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Sam Lloyd
Vermont-born actor and 

new father Sam Lloyd, who 

appeared in many Weston 

Playhouse productions and 

went on to a career in tele-

vision, has been diagnosed 

with brain cancer. There’s a 

GoFundMe page for friends 

and fans to support him at 

bit.ly/0207FundSam.  A2

Lane question
Rutland Town Select Board 

debates the question of 

whether to keep a slip lane 

off Route 7 to East Pittsford 

Road.  A3

Potter Night
It’s the second Harry Potter 

Night at 6 p.m. at Rutland’s 

Phoenix Books, 2 Center 

St. celebrating magic and 

mythology. Admission is free. 

Muggles also welcome.  A7

Not paid yet
Nearly two weeks after the 

end of the longest gov-

ernment shutdown in U.S 

history, many federal workers 

remain unpaid.  B8

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER —Hundreds 
of people packed the halls of the 
State House on Wednesday after-
noon for the first public hearing 
on H.57, the bill that would rec-
ognize “freedom of reproductive 
choice” as a fundamental right in 
the state of Vermont. While several 
dozen people gave verbal testi-
mony, hundreds more filed into 
the House chambers and overflow 
space where the proceedings were 
projected onto large screens.

Shoulder to shoulder, Vermont-
ers sporting buttons that said “Life 
is Precious” and “All Lives Matter” 
waited patiently in line beside 
those in pink pussy hats wearing 
shirts that said “Pro-Choice and 
Proud” and “I stand with Planned 
Parenthood.”

“I unconditionally support the 
right of women and the ability 
for them to control their own 
bodies,” said Burlington res-
ident Birch McGee-Lane, 20, 

Forum draws heated debate
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Don Heleba, potato farmer, chops wood outside his barn in Rutland Town Wednesday morning. Heleba says this winter has required a lot of wood, 
and although he has a wood splitter tohis left, he still prefers the ax because “my doctor said I have to get up and get exercise.”

GE Aviation gets military contract
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

GE Aviation has been awarded 
a $517 million contract from the 
U.S. Army to build parts for Black-
hawk and Apache helicopter test 
engines, the company announced 
Tuesday.

According to Dave Wilson, com-
munications leader for GE Avia-
tion military systems, the company 

makes the T901-GE-900 engine, 
which the U.S. Army plans to test 
in the Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk, 
and Boeing AH-64 Apache heli-
copters. The GE Aviation plant in 
Rutland will build some of the key 
components to this engine, he said.

This contract alone won’t require 
an increase in hiring, Wilson said, 
however it does put GE in a good 
spot to be awarded a production 

contract should this test phase 
go well. Should GE be tapped to 
produce the engine on a large 
scale, that would require a hiring 
increase.

Wilson said what this does mean 
is plenty of work for the Rutland 
operation during the next several 
years.

He said that Apaches and Black 
Hawks have been using GE’s T700 

engine for more than 30 years.
GE Aviation has been in this 

area since 1951 when it opened 
a plant in Ludlow. The Rutland 
plant opened in 1957. Wilson said 
GE Aviation employs 1,200 people 
in the area. He said the company 
has done well here because of the 
labor pool.

FIRST WARMING

School merger
extension nixed 
in tight voting

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Con-
fronted with competing 
amendments that could 
alter a key deadline in the 
state’s school district con-
solidation law, House law-
makers dispensed with one 
of them before running out 
of time Wednesday.

Following a roll call vote 
that capped a debate that 
spanned more than 90 min-
utes, lawmakers narrowly 
rejected an amendment 
that would have extended 
the July 1 deadline for 
all mergers forced under 
Act 46 by one year. The 
amendment proposed by 
Rep. Heidi Scheuermann, 
R-Stowe, failed, 69-74.

The debate and the ensu-
ing decision exposed the 
divide in the chamber with 
respect to the requested 
extension, while leaving 
the fate of the underlying 
bill and a separate amend-
ment — one that enjoyed 
the support of the House 
Education Committee — 
up in the air.

S c h e u e r m a n n ’ s 

amendment was rejected by 
the education committee by 
a vote of 7-4 last week and 
the bill she sponsored was 
reported out of committee 
with a negative recom-
mendation as part of an 
odd process during which 
House leadership promised 
her a floor vote in exchange 
for withdrawing an amend-
ment she tacked on to the 
budget adjustment act.

Scheuermann got that 
vote Wednesday and while 
she came close to amassing 
the votes needed to advance 
what has been described as 
a “blanket delay” in the July 
1 deadline, her effort fell 
short.

A competing amendment 
was embraced as a compro-
mise by a committee that 
voted, 7-4, to forward it 
with a favorable recommen-
dation. That amendment 
would offer an extension 
to some districts that were 
ordered to merge under 
Act 46 — Scheuermann’s 
included — but not oth-
ers. That could prompt 

Suicide risk linked to guns
By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gun 
law reform advocates and 
medical experts teamed 
up Wednesday in support 
of legislation that could 
reduce the high rate of gun-
shot suicides in Vermont.

At a news conference and 
panel discussion at the Cap-
itol Plaza Hotel, panelists 
stressed that access to guns 

greatly increased the risk of 
death in suicide attempts. 
The panelists urged law-
makers to consider waiting 
periods for gun buyers and 
a law securing firearms 
from children.

“When there’s immediate 
access to guns, the lethality 
of that mode ending one’s 
life is fast and it’s complete,” 
said Clai Lasher-Sommers, 
executive director of Gun 

Sense Vermont. “The power 
that a weapon carries will 
kill you immediately.”

Lasher-Sommers, who 
advocated for new gun laws 
passed by the governor last 
year after the uncovering 
of an alleged plot by for-
mer student Jack Sawyer to 
carry out a shooting at Fair 
Haven Union High School, 

CAPITAL PANEL DISCUSSION
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Laird Christensen, left, professor of English and Environmental Studies at Green Moun-
tain College, talks with sophomore Phil Prevosto during lunch at the Withey Dining Hall 
Wednesday afternoon. Christensen, who has taught at GMC for over 18 years, gave 
advice to Prevosto, a former student of his, about the transitional phase students are 
going through given the recent news of GMC ceasing operations in May  2019.

SEEKING ADVICE

See GE, page  A5

See Suicide, page  A5

ACT 46 

See Act 46, page  A5

FREE TAX HELP
Rutland AARP TaxAide 

offers free help with taxes for 

seniors and low-to-middle in-

come taxpayers, by appoint-

ment only. Only leave one 

message as it can take three 

to four days for a scheduler 

to get back to you. Call the 

RSVP & Volunteer Center 

at 775-8220, ext. 106, visit: 

volunteersinvt.org/service/

rsvp-tax-program/

Zachary Hampl, 
of Rutland, 
quotes from the 
Declaration of 
Independence 
while offering 
public testimony 
against H.57 at 
the State House 
in Montpelier on 
Wednesday.
JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR 

/ STAFF PHOTO

See Forum, page  A5

ABORTION LAW


