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“I understand why 

the city probably 

didn’t do a lot of 

maintenance there. 

They didn’t have a 

lot of taxpayers out 

there at the time.”

Rutland Town Road Commis-
sioner Byron Hathaway tells the 
Rutland City Board of Aldermen 
about the condition of Campbell 

Road and some of its history. 
— A3

Wild card
A State Department Foreign 

Service officer tells House 

impeachment investigators 

that former national security 

adviser John Bolton cau-

tioned him about Rudy Gi-

uliani, saying his involvement 

with Ukraine could complicate 

U.S. goals there.  A6

Western wildfire
Firefighters throughout 

California continue to battle 

wildfires as hurricane-force 

winds rake the state.  A10

Friday
MATTHEW AMES

Also known as “Hillbilly Sound 

Machine,” Matthew Ames employs 

some tech in his acoustic show 

that goes WAY beyond acoustic 

guitar as he performs pop, rock 

and today’s hits. 9:30 p.m.-

1:30 a.m. Hide-A-Way Tavern, 42 

Center St., Rutland, booking@

hideawaytavernvt.com.

Vt. mirrors nation in scores

VSP objected to 
video viewing

Dunklee Dam demolished

Collamore: Delay stormwater rules

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The decline 
continues.

According to the federal Agency 
of Education, Vermont is among 
most states that saw little to no 
improvement on math and read-
ing scores. But overall, Vermont 
fares well when compared to other 
states in fourth- and eighth-grade 
education.

Ted Fisher, director of communi-
cations and legislative affairs at the 
Agency of Education, said the state-
wide average in the federal agency’s 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress can’t be broken down on 
a district-by-district basis, but the 
results still put Vermont students 
above the national average for 
reading in fourth and eighth grade 
and mathematics in eighth grade.

“This is obviously a trend,” Fisher 

said. “Across the board, we’ve seen 
scores go down. ... (This test) is a 
barometer.”

Fisher said the findings of the 
report, released Wednesday, cannot 
be tied to any particular influences, 
but that it represents a need to 
continue reevaluating the educa-
tional systems in place in order to 
draw up a blueprint for the future 
of Vermont’s educational systems. 
He said recommendations will be 

made to districts after the recent 
findings have been thoroughly 
analyzed.

“While the NAEP results are a 
useful barometer — they help us 
understand what’s happening — 
we shouldn’t use the data to leap 
to conclusions about why we see the 
trends that we do,” Wendy Geller, 
director of the Data Management 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
police chief says two officers 
involved in a fatal August 
shooting were allowed to 
view cruiser footage of 
the incident despite being 
asked not to do so by Ver-
mont State Police.

Chief Anthony Facos said 
the officers were back on 
the job a week and a half 
after the Aug. 9 event.

The comments came at 
a news conference held at 
City Hall on Wednesday 
led by Washington County 
S ta te ’s  A t torney  Ror y 
Thibault.

Thibault  announced 
Tuesday his office would not 
file charges against Mont-
pelier Police Cpl. Chad 
Bean, who shot and killed 
Mark Johnson. The state 
attorney general’s office 
said Wednesday morning it 
would not charge the offi-
cer either.

According to police, 
Johnson was shot twice 
in the torso with a patrol 
rifle on Spring Street after 
failing to respond to police 
commands to drop a pistol 
he pointed at the officers. 
The gun was found to be a 
pellet gun.

Officers immediately 
adminis tered f i r s t  a id 
before Johnson was trans-
ported to Central Vermont 
Medical Center in Berlin, 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

Johnson’s body was taken 
to the Chief Medical Exam-
iner in Burlington for an 
autopsy. His death was ruled 
a homicide.

Both Thibault and the 
attorney general’s office 
said Bean’s actions were 
justified given the circum-
stances. Thibault read a 
detailed recounting of the 
incident at Wednesday news 
conference, including how 
dashcam footage showed 
Johnson appear ing to 
point a gun at the officers 
before he was shot. He said 
Bean shot Johnson once 
in the torso, but Johnson 
remained standing and still 
pointing the gun, so he was 
shot again. Montpelier Offi-
cer Christopher Quesnel 
was also on the scene at 
the time and the entire 
encounter lasted less than 
30 minutes.

But Thibault and the 
attorney general’s office 
weren’t using all the same 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Dunklee Pond Dam 
came down Wednesday.

A crew from Markowski 
Construction began disassem-
bling the troubled structure 
ahead of expected rain that 
would have further imperiled 
it. William Lovett, Rutland 
City’s emergency manage-
ment director, said the city 
would complete restoration 

work around the pond next 
year.

“It’s the culmination of 
the damage that was done 
in 2014,” Lovett said. “Irene 
was the beginning of the end 
with this. It filled it with so 
much sediment, every win-
ter it froze to the bottom. In 
2017, it flowed over the top 
repeatedly.”

Lovett said pulling out 
the stones one at a time and 

allowing water flow to adjust 
as each is removed avoids the 
sudden, massive shift of sedi-
ment that would happen in a 
sudden, catastrophic collapse.

The dam, across Route 7 
from Rotary Park, was built 
in the 1880s to create a pond 
for an ice-harvesting business. 
Lovett said the records of the 
business date back to 1910.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Rutland County’s senior 
senator wants to delay the 
implementation of new 
stormwater regulations.

Sen. Brian Collamore, a 
Republican, said that new 
rules slated to take effect 
under Act 64 should be 
pushed back until their 

costs and funding sources 
for properties affected by 
them are better under-
stood. The regulations 
are part of a multi-faceted 
effort to reduce runoff and 
the resulting phosphorus 
contamination down to 
the levels required by the 
federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

The new rules — referred 
to as a “general permit” — 
require any property with at 
least 3 acres of impervious 
surface to either undertake 
projects to reduce runoff 
or pay one-time impact 
fees of $25,000 per acre 
— $50,000 per acre within 
certain watersheds, such as 
Moon Brook in Rutland. 

Funding for the required 
projects is expected to be 
available, but no one seems 
to know how or how much, 
and several local organiza-
tions are figuring out what 
they would have to spend to 
comply.

Padraic Monks, stormwa-
ter program manager for 
the Vermont Department 

of Environmental Conser-
vation, said the department 
is taking comments on the 
draft rules through Nov. 
8, after which they will be 
sent — along with any revi-
sions — to the Agency of 
Natural Resources’ lawyers 
for review ahead of final 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Archaeologists Chris Brouilette, left, and Desiree Dunn of the Northeast Archaeology Research Center of Farmington, Maine, inventory pieces of 
native pottery and stone tools found on a dig site at the confluence of the Leicester River and Otter Creek along Old Jerusalem Road in Leicester 
on Monday. They are doing a survey required by the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) that provides for the preservation of historic 
resources. There is a culvert planned for the spot and the archaeologists are doing a study for the state Agency of Transportation.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A group of ghosts graces the front yard of Eileen Shannon and Brad Kelley at 19 Mea-
cham St. in Wallingford on Wednesday morning. They are 1 of 10 houses that are 
competing in the Wallingford House Decorating Contest. Ballots will be available at the 
library from 5-8 p.m. on Halloween night for residents to vote for their favorite house.
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 �OCT. 30, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 4-4-1 and 5-6-1-6
Evening: 8-3-0 and 2-3-8-8
New York State
9-0-2 LS11 and 3-2-1-4 LS10
Megabucks: 3-8-10-21-28 
MB: 6

OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS

See Shooting, page  A5

See Scores, page  A5

See Dunklee, page  A5

See Stormwater, page  A5


