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“Every vote matters, 

and the way we can 

make that happen 

is that we can have 

national voting, 

and that means get 

rid of the Electoral 

College.”

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., 
speaking at a CNN Town Hall 
on Monday night in Jackson, 

Mississippi. — A6

Birth unit closed
Springfield Hospital’s board 
of trustees, trying to shave 
$6.5 million off its budget, 
votes to close the hospital’s 
child-birthing center.  A3

High price to pay
U.S. Army tells environmen-
tal group it will cost close to 
$300,000 to release results 
of water testing related to 
potentially deadly contamina-
tion on military bases.  A6

Tonight
SIP-N-DIP

Artist instructor will walk you 

through the painting process. 

Leave with a completed canvas. $30, 

6-8 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South 

Main St., Rutland, beyondmarketing@

yahoo.com, 775-0356.

Board juggles solar offers

Leahy pens tribute to Batman

Smuggler’s sentence extended

Highway paving 
raises concerns

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

With two solar companies claim-
ing the town could save hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on its elec-
tric bills if it accepts their offers, the 
Select Board is considering creat-
ing its own Energy Committee to 
study these proposals.

Phil Allen, co-owner of Same Sun 
of Vermont, went before the Select 

Board at its Tuesday meeting with 
an offer that he said would save 
the town 10 percent on its annual 
electricity expenses for the next 25 
years, with the town taking owner-
ship of the array at the end of that 
period. His offer comes two weeks 
after Tom Garden, of Triland Part-
ners, asked the town to be part of 
a similar net-metering program he 
said would save the town around 

$1,600 in the first year, then more 
each subsequent year.

Allen said he’s identified two sites 
on town-owned land that could 
host a solar array between 150kw 
and 500kw. He said an ideal situ-
ation would be the town voting to 
expend the funds to build its own 
array, but given that the tax cred-
its and other incentive programs 
aimed at spurring net-metering 

programs will expire this year, that 
route is unlikely.

“But if you don’t have that 
desire or ability, a very good thing 
for Rutland Town is to allow my 
company to build either a 150kw, 
or something under 500kw, and 
I go back to what I presented 
here before, which is you get a 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Decades after meeting him in 
Montpelier’s Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library, the longest-serving U.S. 
senator, Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., is wish-
ing a happy 80th anniversary to his 
best-known associate and Gotham 
City’s Dark Knight, the Batman.

DC Comics has published an 
80th anniversary tribute to Batman 
to mark his debut in Detective 
Comics No. 27 in March 1939. The 
book, “Detective Comics; 80 Years,” 
ties into the 80th anniversary, which 
will be marked Saturday, March 30, 
with a foreword by Leahy.

“Enter ing Batman’s  world 

through my imagination opened 
an early door into a lifelong love of 
reading though I’m sure my parents 
would have preferred comic books 
starring Donald Duck to one about 
a millionaire in a bat-suit. Especially 
for kids, and many Americans, the 
early 1940s and 1950s were some-
times unsettling times in our world. 

We saw the Batman as a hero who 
could protect us from forces that 
we couldn’t control — but that he 
could,” Leahy wrote.

On Thursday, Leahy said he 
had been an early reader, maybe 
because his parents owned a 

By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A North Carolina man 
who court documents say 
imported drugs from Can-
ada “utilizing the dark web” 
was sentenced Wednesday to 
spend two more days in jail 
for plotting to steal a ship-
ment of counterfeit Xanax 
pills valued at $1.6 million 
that were pulled across the 
Vermont-Quebec border on 
a sled.

Yazid Al Fayyad Finn, of 

Cary, North Carolina, was 
sentenced Wednesday in fed-
eral court in Rutland to time 
served since his February 
2018 arrest, plus two days.

The hourlong sentencing 
hearing focused on Finn’s 
efforts to leave a past of sub-
stance abuse and drug-deal-
ing behind him.

Nothing was said about 
the origin of the shipment 
of pills or its intended 
destination in the United 
States. But there were hints 

of a cross-border smuggling 
operation that U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Geoffrey 
Crawford referred to as “an 
interactive computer ser-
vice” without offering any 
additional information in 
open court.

Prosecutors say Finn trav-
eled to Vermont in January 
2016 from North Carolina 
planning to steal almost 200 
pounds of pills that had been 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

L U D L O W  —  T h e r e 
will be an April 1 meeting 
during which state trans-
portation and Pike Indus-
tries officials will talk about 
the paving job on Route 
103 that  has residents 
concerned.

H o u s e  R e p .  L o g a n 
Nicoll, D-Ludlow, said he 
organized the meeting 
after hearing concerns 
about the paving job from 
his constituents.

The meet ing wi l l  be 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in 
the Heald Auditorium of 
Ludlow Town Hall, he said.

According to Logan, 
“senior level management 
of Pike Industries” will 
be at the meeting, along 
w i th  Wayne  Symonds , 
highway division director 
and chief engineer at the 
Vermont Agency of Trans-
portation. Jeremy Reed, a 
construction engineer with 
AOT, will also be present, 
according to Nicoll.

“There’s a lot of buzz in 
town about it,” Nicoll said 
Monday. “I’m expecting a 
large audience.”

Nicoll said he set the 
meet ing  up  l a s t  week 
after speaking with AOT 
officials.

R o u t e  1 0 3  b e t w e e n 
Rockingham and Claren-
don was scheduled to be 
paved in 2018, said Ryan 
Darling, an AOT project 
engineer, in a past inter-
view with the Herald. The 
39-mile project had to be 
halted with 14 miles left to 
go, as winter temperatures 
set in. Darling said the 
unfinished portion was 
prepared for winter, but 
the road markings haven’t 
held up.

He said in a more recent 
interview that signage has 
been put up and delinea-
tors have been put in place 
instead of paint to mark 
the edges of the road as 
well as truck lanes. Some 
painting has been done, 
as recently as Feb. 23. The 
plan is to finish the proj-
ect in spring as soon as 
weather allows.

AOT and spokespeople 
for Pike Industries said in 
past interviews weather was 
to blame for the delay. Dry 
stretches over summer and 
fall of last year were few 
and far between, leading 
to the project not getting 
done and having to be put 
off.

Ralph Pace, a Ludlow 
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Sister Shirley Davis, right, speaks to the audience in the Tuttle Hall Theater at College of St. Joseph after receiving the Sisters of St. Joseph 
Award from college President Jennifer Scott, left, Wednesday afternoon. The award was split between two recipients this year, the other being 
Jonathan Goldsmith, who has used his celebrity status as Dos Equis’ “Most Interesting Man in the World” to promote charitable fundraising.
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Shawn Mulholland, Fair Haven Union High School student and member of Our Voices 
Xposed, a student activist group, posts quotes on a board in the school’s lobby 
Wednesday morning. The quotes were written by other students about tobacco use. 
Students showcased tobacco industry facts from the Vermont Department of Health 
to discouraging vaping and smoking.

SISTER SHIRLEY HONORED

TAKING ACTION

RUTLAND TOWN

COMIC BOOK IDOL’S 80TH ANNIVERSARY

APRIL 1 MEETING PLANNED
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