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Anxious to vote
Voting by mail is not typi-

cally a partisan issue, but 

the electorate is divided: 

More Trump voters plan to 

wait until Election Day.  
                               A6

Pickled harvest
The history of food pres-

ervation has been a lot of 

trial and error, since there 

was no scientific method 

around food safety until 

relatively recently, in about 

the last 150 years.  C1

And so to bed
Anyone paying attention 

to the calendar knows 

summer fun’s just about 

had it, and Weekender 

garden columnist Henry 

Homeyer offers use-

ful suggestions about 

preparing gardens for the 

seasons to come.  C2

Bard in capital
Lost Nation Theater 

comes alive at 2 p.m. Sun-

day with Shakespeare’s 

comedy “A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream” to be 

performed on the State 

House steps.  D1
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Justice Ginsburg dies at 87

Bars, hotels can more freely open

Deadlines tight for housing 

Schools navigate 
issues of privacy

By MARK SHERMAN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
a diminutive yet towering women’s 
rights champion who became the 
court’s second female justice, died 
Friday at her home in Washington. 
She was 87.

Ginsburg died of complications 
from metastatic pancreatic cancer, 
the court said.

Her death just over six weeks 
before Election Day is likely to set 
off a heated battle over whether 
President Donald Trump should 
nominate, and the Republican-led 
Senate  should  conf i rm,  her 

replacement, or if the seat should 
remain vacant until the outcome of 
his race against Democrat Joe Biden 
is known.

Chief Justice John Roberts 
mourned Ginsburg’s passing. “Our 
Nation has lost a jurist of historic 
stature. We at the Supreme Court 
have lost a cherished colleague. 
Today we mourn, but with confi-
dence that future generations will 
remember Ruth Bader Ginsburg as 
we knew her — a tireless and reso-
lute champion of justice,” Roberts 
said in a statement.

Ginsburg announced in July that 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Restaurants 
can now seat customers at their bars 
and hotels are allowed to let out 
all of their rooms, Gov. Phil Scott 
announced Friday, further relaxing 
coronavirus restrictions that have 
been in place since March.

“Meaning food and drink service 
can take place at the counter, if the 

restaurant has one,” said Scott at a 
news conference. “But there needs 
to be a minimum of 6 feet between 
parties and a barrier between 
customers and staff behind the 
counter.”

Bar seating wasn’t allowed under 
state health rules and hotels and 
inns were limited to half capacity. 
Scott said with hotels, those busi-
nesses can rent all their rooms but 

must still comply with all other 
COVID-19 related rules and reg-
ulations especially ones around 
quarantine and travel.

“I know some may worry about 
whether this means we’ll see a 
flood of people from other states, 
but I want to remind everyone that 
our campgrounds, our arenas, cot-
tages, which are now closing for the 
season, have been at 100% capacity 

all summer,” said Scott.
He added that the state will move 

its travel map and virus modeling 
presentations to Tuesdays.

“This will give folks a few more 
days to see the latest map and 
adjust their travel plans to comply,” 
he said.

Scott and other state officials 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The Rutland Housing 
Authority is working to get 
permits for two projects that 
will bring about 20 units of 
transitional and affordable 
housing to the Rutland 
area. But since it’s using 
federal CARES Act funding, 
the timeline is tight.

Kevin Loso, executive 
director of the Rutland 
Housing Authority, said 
Thursday that one project 

will be at 101 Woodstock 
Ave. in Rutland Town, while 
the other will be at 15, 17 
and 19 Pine St. in the city.

The Woodstock Tran-
sitional Housing project 
will be aimed at providing 
housing for those cur-
rently in hotel rooms paid 
for by the state. The Pine 
Street Apartments will be 
longer-term affordable 
housing, accepting people 
from hotel rooms or the 
Woodstock project itself, 

said Loso.
Together these will cost 

about $4.2 million, said 
Loso.  The funds  were 
awarded by the Vermont 
Housing Conservat ion 
Board, which was distrib-
uting $32 million from the 
CARES Act.

“The grant we received 
through the  Vermont 
Housing Conservat ion 
Board requires us to have 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

As Vermont’s K-12 schools 
settle into the school year, 
new applications of video 
technology in the classroom 
have districts navigating 
uncharted waters around 
issues of privacy.

Across the state, many 
schools are using synchro-
nous ,  hybrid learning 
models whereby a group 
of students may be simulta-
neously learning in-person 
and remotely.

To bridge this virtual 
divide, teachers are putting 
cameras in classrooms to 
deliver lessons to all stu-
dents. Also, teachers are 
being instructed by admin-
istrators to record these 
lessons so students with 
connectivity or scheduling 
issues can access them later.

The Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act pro-
tects student data and edu-
cational records, including 
governing how certain types 
of photographs and videos 
might be used.

But in Vermont’s haste 
to adopt new remote and 
hybrid learning models, 
how effectively is student 
privacy being protected?

At Rutland City Public 
Schools, Pam Reed, direc-
tor of equity and inclusion, 
said the district has been 
proactive.

In a letter to families 
da ted  Sept .  14 ,  RCPS 
administrators acknowl-
edged that parents and 
caregivers of remote-learn-
ing students may be privy to 
classroom instruction and 
reminded them of the need 
to respect student privacy.

“All of the students in our 
schools deserve and should 
expect that the adults who 
are supporting their class-
mates will not discuss or dis-
close any confidential infor-
mation regarding students,” 
the letter reads, in part. “We 
ask that you respect the 
confidentiality of the other 
students as you would want 
the other adults to do so for 
your own child.”

RCPS opened this fall to 
in-person instruction five 
days a week in grades K-9. 
Grades 10-12 are on an 
alternating hybrid sched-
ule. All students have the 
option to go fully remote.

“ A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  w e 
have not had issues with 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A ceremonial first Vermont Rail passenger train rolls through downtown Middlebury on Friday morning to celebrate the end of a 10-week shut-
down of Main Street and Merchants Row to complete the railroad tunnel through town. The work has been instrumental in making the western 
part of the state ready for more direct service from Amtrak from New York City and upgrading freight rail service as well.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A Swainson’s thrush rests on a downed log along Goshen Dam Road in Goshen on 
Friday afternoon.

FIRST TRAIN THROUGH

PUT A BIRD ON IT

Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
applauds after a perfor-
mance in her honor after 
she spoke about her life 
and work during a dis-
cussion at Georgetown 
Law School in Washing-
ton. The Supreme Court 
says Ginsburg has died 
of metastatic pancreatic 
cancer at age 87. 
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GOV. SCOTT DECLARES

COPING WITH REMOTE LEARNING

See Ginsburg, page  A5

See Scott, page  A5

See Privacy, page  A8 See Housing, page  A8


