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‘Her soul was in Vermont’

Grant to boost mentor program

Mail bomb suspect 
described as ‘loner’

Proctor buildings 
sold separately

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

R
utland was always 
a part of Andrea 
Mead Lawrence, 

and now her legacy in the 
city is carved in stone.

The latest of the 
downtown marble statues, 
unveiled Friday on Mer-
chants Row near the inter-
section with Center Street, 
depicts the late Lawrence 
in her prime, tearing down 
a ski slope. At its base is a 
quote from Lawrence that 

sculptor Steve Shaheen, 
who oversaw the project, 
said inspired the artists 
working on it: “There are 

few times in our lives when 
we become the thing we 
are doing.”

“That saying at the bot-
tom was how she lived her 
life,” said Lawrence’s son, 
Matthew Lawrence, his 
voice occasionally quaver-
ing with emotion. “Every 
endeavor she attempted 
was in that spirit.”

Lawrence was born 
in 1932 to the family 
that founded the Pico 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A $500,000 federal grant will let 
Mentor Connector double its over-
all operations, Executive Director 
Chris Hultquist said Friday.

“We received $500,000 as a three-
year grant to increase 180 mentor 
matches over the next three years,” 
Hultquist said.

Mentor Connector matches 
youth between the ages of 15 and 

21 to volunteer mentors who help 
them develop life skills and “edu-
cational curiosity,” while preparing 
for the workforce. Hultquist said 
the grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice’s Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Prevention supple-
ments a $100,000 grant the organi-
zation got earlier this year from the 
Bowse Health Trust. The funds will 
be applied entirely toward Mentor 
Connector’s new program working 

with families in which a member 
has an opioid abuse problem.

“The initial idea was, we wanted 
to provide mentoring for youth 
who were addicted and going 
through treatment,” Hultquist 
said. “Unfortunately, one of the 
things we ran into is youth in that 
age range, 16-20, who are going 
through treatment are often too 
volatile to be placed with a mentor.”

So Hultquist said, they pivoted 

toward prevention, designing a pro-
gram to work with children in fam-
ilies in which another member has 
an addiction problem. Hultquist 
said those children are among 
the highest risk groups to become 
addicts themselves. One mentor 
is assigned to the family unit as a 
whole, and then each child in the 
family gets an individual mentor. 

By MICHAEL BIESECKER 

and STEPHEN BRAUN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Cesar Sayoc is 
an amateur body builder and former 
male stripper, a loner with a long 
arrest record who showed little inter-
est in politics until Donald Trump 
came along.

On Friday, he was identified by 
authorities as the Florida man who 
put pipe bombs in small manila 
envelopes, affixed six stamps and 

sent them to some of Trump’s most 
prominent critics.

Records  show  Sayoc ,  56 ,  o f 
Aventura, Florida, has a history of 
financial problems and extensive 
record of past arrests, including a 
stint served on probation for mak-
ing a bomb threat. He was born 
in New York City and attended 
college in North Carolina before 
moving to the Miami suburbs in 
the late 1980s.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PROCTOR — Two former 
Vermont Marble Co. buildings 
were sold Friday, but only one 
officially through auction.

The building at 61 Main St. 
was sold to Watkins Building and 
Roofing Specialist for $16,500. 
Owner Fred Watkins said he 
hopes to turn the 30,500-square-
foot building into some sort of 
affordable or senior housing 
complex.

The parcel at 39 Main St., and 
part of 61 Main St., were sold 
outside the auction to parties 
that requested their identities, 
and what they paid, not be dis-
closed, said Mike Carey, of Tran-
zon Auction Properties. Tranzon 
conducted the auction on behalf 
of College of St. Joseph, which 
owned the buildings.

Once the sales are recorded 
with the town clerk, the parties 
and what they paid will become 
public.

The properties were donated 
to CSJ by their previous owner, 
Omya Inc., in 2014. The college 
planned to use them for a phy-
sician’s assistant program that 
never got off the ground. The 
college has been facing financial 
difficulties lately and after having 
the properties listed with a real-
tor for about two years, decided 
to sell them at auction, according 
to CSJ President Jennifer Scott.

About 40 people showed up 
for the auction, though only two 
entered bids. Carey said since 
no registered bidder said they 
wished to purchase the buildings 
as a pair, they’d be auctioned off 
separately. He began with 39 
Main St., asking for $100,000. He 
kept lowering the bid until Joe 
Casella, of Casella Construction, 
bid $5,000. After receiving no 
other bids, Carey moved on to 
61 Main St., receiving a $10,000 
bid from Watkins.

After several more minutes 
of no one else bidding, Carey 
called for a break. Over the 
next 40 minutes or so, most of 
those who’d gathered had left. 
When the auction opened up 
again, Carey said the 61 Main 
St. lot had been broken up, that 
it would no longer include the 
front parking lot. Watkins had 
agreed to increase his bid to 
$15,000 (plus fees), and the auc-
tion for 61 Main St. proceeded to 
its conclusion.

What followed was another 
long break, during which Carey 
announced the sale of 39 Main 
St. and the parking lot to 61 
Main St., disclosing the identity 
of neither buyer nor what they 
paid, as they were sold outside 
the auction process.

Casella had no comment as 
he left the site. Earlier in the 
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From left, Rutland High School band members Alex Aiken, Mary Sutton, Riley Norton and Sarah Bloch, background, practice Friday on Alumni 
Field for Saturday’s Halloween parade in Rutland.

HORNS FOR HALLOWEEN

Andrea Mead Lawrence sculpture unveiled

CAMERON PAQUETTE / STAFF PHOTO

Quentin Andrea Lawrence, daughter of Andrea Mead Law-
rence, speaks next to the newly unveiled statue honoring her 
mother during a ceremony in downtown Rutland on Friday.

“Her love of 

sport, her love 

of mountains, all 

started here in 

Rutland, Vermont.”

Quentin Andrea Lawrence, 
daughter of Andrea Mead 

Lawrence
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This Nov. 1, 2017, photo shows a van with its windows covered with an assortment 
of stickers in Well, Fla. Federal authorities took Cesar Sayoc into custody on Friday 
and confiscated his van, which appears to be the same one, at an auto parts store in 
Plantation, Fla., in connection with the mail-bomb scare that has targeted prominent 
Democrats from coast to coast.
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