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“Mission success 

is critical, but team 

safety is our highest 

priority.”

NASA Associate Administrator 
Steve Jurczyk, telling media 

about how coronavirus 
pandemic prompted a 7-month 
delay in launching a successor 
to the Hubble Space Telescope. 

— A5

Vt. eyes possible outbreak

Back together again

Virus brings 
Bard into the 

backyard

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MANCHESTER — The 
state expects to have more 
information about a poten-
tial COVID-19 outbreak in 
the Northshire over the 
next few days.

Mike Smith, secretary of 
the Agency of Human Ser-
vices, and Dr. Mark Levine, 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e 

Department of Health, told 
reporters Thursday that 
data was being collected 
and analyzed as they spoke 
and that would likely con-
tinue through the weekend.

Their conference was 
held in the wake of reports 
that dozens of people who 
have been administered 
antigen tests for COVID-19 
at the Manchester Medical 

Center had those tests 
return positive.

“There’s still much that 
we need to discover that we 
don’t yet know,” said Smith.

Levine said the Depart-
ment of Health learned 
July 3 about a single positive 
antigen test where the sam-
ple was from the Manches-
ter Medical Center. Another 
was learned of on July 10.

“Since that time, Man-
chester Medical Center has 
recorded more cases, and 
to date we’re aware of more 
than 50 people who tested 
positive through antigen 
testing performed at the 
health center,” said Levine.

There is a difference 
between the antigen test 
and  the  PCR te s t  the 
state uses when reporting 

COVID-19 data.
“Antigen tests are a much 

newer type of test only 
recently approved by the 
(Food and Drug Admin-
istrat ion) and provide 
results much more quickly 
than PCR tests,” he said. 
“They’re intended to be 
screening tools for people 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

F
or their 60th wedding 
anniversary on Thursday, 
Robert and Marlene 

Knapp got to celebrate in a 
special way: Together.

The two had been physically 
close but ultimately separated 
for weeks. Robert “Bob” Knapp, 
84, was living at the Meadows of 
Rutland, an assisted living facility, 
while Marlene, 80, was living at 
their home in Rutland Town.

Bob said they hadn’t seen each 

other since March. Marlene said 
they spent a lot of time on the 
phone, sometimes speaking 15 
times a day.

“That’s been the hard thing 
for me. Not being able to go in, 
with papers, discussing with him. 
Couldn’t get to him,” she said.

Bob added, “You do what you 
have to.”

“There’s been no real secret to 
how we manage, we just manage. 
… You have a situation here 
where you have no choice. You 
live with it and make the best of 

it,” he said.
Bob had gone to stay at the 

Meadows while Marlene was 
planning to return to her home 
country, Germany, to celebrate 
her 80th birthday and participate 
in a class reunion. But Marlene 
said her flight was canceled two 
days before it was scheduled to 
leave.

Marlene’s trip was canceled 
as the flight was affected by the 
effort to flatten the curve of 
the spread of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The virus outbreak in Ver-
mont resulted in Gov. Phil Scott 
declaring a state of emergency 
which prompted, among other 
measures, a quarantine, keeping 
Bob and Marlene apart until 
Wednesday when they got 
together with a big cake and their 
daughter, Renee, at an outdoor 
table adjacent to the Meadows to 
mark their wedding anniversary.

The couple are unlikely to have 
such a long separation in the 

By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BURLINGTON — On an 
idyllic summer evening not 
far from the shore of Lake 
Champlain, the immortal 
words of William Shake-
speare float from a lush 
backyard, professionally 
performed — for an audi-
ence of six.

Jena Necrason, of the Ver-
mont Shakespeare Festival, 
throws herself into the role 
of Helena in “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” lamenting 
the vagaries of the heart. 
Her husband John Nagle 
follows, performing Jaques’ 
famous soliloquy from “As 
You Like It”: “All the world’s 
a stage and all the men and 
women merely players.”

Shakespeare came to this 
audience — a Burlington 
couple, their son and three 
of his middle school-aged 

friends who took a break 
from bicycling — through 
a program established after 
COVID-19 forced the fes-
tival to cancel its summer 
season.

So far Necrason, Nagle 
and about a dozen other 
actors have per formed 
about 30 times, sometimes 
in backyards (safely socially 
distanced from their audi-
ences), via Zoom or even 
on the phone. It’s free of 
charge.

“Instead of having to 
retreat and say ‘well, we 
have to wait, there’s nothing 
we can do right now except 
things that are virtual or 
online,’ we wanted to find 
a way to actually continue 
to play live,” Necrason said 
after the recent Burlington 
performance. “Theater is 
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Marketing Relief 
MATCH
PROGRAM

A catalyst for local 
economic recovery
The Barre Montpelier 

Times Argus and 
Rutland Herald have 
committed $100,000 

in matching funds this 
summer for a program 
designated for locally-
owned businesses to 
assist with promoting 

the change of business 
operations and 

reopening.

Call 802-774-3038 
today to learn more

POSITIVE CASES IN MANCHESTER

SEPARATED BY PANDEMIC

Local couple reunited to celebrate 60 years

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Meadows resident Bob Knapp was reunited with his wife Marlene after months of separation as consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic to celebrate 
their 60th anniversary. They were joined by their daughter, Renee Knapp (left), who flew in from Cologne, Germany, to celebrate the event.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

C o n g r e s s m a n  P e t e r 
Welch pointed to the work 
being done to update the 
storm sewer infrastructure 
on Library Avenue as the 
kind of project the federal 
government can support 
to bring direct benefit to 

local residents.
Welch visited the work 

site Thursday, in the area 
just across the torn-up road 
from Rutland Intermediate 
School, with Mayor David 
Allaire and Jeff Wennberg, 
commissioner of the city’s 
Pub l i c  Works  Depar t -
ment. He said the kind of 

construction, that contin-
ued during Welch’s visit, 
being done on Library Ave-
nue was “important for the 
quality of drinking water, 
and it’s really important for 
the quality of the water in 
our lakes and streams.”

Welch talks infrastructure

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Left to right, Rutland Public Works Commissioner Jeff Wennberg, Mayor David Allaire and 
Vermont Congressman Peter Welch listen as Neil Kamman of the Vermont DEC speaks 
Thursday morning on Library Avenue in Rutland City about getting federal legislation 
passed to fund improvements to the state’s aging sewer and water infrastructure.
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