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Otters pull away
Otter Valley captain Alia 

Edmunds on goal during the 

Otters’ playoff matchup Friday 

at Markowski Field in Brandon. 

The Otters took the Division II 

field hockey quarterfinal game 

2-0.                                        B1

‘Dream’ mall
American Dream, the 

second-largest mall in the 

U.S., is opening in New 

Jersey, but will the shop-

pers show up?  B4

Garlic time
It’s still fall, and Henry 

Homeyer wants gardening 

enthusiasts to know: Now is 

the time to plant garlic.  C1

‘Mamma Mia!’
The famous musical 

“Mamma Mia!” will be 

the Paramount Players’ 

first-ever production, at 

the Paramount Theatre in 

Rutland for one weekend 

only, Nov. 1-3.  D1
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Man charged in fatal crash

‘Catch-and-release’ creates questions

Pro-life group holds vigil

Outbreak, 
recall shutters 
cheesemaker 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Pine Street man is being 
held on $50,000 bail after being 
arraigned Friday for a felony count 
of grossly negligent driving for 
a crash on Route 7 on Thursday, 
which caused the death of Jacque-
line Burch, 26, of Pittsford.

Michael D. Reed, 27, of Rutland, 
pleaded not guilty in Rutland crim-
inal court to the felony charge and 
a misdemeanor charge of driving 
with a suspended license.

Judge David Fenster, explaining 
his decision for the bail amount, 
noted the police affidavit in the 
case said two emergency medical 

technicians told police 
they saw Reed apparently 
“huffing” from an aerosol 
can after the crash.

In an affidavit, Detec-
tive Ryan Ashe said police 
became involved in the 
case after being dispatched 
to a multi-vehicle crash in 
the area of North Main 
Street and Rotary Park on 
Route 7 in Rutland around 
10:15 a.m. Thursday.

Rutland Police Officer Rick Car-
avaggio was one of the first officers 
on the scene, Ashe said. He noted 
a blue Chevrolet in the middle of 
North Main Street, also known as 

Route 7, and a Subaru For-
ester off the the roadway 
in the grass at the bottom 
of a small embankment. 
Reed was sitting in the 
Forester.

Carvaggio flagged down 
an ambulance to direct 
assistance toward Reed. 
Two EMTs, Forest Peront 
and Courtney Harvey, 
assessed Reed.

“Later, when I interviewed EMT 
Peront at the office of the Rutland 
Regional Ambulance Service, he 
informed me that he was attempt-
ing to bring Reed over to the ambu-
lance, but Reed would not listen. 

Reed reached into the vehicle and 
Peront observed Reed ‘huff’ out of 
an aerosol can,” Ashe wrote.

Harvey said she watched Reed 
huffing through the back window 
of the Forester.

Harvey and Peront said Reed 
refused treatment at the scene.

Ashe also described the efforts of 
Officer James Rajda to assist Burch. 
The doors were locked so Rajda 
broke the window with a knife and 
a baton. Burch was lying diagonally 
across the front seats.

Rajda and an EMT tried to help 
Burch, but as she was being driven 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — While organizations 
like the Vermont chapter of the 
ACLU are calling for fewer people 
behind bars, the public perception 
appears to be that the state is run-
ning a “catch-and-release” criminal 
justice system.

Last weekend, police announced 
they had arrested two Massachusetts 

men on drug charges.
Eric A. Vasquez, 26, and Alex 

Xavier Rodriguez, 23, both of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, were 
charged with felony counts of her-
oin trafficking and possession of 
marijuana. They both pleaded not 
guilty to the charges Monday.

Police said Vasquez and Rodri-
guez had large amounts of heroin 
and marijuana on them. A witness 

told police he or she had seen 
Vasquez with a large amount of 
heroin and witnessed him selling 
the drug to people.

Both men were ordered held on 
$25,000 bail and it appears Rodri-
guez has posted that bail because 
he is no longer listed in the Depart-
ment of Corrections database as 
being in custody. Vasquez remains 
in custody.

The case drew criticism from 
the public because Vasquez was 
supposed to be on probation after 
pleading guilty in March to a felony 
count of heroin possession and a 
misdemeanor count of giving false 
information to law enforcement. 
Vasquez was sentenced to two to 
five years, all suspended except for 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Eight people gathered 
o u t s i d e  t h e  R u t l a n d 
Planned Parenthood cen-
ter Friday to participate in 
“40 Days For Life,” a public 
demonstration involving 
fasting, prayer offerings 
and “community outreach” 
sign-holding outside abor-
tion care providers.

C o - o r g a n i z e r  D e l i a 

Warnecke made a sign with 
the words “HOPE” on it, 
and held it alongside others 
who had their own signs say-
ing “Pray to End Abortion” 
and “Please choose Life.”

“Abortion is  not the 
answer,” Warnecke said. 
“We’re here not only to 
pray for the unborn chil-
dren to live their lives and 
not be cut short here but 
also for the moms and the 

dads that they can live a life 
without regret.”

Warnecke said the group 
prays for abortion care pro-
viders as well. Fellow partici-
pant JoAnn Nickels said the 
invocation of the number 
40 came from the Gospel of 
Mark in the New Testament, 
in which Jesus says a demon 
can only be cast out by 40 
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WEST PAWLET — An 
award-winning Vermont 
cheesemaker that sold its 
raw milk cheeses around 
the country has stopped 
manufacturing and selling 
cheese after a listeria out-
break and recall.

Consider Bardwell Farm 
in West Pawlet announced 
Thursday that its current 
funds do not allow it to 
continue manufacturing 
and selling cheese.

“We simply do not have 
the cash flow and resources 
to recover from the recall 
and sustain our business to 
move forward,” it said on 
social media.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration posted an 
announcement Sept. 30 
of a voluntary recall of 
the farm’s Dorset Cheese 
from Whole Foods over 
concerns about potential 

listeria contamination.
The cheese was sold at 

Whole Foods Market stores 
in Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New York 
and Rhode Island, accord-
ing to the FDA notice.

C o n s i d e r  B a r d w e l l 
recalled two other cheeses.

The notice said Liste-
ria monocytogenes is an 
organism that can cause 
serious and sometimes 
fatal infections in young 
children, frail or elderly 
people and others with 
weakened immune symp-
toms. In healthy people, it 
can cause short-term symp-
toms such as high fever, 
severe headache, stiffness, 
nausea, abdominal pain 
and diarrhea, the notice 
said.

A phone message was 
left seeking comment from 
Consider Bardwell Farm.
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Brad Matteson, of Rutland, sorts tires at Casella Construction in Mendon on Friday afternoon for the Wheels for Warmth Program. The program 
was started by Phil Scott 15 years ago. The proceeds from the sales of tires will be donated to BROC for heating assistance.
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Activists stand across the street from the Planned Parenthood center in Rutland on Friday.
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