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“The green 

generation has risen 

up and they are 

saying they want this 

issue solved.”

Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass., 
joining a group of congres-
sional Democrats calling for 

a Green New Deal, a plan 
to eliminate the U.S. carbon 

footprint by 2030. — B8

Pea-sized pill
Scientists have developed a 

device the size and shape of 

a garden-variety sweet pea, 

that when swallowed, will 

deliver a dose of insulin from 

inside the stomach.  B4

Saturday
SPAGHETTI  SUPPER

For Destiny Dundon, a 3-year-old 

diagnosed with leukemia. Meal, raf-

fle and bake sale. $6, 4:30-7:30 p.m. 

Modern Woodman Of America, 133 Vt. 

Route 30, Wells, 287-4162.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

BENNINGTON — A man whose 
harassment of a African-American 
state representative caused her to 
drop out of the election last year 
was arraigned Thursday on charges 
of possessing large-capacity ammu-
nition magazines, a charge for 
which, if convicted, he could be 
sentenced to up to two years in jail.

Max B. Misch, 36, of Bennington, 
pleaded not guilty in Bennington 
criminal court on Thursday to two 

misdemeanor counts of 
possession of the devices. 
Each charge is punishable 
by up to one year in jail.

M i s c h  h a s  s p o k e n 
openly with the media 
about the campaign of 
harassment and intimida-
tion directed toward Kiah 
Morris, who had been a 
member of the Vermont 
House of Representatives, and 
described himself as a “troll.” He 
said it had been “fun” for him, but 

when asked if he wanted 
to comment on Thursday, 
Misch walked by without 
replying.

He was also ordered not 
to have contact with Kiah 
Morris, who had been a 
member of the Vermont 
House of Representatives, 
or her husband, James 
Lawton.

Misch was arrested by the Ver-
mont State Police and his prosecu-
tion is being handled by the office 

of Vermont Attorney General T.J. 
Donovan.

Assistant Attorney General Ultan 
Doyle asked Judge William Cohen 
to set a bail of $400, $200 for each 
charge, but Misch was released 
without bail.

Misch was ordered to allow the 
Vermont State Police to take posses-
sion of any firearms or dangerous 
weapons.

Attorney Susan McManus, who 

Man answers weapons charges
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Tom Robinson, of Poultney, tests the waters on Lake St. Catherine as he begins an afternoon of ice fishing.

Vt. unveils report on opioid crisis
By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — While prog-
ress has been made in the state’s 
fight against the opioid epidemic, 
officials are quick to point out it’s 
too soon to start talking about 
success.

Gov. Phil Scott held a news 
conference Thursday at the State 
House to release the 2019 report 

from the governor’s Opioid Coor-
dination Council. The report laid 
out policy and strategic recommen-
dations to strengthen the state’s 
approach to addressing the opioid 
crisis.

“Our continued attention to this 
issue is so important,” Scott said. 
“Because nearly every one of us has 
felt the impact of it. It’s touched 
every community and every family 

in Vermont in some way. And if you 
don’t think it has, you just don’t 
know it yet.”

He said while sometimes prog-
ress feels elusive, Director of Drug 
Prevention Jolinda LaClair often 
reminds him to remain optimistic. 
Because if there is a chance for 
someone to get treatment then 
there is hope, he said.

“This attitude is how we have to 

approach this crisis. As I’ve said 
before, success will be counted 
one life at a time. A young man 
in recovery going back to work. A 
mother seeing life in the eyes of a 
child once thought lost forever. A 
community free from fear of crime 
and violence. And one less child 
brought into this world affected by 

GONE FISHING

Layoffs begin 
as alumni 
seek solution

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — At their 
second meeting with alumni 
in the past month, Green 
Mountain College officials 
confirmed Thursday that 
the first round of layoffs has 
occurred, but they would be 
willing to work with anyone 
organizing efforts to save 
the college.

Officials took questions 
from those in attendance 
and alumni online. Though 
alumni seemed hopeful, 
Provost Tom Maus-Pugh 
and President Bob Allen 
said the climb to save GMC 
is daunting.

“There are major chal-
lenges ahead,” Allen said. 
“This year, we are projected 
to have an operating deficit 
of $5 million.”

Bob Will iams, owner 
of Williams Hardware in 
Poultney, asked about the 
likelihood of the USDA sell-
ing the college once it takes 
possession of the campus in 
June.

Allen said he didn’t know.
On March 7, there will be 

a meeting in Poultney with 
Ted Brady, deputy secre-
tary for the state Agency of 
Commerce and Community 
Development, Paul Bruhn 
of the Preservation Trust 
of Vermont, and several 
others who Allen said are 
interested in the future of 
Green Mountain College 
and Poultney.

When asked whether a 
group of supporters could 
come together to change 
the Board of Trustees’ deci-
sion to close the college, 
Allen said he wasn’t sure.

“We’re at $22.5 million,” 
Allen said. “That doesn’t 
necessari ly  have to be 
cleared … what we needed 
was operating revenue. The 
challenge is, can we bring 
in enough students start-
ing next fall to cover the 
operating expenses of the 
college?”

Allen said for that to 
happen, the school would 
have to immediately set to 
task, as faculty have spent 
the past two weeks figuring 

Potential accord reached
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PITTSFORD — The town 
has signed off on a tenta-
tive agreement between a 
developer and citizens who 
appealed a zoning per-
mit for what at one point 
was slated to be a Dollar 
General.

The Select Board voted 
4-0 with one abstention to 
approve a draft agreement 
between Pittsford BTS 

Retails LLC and a group 
of five Pittsford residents, 
each of whom appealed 
a July 2018 permit issued 
by the town Zoning Board 
of Adjustment to the state 
Environmental Court.

S e l e c t w o m a n  A l i c i a 
Malay abstained, as she is 
one of the five citizens who 
appealed the permit.

“ E s s e n t i a l l y,  D a v i d 
(Cooper) and the oppo-
nents have been working 

dil igently on trying to 
resolve this,” said Gary Kup-
ferer, town counsel. “They 
actually mediated it and 
they made some substantial 
progress.”

H e  s a i d  f e w  o f  t h e 
changes to the original 
permit are, in his opinion, 
substantial ones and recom-
mended the board approve 
it and allow minor changes 

SELF-DESCRIBED WHITE NATIONALIST

Misch

Talking Pictures
Mr. Pickle Man, of Rutland 
Town, describes his 
coming of age in Warwick, 
Rhode Island, dropping 
out of school at 15 and at 
the age of 17 joining the 
Army. See video at 

bit.ly/0208PickleMan

See Misch, page  A5

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Wild berries in East Montpelier are encased in ice Thursday after another round of 
freezing rain hit the region overnight.

ENCASED IN ICE

PITTSFORD RESIDENTS VS. DOLLAR GENERAL

GREEN MOUNTAIN COLLEGE

See Crisis, page  A5

See Store, page  A5 See GMC, page  A10


