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Robby Kelley, of Starksboro, 

a 29-year-old world-class 

skier, looking for a temporary 

career change, joined the 

Spartans at football camp 

Thursday in Castleton to be-

gin training for a nine-game 

football schedule set to begin 

Sept. 7.  B1

Green thumb
On-farm workshops 

are growing more than 

just healthy soil; they’re 

contributing to a growing 

knowledge base and skill 

set among growers at all 

scales.  C1

Literary giant
“From the first page, my 

view of literature was 

fundamentally altered. It 

was like [Toni] Morrison 

had broken down what I 

thought a novel could be 

and rebuilt it into something 

more magnificent than I 

dreamed possible.”  C7

Vermont ties
Two films featured at 

this year’s Middlebury 

New Filmmakers Festival 

later this month have 

connections to the Green 

Mountain State.  D1
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By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The Vermont Agency of Trans-
portation is planning to start a new 
transit program that will help res-
idents in recovery get where they 
need to go to keep them on the 
path away from addiction.

Ross MacDonald, public transit 
coordinator and the Go Vermont 
program manager for the agency, 
said the new program, which will 
first be introduced in Rutland and 

the Northeast Kingdom, will work 
in cooperation with recovery cen-
ters and transportation providers.

“The recovery centers, on behalf 
of their clients, would contact our 
provider, Marble Valley (Regional 
Transit Center,) and determine if 
any trip need is covered through 
current eligible programs, (like) 
Medicaid, E&D, the Elderly and 
Disabled program, regular transit 
routes. If not, the recovery center 
would then use their allocation, 

their budget, to pay for that trip,” 
MacDonald said.

The Federal Transit Administra-
tion has provided $160,000 to fund 
the program. The grant comes with 
a 50% match.

The program was discussed at 
the most recent meeting of Proj-
ect VISION by representatives of 
the state’s Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation, who asked if any-
one at the meeting knew of local 
employers who could help meet the 

$40,000 match that would be raised 
in Rutland.

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
employers to assist those in recov-
ery so, at the end of the day, they 
may have more options for their 
(human resources) departments,” 
MacDonald said.

MacDonald said as he worked 
on the program, he was told that 
employees who were in recovery 

AOT plan to assist recovery

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Unit leader Rachel Grantham, of Rutland, right, works on a decorative bird house with her daughter, Lorelei Ploof, 6, Thursday during the Girl 
Scouts Green Mountain Day Camp at Branbury State Park in Brandon. The camp hosted 90 girls from Vergennes to Rutland over the course of the 
week at the park.

Court OKs ending parent’s rights  
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

In a decision released last week, 
the Vermont Supreme Court 
upheld the termination of a moth-
er’s parental rights to a 6-year-old 
after finding the mother, who has 
pending federal drug charges, had 
“not played a constructive role” in 
the child’s life.

The decision does not name the 

mother or the child.
According to the decision, the 

mother has a pending charge in 
federal court for allegedly selling 
cocaine. In February, the mother 
reached an agreement under 
which she would plead guilty to the 
charge and the prosecutors would 
recommend she participate in fed-
eral drug court program in Boston 
that takes 12 months to complete.

The mother has lived in Boston 
since fall 2018. The decision said 
the mother and the child have not 
seen each other in person since the 
mother left Vermont.

If the mother is not successful in 
the federal drug court, she would 
be sentenced to serve at least five 
years in federal prison.

The mother’s parental rights 
were terminated after a family 

court hearing in March.
“(The family court) found that 

(the child) was strongly bonded to 
her foster parents and considered 
their home be her home and a safe 
place. (The child) struggled in 
school but was receiving beneficial 
services in the foster community,” 
the decision said.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Betsey Bianchi, left, of Killington, poses for a photo with her mother, Jennie Craig, on 
Thursday afternoon at The Gables in Rutland Town.
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Public to 
search state 
lead testing

By BOB KINZEL

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

MONTPELIER — The 
Scott administration has 
created a website to monitor 
the testing of lead levels in 
schools and child care centers. 
To date, five schools and 300 
child care centers have been 
tested — and roughly 10% of 
the tested child care centers 
had at least one water source 
that exceeded legal limits, 
while every tested school had 
at least one water source above 
what’s permitted.

This update on testing 
results so far was issued during 
a press conference this week 
in Montpelier.

Following a 2017-18 pilot 
program that tested for (and 
detected) lead in the water 
at 16 Vermont schools, state 
lawmakers passed a bill this 
session calling for every facil-
ity to be tested. The state has 
allocated $1 million to help 
schools replace faulty fixtures.

The state’s threshold for 
lead is 4 parts per billion, 
which means it is a stricter 
standard than the federal 

“action level” of 15 parts per 
billion.

“There’s no safe level of 
lead in the human body at 
any age,” said Vermont Health 
Commissioner Mark Levine. 
“Lead is a neurotoxin — expo-
sure to lead can slow down a 
child’s physical growth but it 
also can cause developmen-
tal, learning and behavioral 
problems.”

Officials said Wednesday 
that when a facility fails to 
meet the standard, it’s usu-
ally because a single water 
fountain or faucet fails, not 
the school’s or center’s entire 
water system. That makes 
remediation easier, as a single 
new fixture can be installed 
rather than a total replace-
ment of pipes.

The findings provided by 
state leaders Wednesday only 
represents a fraction of the 
locations around Vermont 
that will ultimately be tested 
for lead; according to a press 
release from the governor’s 
office, about 440 schools and 

Alzheimer’s advocates urge 
awareness with Sept. 7 walk

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Jenny Craig said she 
doesn’t remember when 
she was diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s Disease.

The 79-year-old resident 
of The Gables couldn’t even 
say much about what led 
her to get the diagnosis.

“When you have this, you 
don’t start noticing any-
thing,” she said. “You just 
start to fade. Other people 
notice it. It doesn’t hurt. 

You just fade.”
Craig’s short-term mem-

ory, at least, held together 
through an interview on 
the patio of the Gables 
on Thursday,  and she 
remains lucid enough to 
be active in advocacy for 
Alzheimer’s patients and 
their families. She and her 
daughter, Betsey Bianchi 
— who also serves as her 
caregiver — will be among 
the participants early next 
month in the Walk to End 

Alzheimer’s.
The walk is scheduled for 

Sept. 7, with registration 
opening at 9 a.m. in Main 
Street Park and the open-
ing ceremony beginning at 
10 a.m. Organizer Jeannie 
Stimpfel said there is no fee 
for joining the 1- or 2-mile 
walks.

“It’s a loop, so we don’t 
get lost,” Craig quipped.

D o n a t i o n s  a r e 
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