
Embezzler pleads guilty

Rutland USPS to move next week

Farmers dish at Farm to Plate

Town opposes 
tower location

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Chittenden man might serve 
15 months in federal prison after 
pleading guilty Thursday to one 
count of mail fraud for allegedly 
ordering items for the the military, 
keeping them and reselling them 
on the internet.

Ammon Yule, 42, who had been 
a supply sergeant for the Vermont 
National Guard stationed at the 
Rutland Armory, was arraigned 

in federal court in April on three 
counts of embezzling taxpayer 
property and three counts of mail 
fraud.

Yule entered a plea agreement 
Thursday under which five of the 
six charges would be dropped 
when Yule is sentenced.

While Yule entered a guilty plea, 
his plea will not be accepted until 
he is sentenced, which is scheduled 
for March 2. A pre-sentence report 
will be created before March.

The plea agreement filed in the 
case called for a sentence of no 
more than 15 months.

According to the indictment 
filed against Yule in March, Yule 
served as a supply sergeant at the 
Post Road site known as the Rut-
land Armory.

Yule was  a  member of  the 
National Guard who was authorized 
to order equipment and uniforms 
from the Kentucky Logistics Opera-
tions Center, where National Guard 

supplies were stored and where 
they were shipped from.

By March 2017 and continuing 
until March 2018, Yule operated 
a scheme by which he obtained 
guard uniforms and equipment 
illegally, intercepted the items as 
they reached Rutland and sold 
them, using the website eBay.com.

The indictment described the 
operation of the scheme as Yule 
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The last day of the Rut-
land post office on West 
Street will be Saturday, but 
those who pick up mail, buy 
stamps or send packages 
there will only have to cross 
the parking lot to get to the 
new location at the post 
office’s annex.

Rutland Postmaster James 
M. Ragosta II said the move 
was originally planned for 
October, but construction 
issues caused delays.

On Thursday, however, 
Ragosta said he was packing 
up, and the move would 
take place within days.

A handwritten sign at the 
post office on Thursday said 

the last day people could 
buy stamps or retrieve mail 
from their post office boxes 
was Saturday.

Starting on Tuesday, 
those services will be avail-
able at the new site across 
the parking lot from where 
they are now.

Monday is Veterans Day 
and the post office will not 

be open.
The new site of the Rut-

land U.S. Postal Service is 
on state and federal histor-
ical registries because it is 
believed to be one of the 
few art deco-style buildings 
in Vermont. It was built in 
1927 and originally used as 
a car dealership.

Ragosta said customers 

will be able to pick up 
new keys for post office 
boxes next week in the new 
building.

According to Ragosta, the 
move from one building to 
the other will not mean any 
interruption of services. He 
said it has not affected the 
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KILLINGTON — Will 
you keep running the saw 
mill at your dairy farm after 
your parents retire or focus 
on the cows? Should you 
keep growing vegetables 
on the land where you were 
raised, or do you and your 
husband go elsewhere? Was 
leaving California for Ver-
mont insane or was it the 
right decision?

These are all some of 
the questions a group of 
Vermont farmers have 
grappled with. They shared 

their stories and answered 
questions at the Farm to 
Plate annual network gath-
ering held at the Killington 
Grand Resort Hotel on 
Thursday.

“I  grew up in South 
Royalton, Vermont, born 
and raised there on a first 
generation diversified veg-
etable and livestock farm,” 
said Shona Sanford-Long, 
of Luna Bleu Farm in South 
Royalton. “I didn’t ever 
think I was going to go back 
to farming after college. It 
was something I’d grown up 
with, always loved, maybe 

not always loved, but loved 
many aspects of.”

Through studying biol-
ogy in college, she realized 
much of what interested 
her in life could be found 
in farming. She worked on 
livestock farms around the 
country, “and then decided 
under two years ago to 
move back to my family’s 
farm in Vermont with my 
husband, thinking about 
potentially taking over the 
farm.”

