
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By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

DANBY — After a brief 
hiatus, a local landmark is 
back in business, offering 
ethanol-free gas and lots of 
meat on its subs.

M. White’s Fuel Stop, 
1003 Route 7,  opened 
Monday, said Martin White, 
its new owner. Formerly 
White’s Fuel Stop, it was 
started in 1999 by the late 
Lawrence White Jr.

“Bobby Davis owned it, 
it was a little repair shop 
before that,” said Larry 
White, Martin’s son, and 

the business’ manager. 
“Gramp put the tanks in 
the ground and got the gas 
station going.”

Lawrence White died 
in 2015, Martin said in an 
interview on Friday. Law-
rence’s estate controlled the 
business for a time, closing 
it in July 2018. Martin said 
he was on the fence about 
reopening it, but decided 
to take the chance.

“I kinda ended up with it 
as part of my inheritance,” 
said Martin. “We’ve never 
done this part of the whole 
thing, we just worked here.”

Martin, 60, has been a 
logger for 45 years.

“All I’ve ever done is 
logging. I’m still doing 
it. I’ve got four pieces of 
equipment just up the road 
here,” he said. “Waiting for 
the land to dry out enough 
so we can go logging.”

Larry, on the other hand, 
has worked at the fuel stop 
since 2000, his only break 
coming when the store 
closed for nine months.

“Most days have been 
pretty good, but it’s nothing 

White’s Fuel Stop rises again
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Laura McCutcheon, left and her husband, Brenden McCutcheon, seen here on Friday in 
Rutland, met and married while serving in the army in Germany. They now live in Rutland 
with their 4-year-old daughter, Candace, and will both graduate on June 1 from the Com-
munity College of Vermont in Rutland.

State limits 

contracts for Pike
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

LUDLOW — The contro-
versial Route 103 project is 
set to be completed by early 
July, but the company hired 
last year to do the work has 
had some limitations placed 
on it by the state.

Jeremy Reed, construc-
t ion engineer  for  the 
Agency of Transportation 
(AOT), said Friday his 
agency has limited the 
number of projects Pike 
Industries can be the pri-
mary contractor on, to 20.

Pike Industries was to 
have completed the Route 
103 project last year, but it 
ended up being delayed. 
Many commuters were 
upset over the work done, 
prompting state officials to 
hold a public meeting in 
Ludlow this spring.

Reed explained on Friday 
that contractors wanting to 
work on state projects have 
to be “qualified.” AOT 
looks at each company’s 
resources and sets a limit on 
how many projects they can 
be awarded. Reed said this 
is sometimes there’s a cap 
on the total dollar amount, 
other times the number 

of projects themselves are 
limited.

Each contractor’s quali-
fication status is reviewed 
on an annual basis, Reed 
said. Pike’s was revisited at 
the start of the year, and 
its work on Route 103 was 
taken into consideration, 
as were other projects the 
company worked on last 
year.

“It would be fair to say 
there were other projects 
Pike had that didn’t meet 
their completion dates,” 
said Reed.

Pike Industries formerly 
had no limit on the num-
ber of projects it could be 
awarded, given its size, said 
Reed.

“Pike is a very large com-
pany,” he said. “It’s part of 
an even larger company.”

According to its web-
page, Pike Industries was 
founded in 1872. In 1987, 
it was bought by CRH, a 
company based in Dublin, 
Ireland. Pike itself has 
scores of asphalt and gravel 
facilities in Vermont, New 
Hampshire, and Maine.

Reed said there aren’t 

Husband-and-wife veterans 
set to graduate from CCV

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Laura  and  Brenden 
McCutcheon are a cou-
ple who like to do things 
together.

They met when they were 
both serving in the U.S. 
Army and stationed in Ger-
many. When they returned 
to the United States, they 
decided to enroll in the 
Community College of 

Vermont’s Rutland campus 
at the same time and they 
will both graduate on June 
1.

Laura said she had taken 
some college courses when 
she was still in the army.

“It’s really hard to do. I 
just didn’t feel like I got the 
individual care or access to 
professors, access to advis-
ers, so I decided to go back 
when (the McCutcheons’ 

daughter, Candace) was 
about a year old. I read 
about CCV and it sounded 
like a great experience. 
When I came here, I really 
found they were very invit-
ing, very welcoming. They 
worked with me,” she said.

The McCutcheons said 
they  were  wel l  ser ved 
b y  G i n g e r  G e l l m a n , 
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Linda and Martin White pose Friday morning with an open 
flag outside of M. White’s Fuel Stop, which resumed busi-
ness this week.
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Tom Merwin, of Castleton, works on an oil painting inside the 77 Gallery Thursday afternoon in Rutland. Merwin will be joining several other artists 
across the state for Open Studio Weekend.

ARTIST’S TOUCH

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Memorial Day was cre-
ated to remember those 
who died in war.

Frank Fressie says he 
remembers them every day.

The 91-year-old served 
as a Navy corpsman in the 
Korean War, and he said 

that since he retired from 
his career in education, he 
has thought more and more 
about the men he lost and 
the loved ones they left 
behind.

“Families, the Gold Star 
families, there are some 
families who, other than 
the telegrams and the 

delivery of the body ... they 
know nothing else,” he 
said. “Always, in the backs 
of their minds, there’s ‘Did 
he die in pain? What did he 
want?’ That galls me.”

As a combat medic, Fres-
sie said he was there at the 
end for many soldiers, and 
wishes he could have filled 

in those gaps for their 
families.

“There is no way I could 
communicate that,” he said. 
“I didn’t know the guys. 
Some, that were in the 
company I was in, you knew 
them. Other guys, if it was 
a big operation, it was just 
a casualty. ... I never knew 

their names. It’s always 
bothered me those parents 
never got final information 
from a buddy. This per-
son wasn’t alone. He had 
one person with him who 
cared.”

Fressie said he did not 

See White’s, page  A7

FOR THE FAMILIES 

Vet offers Memorial Day thoughts

See Veteran, page  A7
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