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Herald videos and 
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com/rutlandherald

“We’re five months 

into this and there 

are still shortages of 

gowns, hair covers, 

shoe covers, masks, 

N95 masks.”

Deborah Burger, president 
of National Nurses United, 
commented, citing results 

from a survey of the union’s 
members. — B3

Burger Love
Visit the Herald Food page 

and discover the secrets 

about how to eat America’s 

most beloved summer sand-

wich, the hamburger, wit’ or 

wit’ out.  B2

Marketing Relief 
MATCH
PROGRAM

A catalyst for local 
economic recovery
The Barre Montpelier 

Times Argus and 
Rutland Herald have 
committed $100,000 

in matching funds this 
summer for a program 
designated for locally-
owned businesses to 
assist with promoting 

the change of business 
operations and 

reopening.

Call 802-774-3038 
today to learn more
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‘Camp’ raises viral worry

Show goes on — in reruns

Mask mandates taking hold

Vermont plans 
for college 
reopenings

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Rutland Town has seri-
ous concerns about a few 
hundred students from the 
greater New Jersey area who 
arrived at the Holiday Inn 
over the weekend to attend 
a religious “camp” here for 
the next 21 days.

“I learned of this yester-
day afternoon and (John 
Paul Faignant), our town 
health officer, has done 
a nice job of investigating 
and following up on this,” 
said Select Board Chairman 
Joshua Terenzini on Tues-
day, hours before a Select 
Board meeting where the 

matter was discussed with 
the “camp” director, Rabbi 
Moshe Perlstein, of Zichron 
Chaim.

Faignant indicated the 
group, which arrived in 
buses, are from “the greater 
New Jersey metro area.” 
Under Vermont guidelines, 
visitors from out of state 
are required to provide 
test results (or get tested 

in Vermont) and remain 
quarantined. Among areas 
where quarantining is man-
datory is New York City and 
the greater New York City 
area, where there have been 
a significant number of 
COVID-19 cases and thou-
sands of coronavirus deaths.

Perlstein agreed to pro-
vide copies of the young-
sters’ COVID-19 test results 

to Faignant. Faignant indi-
cated that he has seen some 
of those results and that the 
ones he saw were all dated 
for May or June. But Perl-
stein said that’s not the case; 
the test results were more 
recent, and there were 
young people who were not 
allowed to board the buses 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

V
ermont’s efforts to 
flatten the curve in 
the spread of the 

COVID-19 pandemic has 
caused many live events 
to be done remotely.

But the West Rutland 

Variety Show is taking a 
more retro approach that 
brings back the idea of 
summer reruns or a “best 
of” approach.

Starting next week 
and continuing through 
August, local cable access 
channel PEG-TV will 

be running eight of the 
previous variety shows on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
nights at 8 p.m. The variety 
show is a fundraiser for 
different nonprofits every 
year, and the PEG-TV 
showings will ask for dona-
tions to the West Rutland 

Food Shelf.
Olivia Boughton, a 

singer who performs at the 
variety shows and coordi-
nates them, said the food 
shelf already had been the 
designated nonprofit for 
2020.

The intention had 

been to have a live show 
on March 15 at the West 
Rutland Town Hall theater.

“We waited as long as we 
possibly could to cancel the 
show. Then we said, ‘Maybe 
we’ll postpone it and we’ll 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Officials from commu-
nities that have cracked 
down on mask-wearing say 
they remain lenient about 
it, and that approach seems 
to be working.

While Gov. Phil Scott 
continues to resist calls for 
a statewide mandate on 
wearing masks to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, 
he has given municipalities 

the option to enact their 
own requirements.

The Rutland Board of 
Aldermen this week voted 
to have the Charter and 
Ordinance Committee dis-
cuss such a move, and mem-
bers of the board requested 
the city attorney to check 
on what other Vermont 
towns have done.

For example, Montpe-
lier requires masks inside 
commercial or business 

establishments.
“It’s not for the sidewalks 

or outdoors,” said City Man-
ager William Fraser. “We 
don’t have any scientific 
way of measuring it, but 
personal observation and 
observation of others is the 
vast majority of people are 
wearing masks.”

Fraser said the order 
came at the request of local 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Masks will be on and 
wild parties will be off if 
students return to Vermont 
campuses this fall.

Gov. Phil Scott issued his 
guidance on reopening Ver-
mont’s colleges and univer-
sities, saying he believed the 
work of a task force made 
up of public health and 
higher education officials 
had found a safe way to 
bring Vermont’s students 
back to campus.

“Vermont has continued 
to show it is possible to 
reopen in a limited way,” 
Scott said. “I believe we can 
take this step forward in the 
fall.”

Scott said this with his 
usual caveat that he will not 
hesitate to reverse course 
if the data on Vermont’s 
infection rate supports such 
a change.

Former Norwich Uni-
versity President Richard 
Schneider, who headed the 
task force on reopening 
higher education, said the 
goal is to make Vermont the 

safest place to go to college. 
That will involve changes in 
traditional campus life, he 
said.

“We’re training the work-
force,” he said. “This is 
their normal now. If they’re 
going to work, they might as 
well learn to do this now.”

The guidelines include 
a mandatory quarantine 
p o l i c e  o n  c a m p u s e s , 
aggressive health screen-
ings, reduction in visitors 
to campus and particularly 
to dorms and requiring all 
students, faculty and staff 
to sign a “health safety 
contract.”

“There are ramifications 
if they threaten our com-
munities by not following 
these contracts,” Schneider 
said, including expulsion 
for students terminating 
employees who violate 
terms. “It would involve 
things like throwing wild 
parties. ... Let’s say you have 
an employee who says ‘No, 
it’s my right not to wear a 
mask.’ Well, it’s not your 
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Farmer Brian Kayhart hays a field on the Chalker Farm in New Haven on Friday afternoon. 
The Kayhart’s participate in the Audubon Society’s Bobolink Project, where conserva-
tion-minded farmers receive financial assistance to delay haying to support grassland 
birds in raising their young.

BOBOLINK PROJECT

HOLIDAY INN IN RUTLAND TOWN

300-plus arrive from N.J.
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Participants practice their routines at St. Bridget Church in West Rutland in early March in preparation for the West Rutland Variety Show, which was 
postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Re-runs of past West Rutland Variety Shows will air on PEG-TV on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, 
starting July 15. Viewers are encouraged to make a donation and proceeds will benefit the West Rutland Food Shelf.
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