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Officials at Green Moun-
tain Power announced on 
Saturday an “energy vision” 
to have all of the energy the 
utility supplies be carbon free 
by 2025 and all of that sup-
ply generated by renewable 
sources by 2030.

Green Mountain Power 
(GMP) committed in 2008 
to innovating and moving 
quickly to increase renew-
able energy resources. Their 
current energy supply is 90% 

carbon free and more than 
60% renewable, according 
to a statement released on 
Saturday.

T h e  n e w  g o a l  w a s 
announced during the GMP 
Earth Day Every Day Fair in 
South Burlington on Saturday.

According to GMP their 
news goal is among the most 
aggressive carbon targets for 
a utility of GP’s size in the 
country.

Mary Powell, president 
and CEO of GMP, said in a 
statement that much can be 

accomplished in Vermont 
“to cut carbon, and at the 
same time increase reliability 
for customers in the face of 
increasingly frequent and 
severe storms.”

Powell cited the U.N. 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change report.

“The report issued in 
October of 2018 shows we 
have just 12 years to bend 
back the curve on carbon. 
Green Mountain Power is 
determined that through 
innovation, collaboration and 

grit, we can make remarkable 
strides and be the example 
of the change we want to see 
and deliver this energy future 
to benefit the customers we 
serve,” Powell said.

The goal would be pursued 
by ramping up local distrib-
uted resources for generat-
ing and storing energy and 
increasing the purchase of 
carbon-free wind and hydro 
energy.

GMP serves more than 75% 
of Vermont. More than 15,000 
GMP customers are now being 

served by independent solar 
companies at their homes and 
more than 3,000 commercial 
and industrial customers are 
doing the same.

Another tactic is the use 
of stored energy, generated 
by two existing solar storage 
installations and three more 
being built this year, to cut 
carbon and costs by lower-
ing peak energy costs, when 
power is the most expensive 
and dirty.

GMP eyes renewables, carbon-free

Rain, snowmelt spur floods
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Rain and melting snow overnight 
Sunday left road crews and emer-
gency responders across Vermont 
with plenty to do Monday.

“It  was  a  hit -or-miss  s torm 
across the region,” said Ed Bove, 
executive director of the Rutland 
Regional Planning Commission. 
The commission reaches out to 
its member towns after storms 
to take stock of damage and 
forward that information to the 
state.

Bove said if the damage total 
reaches a certain threshold, the 
state can access federal emer-
gency funds for the repairs.

He said there might have been 
enough damage done statewide 
to trigger the release of those 
federal funds. He said seemingly 
small storms have done so in the 
past.

“The health and safety of Ver-
monters is our number-one pri-
ority today,” said Gov. Phil Scott 
in an email circulated by the 
state Department of Public Safety. 
“State personnel and our partners 

are working with local responders 
to that end, and the public can 
take simple steps to keep them-
selves safe — we are encouraging 
everyone to use caution and com-
mon sense around floodwaters.”

Emergency off ic ia ls  urged 
citizens not to drive through 

floodwaters.
The Vermont Agency of Trans-

portation (AOT) posted numer-
ous closures and lane restrictions 
to its Twitter feed, @AOTVer-
mont, throughout the day.
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A front loader from the Agency of Transportation works to fill in a section of Route 100 in Rochester that was washed away after a culvert flooded 
during Monday’s rainfall.

Sanders releases 10 years of tax returns
By JUANA SUMMERS 

and STEPHEN BRAUN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Ver-
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders 
on Monday released 10 years 
of his long-anticipated tax 
returns as he campaigns for 
the 2020 Democratic presi-
dential nomination.

The returns provide a more 
detailed look at Sanders’ 
finances than when he ran for 
president in 2016. The release 
also confirms that Sanders’ 
income crossed the $1 million 
threshold in 2016 and 2017, 
though he reported less earn-
ings in his most recent return.

His 2018 return reveals that 

he and his wife, Jane, earned 
more than $550,000, includ-
ing $133,000 in income from 
his Senate salary and $391,000 
in sales of his book, “Our Rev-
olution: A Future to Believe 
In.” Sanders’ campaign said 
in a news release that he paid 
26% effective tax rate in 2018.

During his first presidential 
bid, Sanders released just one 
year of his tax returns despite 
primary rival Hillary Clinton 
pushing him to follow her 
lead and release multiple 
years of tax information. He 
declined to do so, disclosing 
only his tax return for 2014. 
Tax transparency has been 
in the spotlight as Donald 

Trump bucks decades of pres-
idential tradition by declining 
to show voters his tax filings 
and House Democrats seek to 
force him to turn them over.

During a Fox News Channel 
town hall on Monday, Sand-
ers said that he’d increased 
his income by publishing a 
book — he’s written two with 
campaign themes — and that 
he wouldn’t apologize for that. 
He also challenged Trump to 
release his tax returns.

“I guess the president 
watches your network a little 
bit, right?” Sanders said to the 
moderators. “Hey, President 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — A  New 
York man was rescued from a 
flooded parking lot Monday.

Killington Police Chief Whit 
Montgomery said Killington 
Fire and Rescue was alerted by 
people traveling Route 4 that 
someone was trapped by ris-
ing floodwaters in one of the 
parking lots for the Killington 
Skyeship Base Lodge, a gon-
dola that’s part of Killington 
Ski Resort. 

The department requested 
the help of the Rutland City 
Fire Department through the 
mutual aid program, which dis-
patched its water rescue team.
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High score
Killington fourth-grade stu-

dents brought home the first 

and second place honors at 

the 3rd annual Vermont State 

Math Fair at the University of 

Vermont.  A2

Photo finish
Lawrence Cherono outkicked 

Lelisa Desisa in a sprint to 

the tape to win the 123rd 

Boston Marathon in 2 hours, 

7 minutes 57 seconds.  B2

Tragedy
A catastrophic fire engulfed 

the upper reaches of Paris’ 

soaring Notre Dame Cathe-

dral as it was undergoing 

renovations, threatening one 

of the greatest architectural 

treasures of the Western 

world.  B4

Friday
PAINT & S IP  FUNDRAISER

Benefits Lady Revolution AAU 

girls basketball team. Supplies and 

instruction included. No experience 

necessary, fun for all ages. $40, 

6-9 p.m. Holiday Inn: Green Mointain 

Room, 476 Holiday Drive, Rutland, 

Juliedelaney17@yahoo.com, 603-

504-8585.

NY man is 
rescued from 
flood waters

See Flooding, page  A5 See Rescue, page  A5
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Presidential candidate and U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
speaks to a gathering of the Pennsylvania Association of 
Staff Nurses and Allied Professionals on Monday at Mohe-
gan Sun Pocono in Plains Twp., Pa.

See GMP, page  A5

See Sanders, page  A5
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Cars drive through high water near the Price Chopper on Business Route 
4 in West Rutland on Monday.


