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A new, challenging trail adds 
to the Pittsford Trails network, 
reaching the top of Bald 
Peak. A3

Sports 
Rutland girls lacrosse emerges 
victorious on Senior Day over 
rival Burr and  Burton.   
                                     B1

May 25 & 26
SPRING OPEN HOUSE
Art studios across the state will 
open their doors for tours, demon-
strations and more. Visit the website 
for information and local maps: 
vermontcrafts.com
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By MIKE DONOGHUE
CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A Vermont 
Superior Court jury found Steven 
D. Bourgoin, 38, of Williston guilty 
on five counts of second-degree 
murder for killing five Mad River 
Valley teens during a wrong-way 
crash on Interstate 89 in Chitten-
den County in October 2016.

Bourgoin showed no emotion 

and said nothing as each verdict 
was read.

Bourgoin’s defense team main-
tained he was criminally insane at 
the time he drove his northbound 
2012 Toyota Tacoma into a south-
bound 2004 Volkswagen Jetta on 
I-89 in Williston about 11:55 p.m. 
Oct. 8, 2016.

The jury rejected the insanity 
claim on each count.

The eight women and four men 
on the jury also found Bourgoin 
guilty on two post-crash misde-
meanor charges: aggravated oper-
ation of a Williston Police cruiser 
without permission by taking it 
from the accident site and later 
reckless driving of the police vehi-
cle by returning to the scene and 
slamming it into his truck.

The jury, which heard 11 days of 

testimony, deliberated eight hours 
on Tuesday and four hours on 
Wednesday before returning the 
verdicts shortly after 1 p.m.

Later several family members 
of the victims expressed thanks to 
various people: prosecutors, police, 
the community and media. A few 
requested the focus now turn from 

Bourgoin guilty on all counts
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Wallingford road crew members Charlie Woods, left, and Kyle Eastman, work on the annual placement of the Boy and the Boot statue in downtown 
Wallingford Tuesday morning. In the early 1900’s, the trough of the statue, which is filled by a fountain from the boot, fed thirsty horses on their 
way up and down Main Street.

BOY AND THE BOOT

Woman sent 
back to prison 
after release

By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

A Pittsford woman is 
back in custody after she 
was released on May 10 for 
substance abuse treatment, 
but never showed up and 
instead used drugs.

Jennifer Griffin, 44, is one 
of three people who has 
been accused of conspiring 
with “others known and 
unknown to the grand jury” 
to use a .45 caliber semi-au-
tomatic pistol in connection 
with a drug trafficking crime 
from 2017.

Griffin and the other two, 
Gregory R. Miller, 33, and 
Kenneth D. Stone Jr., 29, 
both of Rutland, all pleaded 
not guilty to the charge. The 
gun was later used in the 
shooting of a New York City 
police officer.

All three face up to 20 
years in jail, if convicted.

All three were being 
held in federal custody, but 
earlier this month, Griffin 
asked to be released so she 
could enter Valley Vista for 

treatment of drug addiction.
The order was granted on 

May 10.
On May 13, a motion filed 

by Wendy Fuller, an Assistant 
U.S. Attorney, asked for the 
release to be revoked, based 
on a May 11 violation report 
filed by the Probation Office.

That report is not posted 
on the website where docu-
ments are filed for federal 
criminal cases.

An order of detention 
pending trial included a 
sentence explaining the 
decision.

“(Griffin) violated con-
ditions of pretrial release 
by failing to report to resi-
dential drug treatment and 
by reverting to the use of 
controlled substances not 
prescribed to her,” said the 
order, signed by Judge John 
Conroy on May 17.

An arrest warrant was 
issued on May 14 and she 
was arrested on May 16 in 
Rutland.

Sanders to hold 1st Vt. rally
By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER
MONTPELIER — The 

Capital City is preparing 
for Bernie Sanders’ first 
political rally in the state as 
a 2020 presidential candi-
date, with crowds of 2,000 
to 5,000 people expected 
on Saturday.

A n  e a r l i e r  p l a n n e d 
launch last fall on the Bur-
lington waterfront, similar 

to the start of his campaign 
in 2016, was called off due 
to icy conditions and took 
place instead in Brooklyn, 
New York, where he grew 
up.

Saturday’s event will be 
confined to the State House 
lawn.

Capitol  Police Chief 
Matthew Romei said he 
had been working closely 
with the Montpelier Police 

Department, city officials 
and the campaign to coor-
dinate the event.

“Fortunately, we have a 
wonderful working rela-
tionship down here at the 
Capital Complex with all 
of our public safety part-
ners,” Romei said. “As soon 
as were notified this was 
happening, we’ve been in 
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An eastern milk snake suns itself Wednesday morning in Pittsford. The milk snake 
is nonvenomous and lives most of its life underground. However, large rain events 
can push the snake out of its burrow.

SPRING SLITHER

By LISA RATHKE 
and KATHY MCCORMACK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
BURLINGTON — The 

former owner and former 
president of a Vermont ski 
resort accused in a multimil-
lion-dollar fraud case were 
indicted on federal charges 
unsealed Wednesday over 
a failed plan to build a 

biotechnology plant using 
foreign investors’ money.

The charges are against 
Jay Peak’s former owner, 
Ariel Quiros, of Florida; 
its former president, Wil-
liam Stenger, of Newport; 
Quiros’ adviser, William 
Kelly; and South Korean 
businessman Jong Weon 
Choi.

The grand jury indict-
ment alleges that they 
conspired to embezzle 
investors’ funds and deceive 
investors about the project’s 
number of jobs and ability 
to generate revenue.

Q u i r o s ,  K e l l y  a n d 
Stenger pleaded not guilty 
Wednesday to engaging 
in a conspiracy to commit 

wire fraud; participating in 
that conspiracy; wire fraud; 
and concealing facts about 
the plant’s investor funds. 
Quiros also pleaded not 
guilty to money launder-
ing. A prosecutor said Choi 
remains at large.

Quiros’  lawyer,  Seth 
Levine, said the case should 
have never been brought 

against him.
Stenger’s lawyer, Brooks 

McArthur, said there is “the 
strongest possible denial 
that he engaged in any 
criminal activity at all.”

Kel ly  and his  lawyer 
declined to comment.

All three were released 

Stenger, Quiros, others indicted
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