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Toppermost
Mia Politano, of Ot-

ter Valley Union High 

School, and Billy Latkin, 

of Rutland High School, 

have been named Rutland 

Herald Golfers of the Year.  
                               B1

Virtually local
Because of the coronavi-

rus pandemic, our friends 

and neighbors, artists and 

craftsmen are depend-

ing this year on virtual 

marketplaces to vend their 

creations.  C1

Stay at home
Don’t travel during the 

upcoming holidays. But if 

you must, consider getting 

coronavirus tests before 

and after, U.S. health 

officials urged.  C2

Handel returns
The “Messiah” this sea-

son, a Christmas tradition 

at Grace Congregational 

Church, will be presented 

online under the direction 

of Alastair Stout, minister 

of music.  D1
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Virus affects mental health

Survey sent to students in error

Cyber threats alarm hospitals

Secret Santa 
undeterred

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State 
officials say they understand 
the toll the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic is taking on 
residents’ mental health 
and “it’s OK to not feel OK 
right now.”

The state reported 73 
new cases of the virus Friday 
and two additional deaths, 
bringing the death toll to 
77 since the pandemic hit 

the state in March.
At his Friday news con-

ference, Gov. Phil Scott 
said the pandemic is one 
of the most stressful events 
residents have had to deal 
with in his lifetime.

“And I see it each and 
every day. And it’s much 
different than other crises 
we’ve experienced as a 
state. This isn’t a 24-hour 
storm. It’s been so pro-
longed, and we don’t know 

when it will end,” Scott said.
The governor said the 

virus has forced people to 
stay away from those they 
rely on during challenging 
times. He said residents 
aren’t alone in their anxiety 
over losing their job or not 
being able to get together 
with others.

“One thing we can all do 
is reach out to our loved 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

NORTH CLARENDON 
— School officials at Mill 
River Union High School 
are apologizing for an email 
that was inadvertently sent 
to students containing a 
link to a third-party survey.

At the regular meeting 
of the Mill River Unified 
Union School  Distr ict 
School Board Wednesday 

evening, Superintendent 
David Younce explained 
that an email containing a 
survey from the LGBTQ+ 
youth advocacy  group 
Outright Vermont acciden-
tally was sent to student in 
grades 7-12.

A request to send the 
survey to students was 
made by the high school’s 
Gay Straight Alliance club. 
According to Younce, the 

administration denied that 
request, but not before a 
previously scheduled email 
containing the link was sent 
to students’ school-issued 
email accounts earlier this 
week.

“This was inadvertent and 
occurred due to an admin-
istrative oversight,” Younce 
said. “No student informa-
tion was shared in any way 
with outside parties.”

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t 
MRUHS Principal Tyler 
Weideman issued an apol-
ogy to students and parents, 
and requested students 
ignore the survey.

“Emails sent from the 
administration to students 
have  o f ten  been  sent 
through a designee. From 
this point onward … any 
emails sent directly to stu-
dents will only come from 

the principal directly,” 
Younce said.

Younce said that school 
personnel involved “have 
been addressed in accor-
dance with our normal 
investigative and disci-
plinary protocols,” and 
told the board he ultimately 
accepts responsibility for 
the situation.

By MARION RENAULT 

and WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BURLINGTON — By late 
morning on Oct. 28, staff at 
the University of Vermont 
Medical Center noticed 
the hospital’s phone system 
wasn’t working.

Then the internet went 
down, and the Burling-
ton-based center’s techni-
cal infrastructure with it. 
Employees lost access to 
databases, digital health 
records, scheduling systems 

and other online tools they 
rely on for patient care.

Administrators scram-
bled to keep the hospital 
operational — canceling 
non-urgent appointments, 
reverting to pen-and-pa-
per record keeping and 
rerouting some critical care 
patients to nearby hospitals.

In its main laboratory, 
which runs about 8,000 tests 
a day, employees printed or 
hand-wrote results and car-
ried them across facilities 
to specialists. Outdated, 

internet-free technologies 
experienced a revival.

“We went around and got 
every fax machine that we 
could,” said UVM Medical 
Center Chief Operating 
Officer Al Gobeille.

The Vermont hospital 
had fallen prey to a cyber-
attack, becoming one of 
the most recent and vis-
ible examples of a wave 
of digital assaults taking 
U.S. health care providers 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Rutland’s Secret Santa 
says COVID-19 won’t keep 
him from spreading Christ-
mas cheer, but if you want a 
visit from him, you better be 
good and wear a mask, for 
goodness sake.

For more than a decade, 
the start of the Christmas 
season in Rutland has been 
unofficially marked by the 
activities of an anonymous 
benefactor who spends 
December sticking enve-
lopes of cash in the hands 
of unsuspecting people as 
they go about their business 
downtown and then van-
ishes before anyone gets a 
good look at him.

Each year, right after 
Thanksgiving, the Secret 
Santa  depos i t s  a  note 
announc ing  the  com-
mencement of his activities 
at the Rutland Herald’s 
office. The deliveries have 
been made, as near as the 
Herald can tell, in person 
(with the exception of at 
least one year he opted to 
use the mail), but no one 
on the staff has managed to 
catch sight of him in action. 
This year, with the Herald’s 
offices on Grove Street 
closed to the public during 
the pandemic, Secret Santa 

resorted to email.
“With the pesti lence 

that is upon our collective 
genus, Christmas lights 
appearing aplenty before 
Thanksgiving, and families 
finding solace in digital 
communication rather than 
the deep embrace of loved 
ones, I write to the Herald 
to let you know I was com-
pelled to begin my rounds 
early this year,” he wrote. 
“These gifts continue to be 
the highlight of my year, 
and, I hope, a source of 
goodwill and love for our 
community.”

Secret  Santa said he 
started his rounds two days 
before Thanksgiving.

“Not that my rounds will 
make a sizable difference in 
the world, but it’s enough 
that they will bolster my 
own sanity and offer a tiny 
glimmer of hope to the rel-
ative handful who receive 
my gifts,” he wrote. “Just the 
anticipation of lifting some 
miniscule bit of gloom 
would be enough, given 
the illness and death that is 
seemingly everywhere this 
year. My rounds are a tonic, 
at least for me, in these 
troubled times.”

Like with everything else, 
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Members of the Rutland Garden Club are pictured hanging holiday decor outside Chaffee Art Center in Rutland City.

SPRUCING UP FOR THE SEASON

STATE NEWS BRIEFING

Sarah Squirrell, 
commissioner of 
the Department 
of Mental Health, 
speaks Friday at 
the governor’s 
twice-a-week 
COVID-19 press 
briefing in Mont-
pelier.
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STAFF PHOTO
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In this photo provided by the University of Vermont Health Network, IT staff at the University 
of Vermont Medical Center in Burlington, continue work to scan thousands of the hospital’s 
computer systems for malware on Nov. 20 after the Oct. 28 cyberattack forced a shutdown 
of the hospital’s electronic medical records system and other key systems.
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