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NEW PRINCIPAL BEGINS JOURNEY
By KATE BARCELLOS
Staff Writer

It seemed like a dream, but Andrew 

Skarzynski finally found a way to gradually 

move his family to the quiet countryside of 

Vermont, by accepting the role as Rutland 

Intermediate School’s new principal.

“We have to focus on nurturing envi-

ronments where students are comfortable 

taking risks,” Skarzynski said of the future 

of education. “And that they know they 

have a caring adult who is there for them 

every single day. ... If a child doesn’t feel 

safe, if a child doesn’t feel secure, connected 

to someone, their availability to learn is 

severely compromised.”

His new job is just under three hours 

away from West Hartford, Connecticut, 

where his family still lives and his wife 

serves as a high school science teacher. The 

couple began planning for the next phase 

of their lives — once the nest was empty 

— and their long-anticipated move to the 

Green Mountain State.

Once the kids are out, though, the plan 

is to relocate the entire Skarzynski clan 

northward.

“We love the state of Vermont, some of 

our best family memories are from up there 

vacationing, skiing, visiting,” Skarzynski 

said. “We said why not — let’s see if we can 

make the transition up here. It happened a 

lot sooner than we thought it would.”

Skarzynski previously served as a 

principal in the northwestern corner of 

Connecticut for two years, after more than 

a decade at the Capital Region Education 

Council, where he served as an assistant 

principal, a principal, a consultant and 

even helped open a school.

“My biggest worry in education is that 

we are sitting on the cusp of a tsunami 

LOURAS, 
STUDENTS 

TO BE 
HONORED

By PATRICK MCARDLE
Staff Writer

Rutland will be in the 

spotlight this year at the Rut-

land Area NAACP Freedom 

Fund Dinner next month, as 

one of the three big awards 

will go to the city’s former 

mayor and another will go 

to students at Rutland High 

School.

The branch is one of two 

NAACP chapters in Vermont, 

and covers more than just 

Rutland or Rutland County, 

but this year’s winners were 

found close to home.

Tabitha Moore, president 

of the local chapter, said this 

year the Youth Courage in 

Action Award will go to the 

members of Rutland High 

School’s New Neighbors 

Club, primarily Jamison 

Evans, Alex and Noah White 

and Greta Solsaa, for their 

work in getting the Black 

Lives Matter flag raised at the 

school and for the curricu-

lum that goes with it.

“We’re just so proud of 

them. That was incredibly 

difficult, and to be there 

CU STUDENTS GIVE BOOST TO VT. PROJECT
By KATE BARCELLOS
Staff Writer

CASTLETON — As a part of 

Castleton’s new Content Lab, stu-

dents are helping Green Mountain 

Water Environment Association 

(GMWEA) design a series of help-

ful pamphlets teaching Vermonters 

about how everything they touch, 

eventually, ends up in the water.

Everything.

“Aluminum cleaners, any kind 

of polish, oven cleaner, hair dyes, 

chemicals, herbicides, weed killers 

... antifreeze, auto transmission 

fluid ... (even) paint,” said 

Daniel Hecht, executive director 

of GMWEA. “Our portion is to 

educate Vermont citizens as to 

what not to put in their wastewater 

... (so) I proposed a publication 

of four brochures, each brochure 

would tell each person what not 

to flush.”

A grant, which amounted to 

$10,000 from the EPA to the New 

England Interstate Water Pollution 

Control Commission and the 

Lake Champlain Basin Program, 

would set up the distribution of 

free literature to 250 of Vermont’s 

towns, informing residents how to 

be more conscious of the things 

they toss out and what disasters 

they can turn into for municipal 

and private waste-water systems.

And the design contract went 

to Castleton University’s Content 

Lab, whose students designed, 

created and published the first 

round of brochures to be circu-

lated around the state earlier this 

month, Hecht said.

“It’s a great way for them 

to develop their professional 

skills,” James Lambert, director of 

marketing and communications 

for Castleton University said of 

the Content Lab at Castleton. “It 

provides great opportunity for 

students to collaborate with local 

organizations (and gives them) 

valuable experience with real 

clients.”

After submitting some sketches 

of different materials for the bro-

chure’s advice, students spent the 

second semester of 2019 and will 

spend the fall semester working on 

completing the brochures, many 

of which will be available at town 

clerks’ offices and departments of 

public works, if not sent directly to 

their homes, Hecht said.

The first volume of fliers is titled 

“Do Not Flush: Cloggers,” and lists 

more than a dozen different mate-

rials that are often flushed and end 

up clogging wastewater and septic 

systems, including “flushable” 

wipes, which never actually break 

down, Hecht said.
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Principal Andrew Skarzynski comes to Rutland Intermediate School from Connecticut and is finally settling into the Vermont way of life 
as he says he and his wife always dreamed they someday would.
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Alex White, left, and his brother Noah, right front, and Jamison 
Evans fasten a Black Lives Matter flag to the pole outside Rutland 
High School during a private ceremony. The students will be 
honored by the NAACP at an Aug. 16 ceremony.
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