
Blood drive exceeds goal

Rescuers folded into budget

Bankruptcy judge in the spotlight

Mountain 
warfare school 
gets $30 million

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Organizers of the Gift-of-Life 
Marathon are giving credit to this 
year’s ambassador, Stefanie Schaf-
fer, for helping the blood drive 
meet and exceed its goal.

After the life-altering injuries she 
received in 2018, Schaffer, 23, of 

Rutland, knew about how import-
ant it was for hospitals to have an 
adequate blood supply available 
so she accepted the offer to be the 
public face of this year’s Gift-of-Life 
Marathon, or GOLM, which took 
place on four non-consecutive days 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PITTSFORD — The local rescue 
squad will be part of the town’s 
budget this coming fiscal year.

Town Manager John Haverstock 
said in an interview Monday that the 
Select Board won’t approve a budget 
until January and has a few meetings 
to go before the draft is finalized, but 
it will likely contain approximately 
$25,000 for Pittsford First Response.

Haverstock said voters have been 
giving $25,000 to the group for 
more than a decade at least, if not 
longer, through appropriations at 
Town Meeting Day.

At the start of 2019, Bob Foley, 
chief for Pittsford First Response, 
approached the Select Board with 
the idea of rolling the squad into 
the town’s books, treating it like 
the fire and police departments. 
Foley told the board and the Her-
ald that this would end up saving 
Pittsford First Response a great deal 
of money on items such as insur-
ance and other costs. Foley said the 
group’s volunteers continually find 
themselves having to raise funds, 
and while they’ll continue to do 
that, it was getting to be too much 
of a burden.

Haverstock said the Pittsford 

First Response budget is about the 
same as what it’s been asking for 
in appropriations, give or take less 
than $2,000.

The squad’s building on Arch 
Street will remain as such, Hav-
erstock said. The building was 
donated to Pittsford First Response 
by the Carter family, and there was 
some question initially whether the 
group being folded into the town 
might affect that agreement, but 
Haverstock said the Carters have 
been supportive of this move.

Foley said in February the group 
has about eight members, all are 
volunteers. It’s got one ambulance, 

a former Rutland Rescue vehicle, 
but it doesn’t transport people. 
Foley said the group’s main role is 
to be the first arrival at an emer-
gency scene, offer some level of 
help to those who need it, and 
provide information to responding 
police, fire or ambulance crews.

The group incorporated as a 
nonprofit in the 1980s. Because 
of Pittsford’s rural nature, it can 
take regional services some time to 
reach certain locations in town, so 
it made sense to have a group of 
first responders based locally.

By GEOFF MULVIHILL

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. 
— The judge overseeing 
the bankruptcy of Oxy-
Cont in  maker  Purdue 
Pharma warns that real-life 
court cases don’t unfold 
like “Perry Mason.” But 
he’s afraid this one might 
come to resemble “Dr. 
Strangelove.”

U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
Robert Drain of White 
Plains, New York, has a 

reputation for thorough 
preparation, deep experi-
ence handling big, com-
plicated corporate cases, a 
sometimes forceful manner 
from the bench — and a 
fondness for pop-culture 
references, some of them 
of baby boomer vintage.

It will be up to him to 
decide whether to approve 
a potentially $12 billion 
plan by Purdue Pharma 
to settle more than 2,700 
lawsuits over its role in the 

opioid crisis that has killed 
400,000 people in the U.S. 
over the past two decades.

The proceedings are all 
but certain to be complex 
and acrimonious: Nearly 
half of the nation’s state 
at torneys  general  and 
many victims have come 
out against the plan and 
vowed to press on with 
their lawsuits, arguing that 
the deal on the table does 

STAFF REPORT

JERICHO — The Army 
Mountain Warfare School 
at the Ethan Allen Firing 
Range has been allocated 
$30 mil l ion in federal 
funding to construct a new 
facility.

According to Army Cap-
tain Mike Arcovitch, the 
funds were allocated in 
the defense budget signed 
Friday by President Donald 
Trump.

“I’m proud to support 
a great mission run by the 
Vermont National Guard 
to provide instruction 
in mountaineering and 
maneuver ing  through 
difficult terrain to men 
and women throughout 
all parts of the U.S. Army,” 
said U.S Senator Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vt., who is vice 
chair of the Senate Com-
mittee on Appropriations, 
in a statement. “By appro-
priating $30 million for the 
Army Mountain Warfare 
School in Jericho, we are 
able to support a critically 
important but previously 
unfunded priority of the 
Army. Now we can replace 
today’s aging facility to 

meet safety needs of today 
and rising demand. The 
new facility will improve 
training, so that our soldiers 
have all the skills needed to 
maneuver, regardless of the 
terrain.”

Arcovitch said the school 
trains about 1,000 students 
per year, the majority of 
which are in the Basic 
Military Mountaineering 
Course. He said plans for 
the new facility began in 
2016, but actual design 
work hasn’t started.

The current facility was 
built in 1987, he said, and 
has become outdated. The 
new structure will be far 
more accessible and better 
equipped to suit modern 
needs.

“Vermont will receive mil-
itary construction funding 
for design and construc-
tion of an 82,600-square-
foot, state of the art, Army 
Mountain Warfare School 
(AMWS) facility at Ethan 
Allen Firing Range,” said 
Michael Bleau, deputy 
construction and facilities 
management officer, in the  
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The snow-capped Green Mountains tower over the valley on a chilly afternoon recently along Alfrecha Road in Clarendon.

JOSH KUCKENS / STAFF PHOTO

Starlings leave their perches on a tree in East Montpelier on Saturday.
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“I talked with him 

yesterday, and 

he is fine. He will 

be making his 

rounds again this 

Christmas.”

Former President John F. 
Kennedy, in a private response 
to 8-year-old Michelle Rochon, 
of Marine City, Michigan, who 
had written the president in 
1961 about her concern for 
the safety of Santa Claus in 

the shadow of a Soviet nuclear 
weapons test above the  

Arctic Circle. A3

Saturday
GARY WADE

Wallingford musician Gary Wade 

returns to Bomoseen for an eve-

ning of acoustic music. 6-9 p.m. 

Lake Bomoseen Inn Taproom, Route 

30, Lake Bomoseen, millerwade@

vermontel.net, 236-7317.

Shrek sings
Auditions will be held the 

second week in January for 

Paramount Players’ second 

home-grown musical pro-

duction, “Shrek the Musical,” 

in collaboration with Grace 

Congregational Church.  B5

2019 GIFT OF LIFE MARATHON

Organizers credit Stefanie Schaffer Stefanie Schaffer, who 
overcame losing both 
legs in an explosion in 
2018, speaks at the Rut-
land Region Chamber of 
Commerce annual meet-
ing at the Paramount 
Theatre in Rutland in 
October.
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PURDUE PHARMA CASE

See Blood, page  A5

See Rescue, page  A5

See School, page  A5 See Judge, page  A5


