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“In all, Vermont has 

welcomed almost 

8,000 refugees since 

1989, primarily from 

Bhutan, Burma, 

Bosnia, Burundi, the 

Democratic Republic 

of Congo, Iraq, 

Somalia, Sudan and 

Vietnam.”

Editorial, A4

Facing charges
A Fair Haven man faces two 

felony charges after an at-

tempted robbery is reported 

at Terrill Street Beverages in 

Rutland.  A3

Ban bill coming
With the governor calling 

out vaping in his State of the 

State address, anti-smoking 

advocates are confident 

they’ll have the support to 

ban all flavored tobacco 

products this session.  A3

Today
COFFEE & CRAFTING

Coffee or tea and craft supplies 

provided to make mugs out of 

clay. Requires 2 sessions, one to 

create your mug and one to glaze it. 

Suggested donation $10, 10 a.m.-

12 p.m. Godnick Adult Center, 1 Deer 

Street, Rutland, AprilC@rutlandrec.

com, 802-773-1853.

$5M bond clears first hurdle

Judge declines to dismiss charge

Lt. Gov. Zuckerman says 
he’s running for governor

Rule-making 
process sees 
new criticism

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The $5 million paving bond 
cleared its first hurdle Monday as 
the Public Works Committee rec-
ommended the Board of Aldermen 
put it on the March ballot.

That recommendation goes to 
the full board next week, and the 
administration plans two public 
hearings on the bond ahead of 
Town Meeting Day.

The proposal, put forward by 
Mayor David Allaire, would allo-
cate $4 million for roads and $1 
million for sidewalks, likely spent 
over a five-year period. This would 
cover slightly more than half the 
estimated $8.8 million needed 
for the city to catch up on road 
maintenance, finally repairing a 
number of Rutland’s worst roads. 
Allaire said $5 million seemed like 
a “sweet spot” where the city could 

make a significant impact and 
then reassess. City engineer James 
Rotondo said he backed the $5 
million number.

“It’s not zero and it’s not 8.8,” he 
said. “It’s somewhere in the middle 
for us to get work done.”

Rotondo said the long-term solu-
tion is to move away from repair 
bonds and adequately fund road 
maintenance on an annual basis.

“That would be my long-term 

goal, after we get done with this,” 
Allaire said.

Nobody spoke against the pro-
posal, though some raised a con-
cern that the specific wording, 
which lacked the exact streets to be 
paved or a schedule, might prove 
too vague to convince some voters.

“You need to tell me what I’m 
buying,” Board President Sharon 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Mount Tabor woman is facing a 
trial in the December 2016 shooting 
death of her husband, after Judge 
David Fenster rejected a request by 
the woman to dismiss the murder 
charge based on information pro-
vided by a forensics expert she had 
hired.

Since February 2017 when she 
pleaded not guilty to second-de-
gree murder, Peggy Lee Shores, 

54, of Mount Tabor, has been held 
in prison and awaited trial in the 
shooting death of her husband, 
David Shores, 54, in their home.

Shores’ case has been unusual in 
at least one respect: A large number 
of her family members — many of 
them members of David Shores’ 
family — attend every hearing. Sev-
eral of those relatives have offered 
to let Peggy stay with them while the 
charges are pending.

The state has not provided a 

motive for Peggy Shores to have 
allegedly killed her husband but 
even as recently as Monday has 
repeated their theory of the inci-
dent. Investigators believe that 
Peggy and David Shores were alone 
in their home on the day of David’s 
death and because prosecutors do 
not believe that David Shores shot 
himself, they believe Peggy must be 
responsible.

Attorney Steven Howard, who 
represents Peggy Shores, has 

presented the defense theory that 
David Shores stumbled and acciden-
tally shot himself.

On Monday, Christopher Robin-
son, a forensics consultant hired by 
Ms. Shores, Vermont Chief Medical 
Examiner Steven Shapiro and Harry 
Jeppe, the firearms examiner for 
the Vermont Forensics Laboratory, 
gave testimony, arguing why Fenster 
should support their theories.

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Lt. 
Gov. David Zuckerman 
announced Monday he is 
running for governor.

Zuckerman, D/P-Chit-
tenden, said issues that 
he would campaign on 
include: raising the min-
imum wage, combatting 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  a n d 
affordable access to health 
care, housing and higher 
education.

Zuckerman joins Rebecca 
Holcombe, former edu-
ca t ion  secre tar y,  who 
announced a run for gover-
nor in July.

Incumbent Gov. Phil 
Scott, a Republican, has 
yet to announce whether 
he would run for a third 
term, but has already sent 
a letter to campaign con-
tributors, and according to 
Zuckerman, has appointed 
a campaign manager.

Z u c k e r m a n ’ s 

announcement also was 
preceded by Senate Pro 
Te m p o r e  T i m  A s h e , 
D/P-Chittenden, who last 
week said he would run 
for lieutenant governor if 
Zuckerman chose to run 
for governor.

Others who have also 
said they would run for 
lieutenant governor include 
Molly Gray, an assistant 
a t t o rney  genera l  and 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

When it comes to setting 
rules for farming in wetland 
areas, state agencies have to 
cooperate better, accord-
ing to a legislative report 
released Monday.

The Legislative Study 
Committee on Wetlands 
was formed last year by 
Act 64 and met over the 
summer, taking testimony 
from those involved with 
the regulation of Vermont’s 
wetlands, including staff 
from the Agency of Natural 
Resources, and the Agency 
of Agriculture, Food and 
Markets.

“The Study Committee 
strongly believes that wet-
lands should be protected 
and activities in wetlands 
should be regulated,” 
reads the report. “However, 
existing allowed uses in 
wetlands, including farm-
ing, should continue to be 
allowed, subject to regula-
tion by appropriate State 
agencies, and there could 
be greater clarity as to how 
to conduct such activities.”

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s 
formed in order to make 
recommendations to the 
Legislature that would clar-
ify the roles of ANR and 
AAFM in regulating farm-
ing operations on wetlands.

“The Study Committee 
voted to recommend that 
no legislative action be 
taken at this time to amend 
the wetlands statutes,” 
reads the report. Instead 
it recommends that AAFM 
continue to work on rules 
under Vermont’s “Required 
Agricultural Practices,” and 
that the ANR’s “Wetlands 
Stakeholder Group” involve 
more farmers.

Sen. Robert Starr, D-Es-
sex-Orleans,  chairman 
of the Legislative Study 
Committee on Wetlands, 
said Monday that the issue 
started a few years ago when 
ANR began proposing rules 
for farming in certain wet-
lands, something that nor-
mally fell under the AAFM 
purview.

“The ANR went  and 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Raindrops coat the brush and trees along Field Days Road in New Haven Saturday afternoon as the sun comes out following a heavy 
rainstorm overnight.

AFTER THE STORM

CITY PAVING PLAN

JOSH KUCKENS / STAFF PHOTO

Lt. Gov. David Zuckerman addresses the media gathered at a Capital Plaza Hotel event to 
announce his candidacy for governor on Monday in Montpelier.

2016 SHOOTING DEATH

See Bond, page  A5

See Charge, page  A5

See Zuckerman, page  A5

VT. WETLAND RULES

See Process, page  A5


