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Big weekend
Devil’s Bowl driver Vince 

Quenneville and the 

Lakes Region baseball 

team have make or break 

weekends ahead.  
                                    B1

Trouble in green
She comes on like a rose, 

but everybody knows — 

she’ll get you in Dutch. 

You can look, but you bet-

ter not touch. Late at night 

while you’re sleeping, poi-

son ivy comes a-creeping 

around.  C4

‘Mesmerizing’
The ninth annual Green 

Mountain Watercolor Exhibi-

tion presented by Mad River 

Valley Arts opened in June 

at the Red Barn at Lareau 

Farm in Waitsfield.  D1
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Group to eye school funding

WEXP is off the air — for now

Local film hits 

festival rounds

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

A new joint task force of lawmak-
ers is exploring how to update the 
state education-funding formula.

The e ight -member  group, 
dubbed the “Task Force on the 
Implementation of the Pupil 
Weighting Factors Report,” has 
been given the job of proposing 
a more equitable way to distribute 
money to school districts across the 
state.

Currently in Vermont, school 
budgets are developed at the 
local level by school boards and 
approved by voters. Funding, 

however, comes from the state 
education fund, which is funded 
in part by property taxes.

Those local tax rates are deter-
mined by spending per equalized 
pupil. A higher equalized per-pupil 
count means lower tax rates for a 
district.

To calculate per-pupil spending, 
the state applies a weighted for-
mula that reflects the resources a 
district needs to educate students 
based on certain characteristics, 
including students living in rural 
areas, students from low-income 
backgrounds, students with differ-
ent learning needs and students for 

whom English is not their primary 
language.

Yet a 2019 report commissioned 
by the Legislature found the exist-
ing formula to be “outdated,” with 
weights having “weak ties, if any, 
with evidence describing differ-
ences in the costs for educating 
students with disparate needs 
or operating schools in different 
contexts.”

The task force met for the first 
time late last month, electing Rep. 
Emilie Kornheiser, D-Brattleboro, 
and Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Addison, 
to serve as co-chairs.

Additional task force members 

include: Rep. Scott Beck, R-St. 
Johnsbury; Rep. Peter Conlon, 
D-Cornwall; Rep. Kathleen James, 
D-Manchester; Sen. Randy Brock, 
R-Franklin; Sen. Cheryl Hooker, 
D/P-Rutland; and Sen. Andrew 
Perchlik, D/P-Washington.

At its inaugural meeting, the 
group got a primer from analysts 
on the current status quo of the 
state’s education funding system, 
as well as an overview of the 2019 
report’s findings.

In his presentation, Mark Per-
rault, senior fiscal analyst for 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

WEXP is off the air.
The station continues to 

stream online, but owner 
David Tibbs said he pulled 
the plug on the broadcast 
signal Thursday due to 
financial difficulties. Tibbs 
— who goes by “Uncle 
Dave” while DJ-ing —said 
they were unable to make 
payments to a creditor 
when a large donor was 
suddenly found to have 
stage-four cancer.

“He couldn’t help us,” 
Tibbs said. “We’re putting 
together something to fix 
that.”

Tibbs has been running 
the station as a communi-
ty-oriented nonprofit rely-
ing on sponsorships and 
donations. He declined to 
say exactly how much he 
needed to get back on the 
air.

“It’s not insurmount-
able,” he said. “It’s not like 
half a million dollars. It’s a 
good chunk of change.”

However, Tibbs said he 
was confident he would get 
the money he needs and 
get the station back on the 
air — hopefully by the end 
of the month.

“We’re a hit,” he said. 
“People love the station. ... 
We’re making a difference 
and giving Rutland what it 
deserves — a positive spin 
on where they live. ... Day 
to day we’re fine. I need 
to hire a salesman soon 
because it’s getting to the 
point where I don’t have 

enough time to talk to 
everyone who wants to be 
on.”

The station went live in 
January 2020. In addition 
to giving airtime to a wide 
variety of local nonprofits, 
Tibbs has used the station 
to champion local music.

“Most places play 250-300 
songs,” he said. “We have 
over 8,000 in our catalog, 
many of which are local and 
New England artists.”

WEXP is based out of 
the Vermont Farmers Food 

Center, where treasurer 
Chris Keyser said the orga-
nization has been trying to 
support the station. Keyser 
said Tibbs stumbled into 
the worst time to start a ven-
ture, which the pandemic 
coming close on the heels 
of the station going live.

“He helped support us 
also by giving us airtime,” 
Keyser said. “He was very 
free with his pro bono time 
for us. Plus, he always talks 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Annalise Lockhart turned 
her childhood stomping 
grounds into a haunting 
directorial debut.

“Inheritance,” a short film 
shot in Shrewsbury in 2019, 
is making the festival rounds 
— including a planned 
showing in late August at 
the Middlebury New Film-
makers Festival. Lockhart, 
29, a New York City-based 
filmmaker with a long list 
of assistant director credits, 
shot the short at the cabin 
her mother, a former Spring 
Lake Ranch employee, pur-
chased in the mid-’80s and 
that her extended family uses 

as a vacation home.
“It was cool to have peo-

ple I’ve worked with come 
in and bring different ideas 
to the space,” she said. “For 
me, it was just a chance to 
make something I really 
cared about. I made it with 
people I’ve worked with on 
other projects as an assistant 
director. It was fun to flex 
those director muscles.”

Lockhart said the com-
munity was helpful and 
welcoming during the five 
days of filming as the cast 
and crew had to adjust to 
working without cell signals 
or WiFi.
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A flock of three geese cause a slight disruption of traffic on Killington Road as they cross the street and head into the pond.
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Jimmy Anderson hydrates a flower bed outside his home on the outskirts of 
Rutland City.
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AFTERNOON WATERING
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