
“Nine-year-olds don’t 

know that Santa 

Claus doesn’t exist. 

They don’t know 

people die and don’t 

come back to life. I 

don’t know if 9-year-

olds can form intent 

to commit murder.”

Gus Kostopoulos, a former 
prosecutor-turned-juvenile 
defense lawyer in Chicago, 
commenting on murder and 

arson charges against a 
9-year-old boy after a fire in a 
mobile home park killed five 

people. — A10

Biden speaks out
Democratic presidential 

candidate Joe Biden, in a 

New Hampshire speech, said 

President Trump is “shooting 

holes in the Constitution” and 

should be impeached.  A9
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Friday
DITCH THE K IDS

Parents Night Out Open Gym. 

Drop the kids off and enjoy a night 

off on the second Friday of each 

month. No reservations needed. $18 

members/$20 nonmembers, 6:15-

9:15 p.m. Cobra Gymnastics & Dance 

Center, 56 Howe St. Building H, Rut-

land, cobravt@me.com, 772-7011.
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By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The names of three officers from 
the Rutland City Police Depart-
ment and one officer from the Rut-
land Town Police Department who 
were involved in the fatal shooting 
of the former Rutland mayor’s son 
on Tuesday were released by the 
Vermont State Police on Wednes-
day afternoon.

According to Vermont State 
Police, the four officers they named 
on Wednesday are those who fired 
their service weapons on Tuesday 
in downtown Rutland.

The three Rutland Police Depart-
ment officers are Sgt. Adam Lucia, 
who has been with the department 
for seven years; Sgt. Kenneth 
Mosher, who has been with the 
department for 12 years; and Cpl. 

Elias Anderson, who has been with 
the department for four years.

Rutland Town Police Deputy 
Chief Ted Washburn, who has been 
with the department for six years, 
was the fourth officer.

Rutland City Police Chief Brian 
Kilcullen said none of the officers 
had been involved in shootings 
in the past. Rutland Town Police 
Chief Ed Dumas could not be 

reached on Wednesday.
Christopher G. Louras, 33, of 

Rutland, the son of former Rutland 
Mayor Christopher C. Louras, died 
during the incident, which is being 
investigated by the Vermont State 
Police and which will be reviewed 
by the Vermont Attorney General’s 
Office. Following protocol, the 

Police in fatal firefight ID’d

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Joanna Hann, right, and Tony Bourn walk their daughter, Czarina, 3, down Baxter Street in Rutland City on a seasonable Tuesday afternoon.

Holiday Inn remains closed
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A town official says he expects 
every problem, from major to 
minor, to be fixed before the Board 
of Health Commissioners will allow 
the Holiday Inn to open again.

“As far as I’m concerned, it’s 
100%, quite literally,” said Joshua 
Terenzini, chairman of the Rutland 

Town Select Board, members of 
which also serve on the Board of 
Health Commissioners. “That’s 
my opinion as one board member. 
We take it very seriously when a 
handful of our firefighters almost 
get blown up by a gas leak that was 
ignored to say the least.”

On Sept. 30 at approximately 
9 p.m. a guest at the Holiday Inn 

called 911 to report a smell of 
propane. According to the town 
fire department, one of the hotel’s 
boilers, where the odor was coming 
from, exploded shortly after their 
arrival. Firefighters had the blaze 
under control in short order, limit-
ing damage to the boiler room an 
adjacent room. No injuries were 
reported. The following day, the 

Board of Health Commissioners 
voted to shut the hotel down, citing 
a lack of hot water.

The hotel’s owners told the Her-
ald last week they hoped to have 
the hotel opened within another 
day or two, but it remains closed.

“The state inspectors are coming 

WALKING ON SUNSHINE

White House 
defies inquiry

By MARY CLARE JALONICK 

and JONATHAN LEMIRE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
combative White House 
letter vowing to defy the 
“illegitimate” impeachment 
inquiry has actually put 
President Donald Trump 
on a more certain path 
to charges. His refusal to 
honor subpoenas or allow 
testimony would likely play 
into a formal accusation 
against him.

The letter sent to House 
leaders by White House 
counsel Pat Cipollone Tues-
day evening declared the 
president would not coop-
erate with the investigation 
— a clear reason, Demo-
crats say, to write an article 
of impeachment charging 
him with obstruction.

The White House insists 
that a formal House vote 
is necessary just to start 
the impeachment process. 
But Democrats are moving 
ahead without one, confi-
dent for now that they are 

backed by the Constitution 
and Trump’s own acknowl-
edgements of trying to per-
suade a foreign government 
to investigate a political foe.

“The White House should 
be warned that continued 
efforts to hide the truth 
of the president’s abuse of 
power from the American 
people will be regarded as 
further evidence of obstruc-
tion,” said House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi in response 
to the letter. “Mr. Presi-
dent, you are not above 
the law. You will be held 
accountable.”

Trump again defended 
his decision not to cooper-
ate, calling a whistleblower’s 
complaint about his call 
with Ukraine’s leader “a 
fraud being perpetrated 
on the American public” 
and saying Republicans 
are being treated unfairly. 
He repeated he was being 
vilified for “a perfect phone 
call.”

City to reform health board
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Mayor David Allaire plans 
to reconstitute the city 
Board of Health.

Allaire nominated Mary 
Nemeth, Courtney Collins 
and Mark Woodbury to 
serve on the dormant board 
Monday. The nominations 
were tabled for two weeks, 
at which time they are 
voted on by the full Board 

of Aldermen.
The move comes after the 

high profile closures of KFC 
by the state and of Holiday 
Inn by the Rutland Town 
Board of Health, but Allaire 
said his decision originated 
elsewhere.

“There was some concern 
about some events down on 
Library Avenue in a certain 
household,” Allaire said 
Wednesday.

Nobody was sure how 
long the board had been 
vacant when city govern-
ment attempted to revive 
it in 2013. Then-Alderman 
Gary Donahue suggested 
retooling the role of the 
board to advise city govern-
ment on matters of public 
health after a debate on 
which disinfectants to use 

See Police, page  A5
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Nick McMahon (left) and Greg Proctor, of the Rutland City Water Department, flush 
the hydrant at the corner of Maple and Grove streets. Hydrant-flushing takes place 
twice a year, in May and October.

FALL MAINTENANCE

See Health, page  A5

Trump makes charge 
more certain

PENDING FURTHER INSPECTION

See Holiday Inn, page  A5

See Inquiry, page  A5


