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“It’s hard to know 

whether we are 

living in strange or 

dangerous times.”

Editorial, A4

Opinion
Plenty of commentaries and 

letters to the editor today.  A4

In the News
While some summer camps 

are open this year, COVID is 

redefining that experience for 

kids.  A2

Marketing Relief 
MATCH
PROGRAM

A catalyst for local 
economic recovery
The Barre Montpelier 

Times Argus and 
Rutland Herald have 
committed $100,000 

in matching funds this 
summer for a program 
designated for locally-
owned businesses to 
assist with promoting 

the change of business 
operations and 

reopening.

Call 802-774-3038 
today to learn more

Mayor reveals cancer surgery

Rutland 
lawyer
disbarred 

States can bind electors’ votes

Trump finds 
his leadership 
being tested

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Mayor David Allaire announced 
Monday that he is having surgery 
later this month for esophageal 
cancer.

Allaire notified the Board of Alder-
men at its regularly scheduled meet-
ing that the surgery was expecting to 
leave him out of commission for at 
least three weeks. Board President 
Matthew Whitcomb would serve as 
acting mayor during that time, as 

called for in the City Charter.
Allaire said he was diagnosed in 

March and had undergone treat-
ments at Rutland Regional Medical 
Center’s Foley Cancer Center in April 
and May. During that time, he said, 
he continued to work.

“I come to work every day,” Allaire 
said. “I enjoy my job, and I plan to 
keep doing my job until my next 
hurdle.”

That hurdle, he said, was the 
surgery, scheduled for July 23 at 

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Cen-
ter in Lebanon, New Hampshire.

“I hope to be back in the saddle 
at some point in mid-May,” he said.

Allaire said the surgery is “cura-
tive,” and that he expects to be able 
to resume his regular activities.

“I will resume those activities can-
cer-free,” he said.

Allaire called the Foley Center an 
essential resource for the community 
and thanked his department heads 
and their families.

“They have stood by me 100 per-
cent,” he said.

Whitcomb wished Allaire a speedy 

recovery.
In addition, Monday evening, the 

board voted to have the Charter and 
Ordinance Committee discuss man-
dating wearing masks in public — 
though a number of aldermen and 
the mayor said they would oppose 
such a mandate.

Alderman Michael Talbott made 
the motion following a presenta-
tion by Claudia Courcelle, a nurse 
at Community Health, who said 
the organization strongly recom-
mends wearing masks in public. 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Lawyer Sigismund Wysolmerski’s 
yearlong suspension would have 
ended this month, but instead an 
appeal to the Supreme Court has 
ended in his disbarment.

Wysolmerski, a prominent Rutland 
attorney and former member of the 
Board of Aldermen, was suspended 
last year by the Professional Respon-
sibility Board for “dishonest con-
duct” and “failing to keep his client 
informed.”

As the Supreme Court reviewed 
the case, Wysolmerski argued to 
have his sanction reduced to a repri-
mand or a suspension of six months 
or less, which disciplinary counsel 
had argued for the suspension to be 
extended for a year.

Instead, the court disbarred him.
“It’s not normal for the Supreme 

Court to do that,” said Andy Delaney, 
a Barre-based lawyer and editor-in-
chief of “SCOV Law,” a blog that 
analyzes Vermont Supreme Court 
decisions. “It’s pretty rare for the 
Supreme Court to step up and say, 
‘Nope, that wasn’t enough.’”

Delaney said that the Supreme 
Court typically just reprints whatever 
decision reached it from the Pro-
fessional Responsibility Board and 
that while he could only speculate, it 
seemed likely that something about 
the case angered the court.

“Generally in attorney discipline 
cases, what most supreme courts, 
most disciplinary boards are looking 
for is for an attorney to take respon-
sibility, even when it hurts,” he said. 

By MARK SHERMAN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — In a 
decision flavored with ref-
erences to “Hamilton” and 
“Veep,” the Supreme Court 
ruled unanimously Mon-
day that states can require 
presidential electors to 
back their states’ popular 
vote winner in the Electoral 
College.

The rul ing,  in cases 

in Washington state and 
Colorado just under four 
months before the 2020 
election, leaves in place laws 
in 32 states and the District 
of Columbia that bind elec-
tors to vote for the popu-
lar-vote winner, as electors 
almost always do anyway.

So-called faithless electors 
have not been critical to the 
outcome of a presidential 
election, but that could 

change in a race decided 
by just a few electoral votes. 
It takes 270 electoral votes 
to win the presidency.

A s tate  may instruct 
“electors that they have no 
ground for reversing the 
vote of millions of its citi-
zens,” Justice Elena Kagan 
wrote in her majority opin-
ion that walked through 

By JONATHAN LEMIRE 

and CALVIN WOODWARD

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Not 
long after noon on Feb. 6, 
President Donald Trump 
strode into the elegant 
East Room of the White 
House. The night before, 
his impeachment trial had 
ended with acquittal in the 
Republican-controlled Sen-
ate. It was time to gloat and 
settle scores.

“It was evil,” Trump said 
of the attempt to end his 
presidency. “It was corrupt. 
It was dirty cops. It was leak-
ers and liars.”

It was also soon forgot-
ten. On Feb. 6, in Califor-
nia, a 57-year-old woman 
was found dead in her 
home of natural causes 
then unknown. When her 
autopsy report came out, 
officials said her death had 
been the first from COVID-
19 in the U.S.

The “invisible enemy” 
was on the move. And civil 
unrest over racial injus-
tice would soon claw at 
the country. If that were 
not enough, there came a 

fresh round of angst over 
Russia, and America would 
ask whether Trump had 
the backs of troops tar-
geted by bounty hunters in 
Afghanistan.

For Trump, the virus has 
been the most persistent 
of those problems. But he 
has not even tried to make 
a common health crisis the 
subject of national com-
mon ground and serious 
purpose. He has refused to 
wear a mask, setting off a 
culture war in the process 
as his followers took their 
cues from him.

Instead he spoke about 
preening with a mask when 
the cameras were off: “I 
had a mask on,” he said this 
past week. “I sort of liked 
the way I looked ... like the 
Lone Ranger.”

These are times of pain, 
mass death, fear and depri-
vation and the Trump show 
may be losing its allure, 
exposing the empty space 
once filled by the empathy 
and seriousness of presi-
dents leading in a crisis.
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A dragonfly feeds on a reed on Monday afternoon at East Creek Wildlife Management Area in Orwell.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Cut hay is fed into a waiting truck under a cloud-filled sky on Monday afternoon 
along Mount Independence Road in Orwell.
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