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 � DEC. 2, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 2-4-6 and 0-8-1-9
Evening: 8-4-3 and 1-2-4-3
New York State
5-9-5LS19 and 5-1-1-5 LS12
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Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Cyber Surge
Cyber Monday was track-

ing to be the biggest online 

shopping day of the year, up 

about 19% from 2018, al-

though most deals had been 

online for weeks.  A3

Wednesday
MOONLIGHT MADNESS

Construction is done and the 

decorations are up. Shops are open 

late into the evening with discounts, 

treats and door prize drawings. Over 

20 vendors up and downstairs in the 

Town Hall. 4-9 p.m. Brandon, info@

brandon.org, 802-247-3744.

Track owner faces 8 charges

Shiffrin cruises to 62nd WC win

New abuse suits could cost 

Catholic church over $4B

Town opts to 
bow out of 
flood maps

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The owner of the Devil’s Bowl 
Speedway is charged with holding 
three 17-year-olds at gunpoint for 
doing doughnuts in the parking 
lot.

Michael G. Bruno, 48, pleaded 
not guilty Monday in Rutland 
criminal court to eight charges 
stemming from the incident — 
five felonies (kidnapping, unlawful 
restraint, extortion and two counts 

of aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon) as well as misdemeanor 
charges of reckless endangerment, 
aggravated disorderly conduct and 
reckless driving.

The kidnapping charge carries a 
potential life sentence. The other 
charges carry a potential combined 
maximum of 31 1/2    years. Bruno was 
released to the custody of his wife 
on $20,000 bail and several con-
ditions, including that he observe 
a curfew when not at work. Judge 

David Fenster denied a prosecution 
request to hold Bruno without bail, 
but said he would set a 2 1/2-hour 
hearing for further arguments on 
the subject when time could be 
found in the court calendar.

Vermont State Police said they 
were contacted late Saturday by 
the teenagers, who said they were 
en route to the Crossgates Mall in 
Albany when they stopped at the 
racetrack to urinate in the parking 
lot. The youths said the driver did 

a doughnut and a half before they 
continued along Route 22A.

A short time later, according to 
affidavits, Bruno overtook them in 
his truck and pulled ahead of them, 
forcing them to stop. The teenagers 
said Bruno brandished a handgun 
and demanded their identification, 
then ordering them at gunpoint to 
return with him to the racetrack.

The trio complied, police said, 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — Mikaela 
Shiffrin emerged from the 
sun, which sat directly atop 
Superstar.

The narrative coming 
into the FIS Women’s World 
Cup was centered on the 
24-year-old American skier. 
Sweeping Killington would 

put her in second place for 
the most lifetime victories 
at the tournament and 
bring her that much closer 
to overtaking recordholder 
Lindsey Vonn.

The top female skiers 
in the world gathered in 
Killington for the fourth 
year in a row, competing 
in front of a crowd that was 

expected to total 40,000 in 
the course of the weekend. 
In an interview between 
races, Gov. Phil Scott called 
it the largest sporting event 
in the state and invited vis-
itors from outside Vermont 
to “come back again.”

After two days of com-
petition, Shiffrin ended 
the weekend tied for the 

second-most wins all-time, 
after taking gold in Sun-
day’s slalom event, which 
marked her 62nd World 
Cup win.

Saturday was the giant 
slalom, and Shiffrin was the 
third racer in the first run 
of the day, easily finishing 
faster than the two who 
went before her — German 

V i k t o r i a  R e b e n s b u r g 
and Switzerland’s Wendy 
Holdener.

Her lead didn’t  last , 
though. Tessa Worley of 
France, who won the GS in 
the World Cup’s first year 
at Killington, claimed first 
place immediately after 

By BERNARD CONDON 

and JIM MUSTIAN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — At the 
end of another long day 
trying to sign up new cli-
ents accusing the Roman 
Catholic Church of sexual 
abuse, lawyer Adam Slater 
gazes out the window of his 
high-rise Manhattan office 
at one of the great symbols 
of the church, St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral.

“I wonder how much 
that’s worth?” he muses.

Across the country, attor-
neys like Slater are scram-
bling to file a new wave 
of lawsuits alleging sexual 
abuse by clergy, thanks to 
rules enacted in 15 states 
that extend or suspend 
the statute of limitations to 
allow claims stretching back 
decades. Associated Press 
reporting found the del-
uge of suits could surpass 

anything the nation’s clergy 
sexual abuse crisis has seen 
before, with potentially 
more than 5,000 new cases 
and payouts topping $4 
billion.

It’s a financial reckoning 
playing out in such popu-
lous Catholic strongholds 
as New York, California 
and New Jersey, among 
the eight states that go the 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CLARENDON — The 
town wants no part of the 
federal government’s efforts 
to update floodplain maps.

At its Nov. 25 meeting, 
the Select Board voted 
unanimously to approve 
a motion from Selectman 
Robert Congdon to “... 
authorize the chairman of 
the Planning Commission 
to include in their letter 
that the town Select Board 
has resolved that they also 
want no part of any further 
FEMA mapping in the 
town of Clarendon, as what 
stands is sufficient.”

The letter is being sent 
to Scott Olson, of the U.S. 
Geological Survey, accord-
ing to the minutes from the 
meeting.

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
are working to update the 
floodplain maps for the 
Otter Creek watershed. 
Whether a property is in 
a floodplain or not can 
affect what local and state 

regulations apply to it, as 
well as whether or not it 
needs flood insurance.

“You know the old say-
ing about the road to Hell 
being paved with good 
intentions?” said Brown-
son Spencer, chairman of 
the Planning Commission. 
“That’s what the Planning 
Commission feels is going 
on here. Ever since (Trop-
ical Storm Irene), there’s 
been sort of a push to say 
the storm we’ve always been 
regulated by is the so-called 
100-year storm, but Irene 
is now the new 100-year 
storm, which many of us 
don’t believe to be the case. 
We think it was much big-
ger than 100-year storm. So, 
the Planning Commission’s 
position is that increasing 
the properties that are 
going to be subject to flood 
insurance is bad for the 
town for several reasons.”

He said being in a flood-
plain restricts what one can 
do with a property, thereby 
lowering its value, which 

FIS WOMEN’S WORLD CUP
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Two time Olympic gold medalist Mikaela Shiffrin facetimes with third place winner Anna Swenn Larson of Sweden after taking first place in the slalom 
during the FIS Women’s World Cup held on Sunday at Killington Resort.

AP PHOTO

Nancy Holling-Lonnecker, 71, poses with a picture taken of her as a young girl, at her 
home in San Diego. Holling-Lonnecker plans to take advantage of an upcoming three-year 
window in California that allows people to make claims of sexual abuse no matter how old.
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