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Ambushed
Drug cartel gunmen kill six 

children and three women, 

all U.S. citizens living in 

northern Mexico, authorities 

said Monday.  B4

Tonight
FIGURE DRAWING

With Dick Weis and Phil Whit-

man, every other Wednesday. $8, 

6-8 p.m. Stone Valley Arts at Fox Hill, 

145 E. Main St., Poultney, stoneval-

leyartcenter@gmail.com.

Pedestrian safety at issue

Woman accused of knife attack

Illness disrupts Stone trial

Sheriff to two 
towns: More 
communication

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Savannah Crowther said she 
would like to feel a little safer walk-
ing around her new hometown.

Crowther, who identified herself 
as one of the people who relocated 
to Rutland through the “Stay to 
Stay” program went before the 
Board of Aldermen on Monday 
to ask the city to do more about 
pedestrian safety, particularly along 
Main Street. She said pedestrian 
safety should be a top concern 
if the city wants to see more eco-
nomic growth.

“Almost every single one 
of us here this evening 
has children,” she 
said. “We do care 
about the safety of 
our community and 
our families.”

C r o w t h e r  s a i d 
she did not feel safe 
walking to Seward’s, 
costing the restaurant 
a customer. She also pointed 
to a series of fatalities, including 
the death of Carly Ferro in 2012 
and the crash that shut down 
Main Street and killed a Pittsford 

woman last month.
“We’re not going to wait 
around for the next fatal-

ity ... before emphat-
ically expressing our 
concern,” Crowther 
said. “We hope you 
don’t, either.”

Alderman Matt Whit-
comb said Project VISION 

had been actively looking 
at pedestrian safety and said that 
if Crowther gave him her contact 
information, he would loop her in 
on those discussions. Whitcomb has 
previously described learning that 

one of the barriers to local people 
using public transportation was 
that they often felt unsafe getting 
to and from bus stops.

Also, Whitcomb proposed a 
motion Monday — approved unan-
imously by the board — to refer the 
issue to the Community and Eco-
nomic Development Committee.

“This is the sort of feedback 
that’s helpful, especially from peo-
ple we’ve recently attracted,” Alder-
woman Melinda Humphrey said.

Alderman Thomas DePoy noted 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A local woman is being held 
without bail after police said she 
stabbed her boyfriend with a knife 
in the parking lot of the CVS Phar-
macy on South Main Street in Rut-
land around 7:30 a.m. Tuesday

Tijanique Keyanna Reeves-
Brown, 23, of Rutland, pleaded not 

guilty Tuesday in Rutland criminal 
court to a felony charge of first-de-
gree aggravated domestic assault 
with a weapon.

The charges against Reeves-
Brown were based on an affidavit 
written by Detective Emilio Rosa-
rio, of the Rutland City Police 
Department, who said police 
had responded to a report that a 

woman, later identified as Reeves-
Brown, had stabbed a man and 
then fled the area.

Rosario said police were told the 
alleged victim was being treated at 
Rutland Regional Medical Center.

The affidavit said a police officer 
was at the hospital with the victim 
but noticed a woman had been 
at the hospital who matched the 

description of the woman who 
allegedly stabbed the man.

The officer followed the woman 
out of the hospital, to her car and 
to Crescent Street. The woman was 
seen going into 21 Crescent St. 
and moments later she was seen 
running through the backyard 

By ASHRAF KHALIL

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
trial of Roger Stone, the 
flamboyant former confi-
dant of President Donald 
Trump, kicked off Tuesday 
amid a host of medical 
issues involving both the 
defendant and a spectator.

Shortly after jury selec-
tion began, the courtroom 
had to be cleared for more 
than a half hour when a 
man sitting in the back 
row moaned loudly and 

collapsed on the floor. He 
was revived and helped 
from the room by medical 
staff. Not long after the 
session resumed, Stone 
himself went home early, 
telling U.S. District Judge 
Amy Berman Jackson that 
he had food poisoning.

S t o n e ,  a  l o n g t i m e 
Republican provocateur, 
faces charges related to 
allegations he sought to 
collaborate with WikiLeaks 
to release emails hacked by 
Russia to damage Hillary 

Clinton’s Democratic pres-
idential campaign.

The trial in Washington 
promises to revive the 
specter of special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investiga-
tion as the impeachment 
inquiry against Trump pro-
ceeds in the House. Stone’s 
indictment in January stems 
directly from Mueller’s 
investigation. He is accused 
of lying to lawmakers about 
WikiLeaks, tampering with 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PROCTOR — After hear-
ing the town wasn’t wholly 
satisfied with its police cov-
erage, to the point where 
it was speaking to Pittsford 
about sharing an officer 
and equipment, Rutland 
County Sheriff Stephen 
Benard met with the Select 
Board attempting to clear 
the air.

Benard told the board 
O c t .  2 8  t h a t  h e  h a s 
watched two meetings in 
Pittsford and Proctor that 
were recorded by PEG-TV 
regarding police coverage 
in Proctor.

“I guess the first comment 
I’d like to make is, I think at 
the first meeting I came to 
with this board, I gave every-
body my business card with 
my cellphone number on 
the back,” said Benard. “I’ll 
repeat the request, if you 
have any issue, any issue, 
call my cellphone 24/7 
because I’m there. I can 
answer the issue or I can 
help with the issue.”

Proctor has a contract 

with the sheriff’s depart-
ment for 40 hours per week 
of police coverage. Mem-
bers of the Proctor Select 
Board met with the Pittsford 
Select Board in October to 
open discussions about pos-
sibly sharing police services. 
It was agreed each board 
would establish a commit-
tee to identify needs and 
capabilities, then the two 
towns would see what they 
might do for each other.

Benard said he thinks 
there might be some con-
fusion on the Proctor board 
about the type of contract 
the town has.

“The contract for the 
town of Proctor and West 
Rutland is a combined 
patrol contract,” he said. 
“So that means each town 
pays essentially for a 40 
hour per week position, 
but you effectively get 80 
hours of a week of coverage. 
You get 40 hours a week 
where there’s a car actually 
in town, but during that 
other 40 hours the officer 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A flock of snow geese feed in a field at the Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area along Route 17 in Addison on Tuesday morning.

FIELD DECORATED BY SNOW GEESE

•
CI

TY
OF RUTLAN

D
•

B
O

A
R

D
OF ALDER

M
E

N

See Safety, page  A5

See Knife, page  A5

PITTSFORD, PROCTOR

See Sheriff, page  A5

AP PHOTO

Roger Stone, with his wife, Nydia Stone, arrive Tuesday at the federal court in Washington. 
Stone, a longtime Republican provocateur and former confidant of President Donald Trump, 
goes on trial over charges related to his alleged efforts to exploit the Russian-hacked 
Hillary Clinton emails for political gain.

See Stone, page  A5

Union support
Democratic presidential can-

didates vie for union support 

during a campaign stop in 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The 

2020 Democratic primary in 

that state is set for Feb. 3.  A3


