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“Our infrastructure 

seems as rowdy as  

a funhouse without 

the fun.”

— Editorial, A4

Happy news?
Vermont’s record-low unem-

ployment rate for January 

is not entirely good news, 

according to labor experts.  

                                        A2

Building trend
City officials say the uptick 

in zoning permits in 2018 

bodes well for the local 

economy.  A3

Act 46 deadline
The Vt. secretary of educa-

tion urges school districts 

subject to merger to heed the 

statutory July 1 deadline.   A3

Milwaukee-bound
Milwaukee will host the 

2020 Democratic National 

Convention, highlighting 

the battleground state of 

Wisconsin.  B4

Wednesday
BOBBY JO VALENTINE

A multi-faceted songwriter and 

storyteller. Dinner will be served at 

5:30 p.m. followed by a concert at 

6:30 p.m. Free will offering, 5:30-

7:30 p.m. Grace Congregational 

Church, 8 Court Street, Rutland, 

dchar99@yahoo.com, 802-775-

4301.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

WALLINGFORD — A recount 
held at the Town Office on Mon-
day confirmed that John McClallen 
defeated incumbent Select Board 
Chairman Bill Brooks in a race for 
a three-year Select Board seat.

Town Meeting Day results had 
McClallen with 190 votes to Brooks’ 

180. After the recount, it was found 
McClallen only won by nine votes.

Town Clerk Julie Sharon said this 
is the first time she’s had to oversee 
a recount. Sharon has been town 
clerk since 2013, and had been 
the assistant town clerk since 2002. 
She said she contacted the Secre-
tary of State’s Office to make sure 
proper procedures were followed 

after Brooks requested a recount 
in writing.

Members of the the Board of 
Civil Authority did the actual 
counting. The Board of Civil 
Authority consists of Justices of the 
Peace and Select Board members. 
Among them were Judy Edmunds, 
Gary Fredette, Rose Regula, Nel-
son Tift, Bruce Duchesne and 

Lynn Edmunds.
Fredette, Regula, and Tift are 

sitting Select Board members. 
Duchesne was recently elected to 
the Select Board, defeating incum-
bent Mark Tessier.

Neither Brooks nor McClallen 
were present for the recount.

McClallen win is confirmed

JOSH KUCKENS / STAFF PHOTO/

West Rutland’s Kiana Grabowski jumps into the arms of teammate Elizabeth Bailey as the Golden Horde celebrates their Division IV championship 
win over Blue Mountain Union at the Barre Auditorium on Saturday. See page B1 for story.

Legislative deadline draws near
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A bill 
starts its journey to become 
a law when it is introduced 
in the Legislature. Many 
bills, though, don’t go any 
further than that.

“ C r o s s o v e r ”  d a y  i s 
approaching in Montpelier 

— the date after which bills 
that have not made it out of 
whichever committee they 
were sent to upon introduc-
tion stay there, doomed to 
be discussed no more this 
legislative session. Several 
bills that received media 
attention upon their intro-
duction appear destined for 

just that fate.
House Speaker Mitzi 

Johnson, D-South Hero, 
wrote in an email last week 
that the deadline is March 
15, though bills with budget 
or revenue impacts have 
to be out of the “money 
committees” by March 22. 
However, she also said bills 

that don’t make the dead-
line this session aren’t quite 
dead yet.

“As this is the first of a 
2-year biennium, bills that 
do not meet crossover will 
still be considered next 
year,” she wrote. “It’s a dead-
line with more significant 
consequences the second 

year of the biennium, as at 
the end of the biennium 
bills that do not become law 
‘die’ and the process starts 
all over again with the new 
legislature.”

Johnson said the pur-
pose of the deadline is to 

WINNING IT ALL

Zuckerman, citizens meet in 
city to talk about Vt. issues

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Lt. Gov. David Zucker-
man told Rutland County 
voters that if they want to 
be heard, they just have to 
speak up.

“Please take this oppor-
tunity to recognize you can 
reach out to your legislators 
with ideas, with points of 
view,” he told an audience 
of about 30 at the Unitarian 

Universalist Church on 
Sunday. “Your voice can be 
disproportionately loud if 
you choose to use it.”

The event was a town 
hall meeting sponsored 
by the Rutland Branch of 
the NAACP and the Rights 
and Democracy Educa-
tion Fund. Zuckerman 
led the discussion backed 
by a panel of activists and 
several members of the 

Rutland County legislative 
delegation.

Sen.  Cheryl  Hooker, 
D-Rutland County, serves 
on the Institutions and 
Economic Development 
committees, where she 
said lawmakers have been 
working on the minimum 
wage, affordable hous-
ing, privacy and school 

Bill eyes new
process for 
vets’ remains

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

W h a t  b e c o m e s  o f  a 
deceased veteran’s remains 
when no next of kin claims 
them?

Tom Giffin, Rutland’s 
cemetery commissioner and 
president of the Vermont 
Old Cemetery Association, 
figured they would be auto-
matically sent somewhere 
like the Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery in Randolph. He 
was surprised to find out he 
was wrong.

Working with the Rutland 
County delegation, he got 
a bill introduced to the 
Legislature — cosponsored 
by more than 40 represen-
tatives — that would allow 
veterans’ ashes to be sent to 
the memorial cemetery and 
interred alongside other 
veterans.

Giffin said he learned 
from a local funeral home 
that unclaimed cremains 
wind up stored at funeral 
homes unless next-of-kin 
come to claim them. Gif-
fin said that while the bill 
doesn’t do anything for 

other cremains that funeral 
homes might be compelled 
to hold on to, the solution 
for the veterans seemed too 
obvious not to enact.

“For the vets, we have a 
place where they can go,” 
he said. “You have a place 
to put them.”

The bill has the support 
of Robert Burke, who over-
sees the cemetery as the 
director of the Vermont 
Office of Veterans Affairs.

“We worked with the med-
ical examiner’s office back 
in December to inter two 
vets who were unclaimed,” 
he said. “We’re always inter-
ested in providing an hon-
orable and respectful final 
resting place for veterans.”

Burke said the bill would 
cost  the state nothing 
because the cemetery is 
reimbursed by the federal 
government for veteran 
burials. Burke said there is 
plenty of room because the 
cemetery just expanded 
with 1,640 burial plots.

Just how many unclaimed 

WALLINGFORD RECOUNT

See McClallen, page  A5

See Deadline, page  A5

TOWN HALL MEETING IN RUTLAND
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Lt. Gov. David Zuckerman speaks to residents at a town hall event, on Sunday at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church in Rutland.

LEGISLATURE 2019

See Bill, page  A5See Zuckerman, page  A5

LEGISLATURE 2019


