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Federal charges are dropped

No charges for city police officer

School workforce 
challenges heard

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — The U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for Vermont has 
dropped — at least for the time 
being — the lone criminal case 
it filed after an early morning 
raid last month in Rutland City 
that uncovered possible evidence 
of gun violations and drug and 
human trafficking.

Jackson “Sunny” Grant, 37, of 
Brooklyn, was named in a federal 
criminal complaint with being 
a convicted felon in possession 
of a 9 mm handgun during the 
raid led by special agents from 
Homeland Security Investiga-
tions on Oct. 22. Two neighbor-
ing homes — 47 Baxter and 146 
Maple streets — were hit during 
the early morning swoop.

Prior to executing a search 
warrant  at  the Maple Street 
apartment, law enforcement had 
received indicators that women 
might be confined there against 
their will, officials said. HSI and 
police found evidence signify-
ing potential human trafficking, 
including a padlocked apartment 
door and multiple chain-link stor-
age areas. Several women were 

identified and interviewed.
“New York authorities are pur-

suing parole violations for Grant. 
The government will continue the 
investigation of Grant’s activities in 
Vermont,” Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Paul J. Van de Graaf wrote in the 
notice of dismissal.

D u r i n g  a  f e d e r a l  c o u r t 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Rutland City Police 
Department officer, Cpl. 
Christopher Rose, will not 
be charged after fatally 
shooting a man at the South 
Main Street McDonald’s on 
Aug. 25, according to Attor-
ney General T.J. Donovan.

Rose told investigators 
the man had an object he 
believed was a gun although 
law-enforcement officers 

later determined it was a 
cellphone.

A  news  re lease  sent 
Wednesday said their inves-
tigation of the fatal shoot-
ing of Jonathan Mansilla, 
33, of Coral Gables, Florida, 
was justified.

Under Vermont’s self-de-
fense law, deadly force is 
not considered justified if 
the accused person was the 
initial aggressor — the per-
son must also indicate he 

or she reasonably believed 
there was an immediate 
danger of harm or death 
and that he or she believed 
force was necessary to avoid 
this danger.

The release provided 
a detailed description of 
the events which preceded 
Mansilla’s death, which 
were investigated by the 
Vermont  State  Pol ice . 
Around 2:30 p.m. Aug. 25, 
Rose spotted Mansilla’s 

b lack  2009  Chevro le t 
Cobalt on Allen Street. The 
car had already been part of 
a police pursuit from earlier 
the same day.

However, Rose said what 
caught his attention was 
that the car crossed the cen-
ter line and then passed his 
police cruiser at a “high rate 
of speed” and almost hit the 
cruiser by going left of the 
center line.

Rose turned his cruiser 

around to  pursue  the 
Cobalt. He caught up with 
the car Mansilla was driving 
at the intersection of Allen 
Street and Route 7.

Rose saw the Cobalt hit 
the rear of a UPS truck. 
His cruiser video captured 
Mansilla, outside his car, 
but then leaning in to grab 
some object that Rose said 
he could not identify.

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

The State Board of Edu-
cation heard about the 
unprecedented workforce 
chal lenges facing Ver-
mont’s education system 
Wednesday.

Representatives from 
severa l  o rgan i za t ions 
addressed the board during 
its regular monthly meeting 
to outline the severe staff-
ing shortages facing K-12 
schools, as well as to offer 
some potential solutions.

Jeff Francis, executive 
director of the Vermont 
Superintendents’ Associa-
tion said his members are 

reporting acute shortages in 
all positions, with a particu-
larly great need for custodi-
ans, bus drivers, para-educa-
tors and cafeteria workers.

“For teachers and admin-
istrators, the burdens that 
are placed on them in terms 
of having to fill and cover 
for positions that are not in 
the school systems — it adds 
to the stress and anxiety,” 
he said.

While Francis  didn’t 
see measures that could 
alleviate the problem in 
the short term, he made 
several suggestions from a 
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In Rutland Town, the morning sun is pictured shining over the horizon.
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At Rutland Intermediate School, students from Ms. Foreman’s fourth-grade class posing 
with the newly named State of Vermont snowplow, “Luke Snow Walker”

LIGHT ON THE HORIZON

NEWLY NAMED SNOWPLOW

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  SPOTLIGHT

 www.rutlandherald.com ◆ thursday, november 18, 2021 ◆ volume 161 • number 184 $1.00

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Obituaries A6

Business A7

The Scene A8

Sports B1

Scoreboard B2

Advice  B4

Comics B4

Crossword B4

Horoscope  B4 

Marketplace B5

Television B6

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � NOV. 17, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 6-4-4 and 1-1-4-0
Evening: 6-2-2 and 1-7-3-9
Megabucks: 5-6-16-19-31 
MB:4

 � SUBSCRIBE
www.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS
news@rutlandherald.com
802-774-3026

InstaInsta

High 54

Low 32

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Beaver dam fails
No criticism of their engineer-

ing prowess, a beaver dam 

fails, emptying Muddy Pond 

and not for the first time 

either.  A6

NCAA opener
The University of Vermont 

men’s soccer team opens 

up the NCAA Tournament 

against Villanova on Thurs-

day in Burlington.  B1

EARLY MORNING RAID

See Charges, page  A5

FATAL SHOOTING AT MCDONALD’S

See Officer, page  A5

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

See Challenges, page  A5


