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Education tax rates higher

Slight uptick in coronavirus cases

DCF faces lawsuit 
over baby’s death

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

City education tax rates 
are going up for the coming 
year.

The Rutland City home-
stead property tax rate for 
fiscal year 2022 will increase 
8%, or 13 cents — from 
$1.51 to $1.64 per $100 of 
property value — according 
to the Vermont Department 
of Taxes.

The non-homestead tax 

rate is up about 3 cents, 
from $1.69 to $1.72.

The city’s residential tax 
rate is set each July by the 
Board of Aldermen based 
on the sum of the home-
stead tax rate, which is set 
by the state but based on 
city school district’s annual 
budget; and the municipal 
tax rate, which is set by the 
city.

The  non-res ident ia l 
rate, which is similarly 

calculated, is based on the 
sum of the city’s municipal 
tax rate and the non-home-
stead rate, which is set by 
the state based on budgets 
submitted by all Vermont 
school districts.

Rut land Ci t y  Publ ic 
Schools Director of Finance 
Ted Plemenos delivered 
the news to the Board of 
Alderman Monday evening, 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Offi-
cials say there’s a slight 
uptick in coronavirus cases 
in the state, though they 
aren’t concerned thanks to 
the state’s high vaccination 
rate.

At  Gov.  Phi l  Scot t ’s 
regular news conference 
Tuesday, Michael S. Pie-
ciak, commissioner of the 
Department of Financial 
Regulation, said 2,258 

people received their first 
dose of the vaccine this 
past week. That brings the 
eligible population with at 
least one dose of the vac-
cine to 83.2%, which is best 
in the country. Only those 
12 years and older are eli-
gible for the vaccines avail-
able because they haven’t 
been approved for anyone 
younger than that.

Pieciak said the state 
has seen its second week 
of increased cases. He said 

there were 89 reported 
cases during the past week 
compared to 54 the week 
prior.

“The majority of these 
cases continue to be in the 
unvaccinated population 
here in Vermont,” he said.

Pieciak said cases are 
expected to be a l itt le 
higher than they have been 
going forward thanks to 
the so-called Delta variant 
spreading among the unvac-
cinated. This variant, first 

identified in India, is said 
to be more transmissible 
and can cause more severe 
illness than prior versions of 
the virus.

While cases regionally 
have increased, he said the 
number of hospitalizations 
has remained stable.

Pieciak said the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) announced 
Tuesday it estimates 83% of 
all new cases are the Delta 
variant.

Health Commissioner Dr. 
Mark Levine said residents 
are well protected from the 
virus thanks to Vermont’s 
high vaccinat ion rate. 
Levine said while there has 
been an increase in cases, 
there have been no big 
outbreaks.

He said the unvaccinated, 
however, have never been 
at higher risk than they are 
now because of this variant 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

F a m i l y  m e m b e r s  o f 
Harper Briar, a 6-month-old 
baby who died after being 
at a Rutland day care in 
January 2019, are suing the 
Vermont Department for 
Children and Families and 
some of its employees, argu-
ing the state should have 
investigated allegations the 
day care’s owner had used 
medications, without par-
ents’ knowledge, to manage 
some of the children.

The lawsuit,  fi led on 
behalf of Harper Briar and 
her parents, Marissa and 
Blake Briar, asks for unspec-
ified damages for compen-
sation and “exemplary 

damages in an amount 
sufficient to reduce the like-
lihood of the recurrence of 
the conduct of the defen-
dants … and the resulting 
injury to other citizens.”

Felony charges are pend-
ing against the day care’s 
owner, Stacey Vaillancourt, 
54, of Rutland, of man-
slaughter and cruelty to a 
child with death resulting. 
Vaillancourt pleaded not 
guilty to the charges in 
Rutland criminal court in 
March 2019.

The 13-page complaint, 
filed in Rutland civil court 
in  March,  a l leges  the 
Department for Children 
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Robert Hinton,of West Rutland, walks his three dogs, Arabella, Chloe and Sylvia, on Marble Street on Tuesday afternoon.
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Vandals struck the Rutland Country Club late Monday evening, tearing up a portion of 
the first hole and leaving large vehicle tracks on the manicured lawn.
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Beetle juice
You know we’re in “Blade 

Runner” territory when the 

push is on to eat bugs. Ex-

perts say they’re rich in pro-

tein, crunchy, tasty. However, 

still they’re bugs.  A8

Busy summer
Coaches and personnel at 

Castleton University have 

remained busy this summer 

preparing for the upcoming 

school year.  B1
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By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Rutland’s municipal taxes 
are only going up slightly 
while the education rate 
jumps.

The Board of Aldermen 
on Monday voted to set 
the municipal tax rate at 
$1.7705 per $100 of assessed 
property  va lue,  which 

represented an increase of 
less than a penny from last 
year’s $1.7676. This com-
bines with the homestead 
state education rate of $1.64 
— up 13 cents from last 
year’s $1.51, for a combined 
residential rate of $3.4105.

M a r k o w s k i  s a i d  t h e 

Tax bills set to jump

See Suit, page  A5
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