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In crosshairs
Hurricane Dorian bears 

down on U.S. mainland 

putting 10 million resi-

dents in harm’s way.  
                                 A4

Pushing back
The Trump administration 

is getting some pushback 

from US farmers over new 

regulations.  B4

View on guns
It is time — at least in 

some towns in Vermont 

with little crime — to 

consider whether police 

should carry guns.  C7

SculptFest 2019
Eleven artists present 

sculptural installations 

for this year’s SculptFest, 

opening Sept. 7 at the 

Carving Studio and Sculp-

ture Center.  D1
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By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

On Friday, members of the Rut-
land community mourned the loss 
of one of their favorite bicycling 
legislators: Hull Maynard, longtime 
legislator, business owner and fam-
ily man, passed away at 85 years old.

“He was one of the nicest, most 
genuine people,” said former 
senator Peg Flory, who took over 
Maynard’s seat in the Legislature. 
“Everyone knew who Hull was.”

Maynard was a Connecticut 
native and Middlebury College 

graduate, who many locals said 
was known for his gentle nature, 
love of tennis and passion for the 
outdoors.

If he wasn’t on foot, Maynard 
could be found on his bicycle, 
whether it was campaigning, riding 
in parades, or just cruising around 
town.

“He went everywhere on his 
bike,” Flory said. “He’d go door to 
door, town to town on his bike. He 
was no spring chicken, but he was 
always on his bike.”

“When he campaigned, he’d 

park outside of town and ride into 
town on his bike,” said Sen. Cheryl 
Hooker. “He was very athletic, very 
fit.”

Maynard lived in Shrewsbury 
and raised four children with his 
wife, Taffy, served in the Korean 
War, and started the Hull Maynard 
Hersey Insurance agency.

“He was a really good business-
man,” said longtime friend and 
fellow legislator Kevin Mullin. “He 
really wanted to do good things for 
the Rutland community. ... People 
thought that he would have a tough 

time running, but he won.”
Mullin said Maynard would joke 

about the handful of votes that won 
him his seat, and always had a won-
derful sense of humor.

In addition to family, Mullin said 
Maynard had strong passions for 
transportation and educational 
opportunities for Vermonters.

“He really felt that education was 
the real equalizer,” Mullin said. “He 
did everything he could to improve 
it.”

Vt. mourns Hull Maynard
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Josh Peterson, of Rutland, walks his dog, Boulder, a great Dane-pointer mix, down the sidewalk along Route 7 in Rutland City on Friday afternoon.

Witness: Man knifed over drug debt
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Poultney man is facing life in 
prison after police said he stabbed 
a local man twice July 23 in Rut-
land after a dispute that may have 
involved a drug debt and a woman 
who said she had been trading sex 
for crack cocaine, according to 
a detective with the Rutland City 
Police Department.

Javon E. Wright, 34, of Poultney, 
pleaded not guilty Thursday in 
Rutland criminal court to a felony 
count of attempted second-degree 
murder and a felony charge of 
aggravated assault with a weapon.

Wright, who is also known as “B,” 
“M,” “Hood” and “Ace,” is being 
held without bail at the Rutland 
jail.

In an almost 20-page affidavit, 
Detective Emilio Rosario, of the 
Rutland City Police Department, 
said police were initially told on July 
23 that a man had been stabbed on 
Baxter Street near West Street.

The alleged victim was being 
treated at Rutland Regional Medi-
cal Center when Rosario first spoke 
with him. Rosario said the man 
gave police a false story about the 
stabbing.

However, the man said he had 

been taken to the hospital by two 
women whom he said he didn’t 
know. Police were able to track 
down one of the women and 
learned the stabbing actually took 
place in her Pine Street home.

She was found with a second 
female, another witness to Wil-
liams’ stabbing, on State Street. 
Both women agreed to speak with 
police.

Through the preliminary inves-
tigation, police learned a third 
woman was also present at the Pine 
Street home.

When Rosario spoke to the 
alleged stabbing victim again on 

July 23, he said a man came into 
the Pine Street home with another 
man the victim said he didn’t know, 
whom police later identified as 
Wright. He said Wright stabbed 
him twice and then left.

The v ic t im told pol ice  he 
believed one of the men “set him 
up.”

Rosario said he ended the ques-
tioning because the victim was 
being taken by helicopter to the 
University of Vermont Medical 
Center in Burlington.

The other man told police he 
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Naomi Ross is leaving her position as a victim’ rights advocate with the Rutland County 
State’s Attorney’s office to go to work with Rutland City Schools.

CITY STROLL

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

WALLINGFORD — The 
switch from copper wire to 
fiber optic lines has made 
emergency phone service 
dependent on electricity. 
Federal rules require ser-
vice providers to supply 
customers with batteries 
that last several hours, 
but where power outages 
are sometimes multi-day 
events, that doesn’t solve 
the problem.

Cecile Betit said Friday 
that she’s had this issue 
several times in East Wall-
ingford where she lives. A 
snowstorm knocked out 
power at her house last 
winter, and while the bat-
tery she uses left her with 
emergency phone service 
for 12 hours, the outage 
lasted a few days.

She and Jonathan Gib-
son, of Shrewsbury, went 
to the Wallingford Select 
Board Monday and asked 
the board to make the 
town party to a series of 
workshops being run by 
the Department of Public 

Service (DPS) exploring 
how  t o  i m prove  “ s e r -
vice-provider backup power 
obligations.”

The DPS has conducted 
a couple of these workshops 
already, the last being on Aug 
20, and plans to hold two 
more, said attorney Michael 
E. Tousley, hearing officer 
for the workshop series.

Tousley said the Legisla-
ture passed a bill last ses-
sion instructing the Public 
Utility Commission to file a 
report in December recom-
mending “best practices for 
minimizing disruptions to 
E-911 services during power 
outages.”

He said the Legislature 
wants four areas of this to 
be explored: Educating 
consumers and communi-
ties about the issue, techni-
cal and financial assistance 
to people and towns, cost-ef-
fective and efficient ways to 
distribute information and 
help to people affected, and 
how to monitor provider 
compliance.

Longtime victim advocate 
moving on to local schools

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

After more than seven 
years of helping people 
who find themselves, often 
very unexpectedly, navi-
gating the criminal justice 
system, Naomi Ross, one of 
two victim advocates with 
the Rutland County State’s 
Attorney’s Office, has left 

to work for Rutland City 
Schools.

Ross, 31, said she has had 
a “really challenging but 
incredibly rewarding job.”

“I think this is such a priv-
ilege to walk through really 
difficult things with people. 
People don’t ask to be vic-
tims of crime. It is truly an 
honor to be with people 

when they’re in almost the 
most devastating thing of 
their life. Nobody asks to be 
in these situations. Nobody 
wants to be in these situa-
tions,” she said.

R o s s  a c k n o w l e d g e d 
that some people are in 
situations that make them 
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