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Record choices for city seats

Educators question vaccine plan

Citizens over 
75 to sign up 
for vaccines

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

City voters are looking 
at the most extensive town 
meeting ballot in living 
memory, with the most 
populated mayoral race in 
city history.

“It’s the first time in a 
long time we’ve had an 
inordinate  amount  of 
extremely interested people 
for every elected position,” 
said City Clerk Henry Heck.

Seven people are seeking 
the mayor’s office and 18 

candidates are vying for six 
seats on the Board of Alder-
men. Seven people are com-
peting for three seats on the 
school board and another 
seven are competing to 
replace retiring City Asses-
sor Barry Keefe. On top 
of that, voters have three 
choices for city treasurer.

Some of those candi-
dates are duplicated across 
races. Kam Johnston is 
once again running for all 
of the positions while his 
mother, Marge Johnston, 

is running against him in 
the mayoral, assessor and 
treasurer’s races. Despite 
them running against one 
another, the younger John-
ston said he is serving as his 
mother’s “press assistant” in 
her races.

Mayor David Allaire is 
running for re-election to a 
third term. Opposing him 
are two members of the 
Board of Aldermen — Chris 
Ettori and Sam Gorruso 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

As Vermont rolls out its next 
wave of COVID-19 vaccinations 
to individuals ages 75 and up this 
week, school teachers are putting 
pressure on the state to provide a 
plan for them.

Earlier this month, Samantha 
Brehm, a teacher working in the 
Mount Mansfield Unified Union 
School District, launched a petition 

on Change.org urging Gov. Phil 
Scott to “prioritize the COVID-19 
vaccination for K-12 teachers and 
school staff, in accordance with the 
CDC and Federal guidelines.”

As of Monday, it had garnered 
more than 5,100 signatures.

In December, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
classified people working in the 
education sector as “frontline 
essential workers,” putting them 

just after the elderly living in long-
term care facilities and health care 
workers in the vaccine queue.

Both Colorado and Tennessee 
have since announced plans to 
prioritize inoculations for teachers 
to better align with CDC guidance.

Calls for getting the vaccine into 
the arms of school workers comes 
on the heels of Scott’s announce-
ment earlier this month of his goal 
to have K-12 school return to full 

in-person learning by the end of 
April.

That plan is being met with 
scrutiny by educators as a timeline 
for vaccinations for school work-
ers remains unset, and increased 
community spread of COVID has 
forced many schools to toggle 
between in-person and remote 
learning.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The Vermont Department of Health 
is accepting appointments from citizens 
75 or older for vaccinations against 
COVID-19.

Vermont officials have been providing 
vaccinations for health care profession-
als who deal directly with patients, first 
responders, such as emergency medical 
technicians and police, and residents of 
long-term care facilities.

Kelly Dougherty, deputy health commis-
sioner, said the department had taken a 
“data-informed approach” to expanding 
the availability of vaccines. The most vul-
nerable population and the area where 
there had been the most deaths was 
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This week in People & Places, our photographer takes a look inside the Rutland Winter {span}Farmers Market. See what was happening this 
past Saturday on page A7.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Connor Sweet, 14, and Cameron Cannucci, 15, right, skid to a stop while skating on Monday after-
noon at the Proctor Skating Rink. The rink has reopened as of Monday, but is open only to Proctor 
residents. The hours are from 3:30-7 p.m., Monday through Friday; 12 to 8 p.m. on Saturday; and 12 
to 6 p.m. on Sunday.
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“On Monday 

morning, members 

of the states press 

corps got a reality 

check via email. ... A 

notice, sent by more 

than 50 current and 

former state leaders, 

cautioned journalists 

about gender bias. 

It was humbling, 

especially for us.”

Editorial, A4

Sports
Rutland graduate Rylee 

Burgess won Little East Con-

ference Rookie of the Week.  

                                       B1

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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STAFF REPORTS

N u m e r o u s  R u t l a n d 
County Towns will have only 
one choice for officers on 
their town meeting ballots.

Sudbury has opted to 
delay its local elections 
until June. Several other 
towns reported a shortage 
of candidates when the 
deadline to run for public 

office arrived Monday.
Benson, which is forego-

ing its floor meeting this 
year, has no contested races.

Four people are running 
for two one-year terms 
on the Brandon Select 
Board — incumbent Seth 
Hopkins, Lindsey Berk, 

Numerous towns come 
up short on candidates

See City, page  A8 See Towns, page  A8

See Teachers, page  A8

See Vaccines, page  A6