She said farming leaves 
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PITTSFORD — The 
Select Board voted 4-0 with 
one abstention to voice its 
opposition to AT&T’s cho-
sen location for a cell tower 
intended to improve emer-
gency communications.

A few more than 50 
people showed up to the 
Wednesday board meeting, 
which was held at Lothrop 
Elementary School in antic-
ipation of a large crowd.

House Rep. Butch Shaw, 
R-Pittsford, explained that 
permitting for the proposed 
140-foot tower off Oxbow 
Road is entirely under the 
purview of the Public Utility 
Commission. While town 
zoning bylaws don’t govern 
it, the town can make its 
views known to the com-
mission, as can abutting 
landowners and others 
party to the quasi-judicial 
proceeding.

He said people should 
contact Clay Purvis, direc-
tor of the Telecommunica-
tions and Connectivity Divi-
sion of the Department of 
Public Service, if they have 
any questions about how to 
get involved in the process. 
He said the Department 
of Public Service exists to 
represent the public in 
matters before the Public 

Utility Commission.
AT&T has  proposed 

this tower because it was 
awarded a federal contract 
to do so. It’s part of the First 
Responder Network, also 
known as FirstNet, which 
was authorized by Congress 
in 2012. Towers, or modifi-
cations to existing towers, 
have been proposed by 
AT&T in Benson, Killington 
and Mount Holly.

The company may be 
exploring other options, 
however. Town Manager 
John Haverstock said at 
the meeting he’d received 
an email from AT&T say-
ing given the feedback it 
received from a Pittsford 
P lanning Commiss ion 
meeting Oct. 24, it was 
exploring other options.

Those  who spoke a t 
the Wednesday meeting 
were concerned about 
the Oxbow Road tower’s 
potential impacts to the 
area’s aesthetics and their 
property values. Several 
pointed out there are other 
locations, and other exist-
ing towers, AT&T could use 
that wouldn’t have these 
impacts and would provide 
far better coverage than 
what the company is now 
proposing.
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Pedestrians cross the corner of Center Street and Merchants Row in Rutland on a 
rainy Thursday afternoon.

WINTRY MIX DOWNTOWN

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  SPOTLIGHT

  HOT SPOT

 www.rutlandherald.com ◆ Friday, november 8, 2019 ◆ volume 159 • number 180 $1.00

Weather A2

Calendar A3

Editorial A4

Obituaries A6

Business A7

Advice  B4

Comics B4

Crossword B4

Horoscope  B4

Sports B1

Marketplace B5

Television B7

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � NOV. 7, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 2-3-0 and 8-6-9-5
Evening: 9-5-0 and 3-3-9-3
New York State
6-2-5 LS13 and 6-4-3-6LS19

 � NOV. 6, 2019 DRAWS
Powerball: 15-28-46-62-64 
PB:17

 � SUBSCRIBE
www.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS
news@rutlandherald.com
802-774-3026

Insta

High 35

Low 15

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

“These are not 

sudden, impulsive 

acts where a 

student suddenly 

gets disgruntled. 

The majority of 

these incidents are 

preventable.”

Lina Alathari, head of the Secret 
Service National Threat Assess-

ment Center, comments on a 
comprehensive review released 

Thursday analyzing school 
attacks since the Columbine 

shootings in 1999. — B8

Zen approach
The Bread Loaf Mountain 

Zen Community in Corn-

wall provides a prepared-

from-scratch free lunch for 

homeless or just plain hungry 

people every Thursday 

noontime at Trinity Episcopal 

Church in Rutland.  A8

Sunday
LEARN TO CURL

After completing this introduction, 

players are eligible to participate 

in regular league nights or in pick-

up games. No special equipment 

needed. $20, 3-5 p.m. Giorgetti 

Arena, Oak St. Ext., Rutland, rutlan-

drockscurlingclub@gmail.com.
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Brendan Hancock of Prana Design of Sunapee, N.H., paints a railing in the Annex Building of the new Rutland post office on a rainy Thursday afternoon. 
The post office is moving its location next door to make more room for more federal offices at the current location.
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