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“I couldn’t believe 

how readily available 

pharmaceutical 

drugs were.”

New York social worker 
Justin Sangeorge, who became 

addicted to OxyContin when 
after a dental procedure, he 

received a prescription for the 
opioid painkiller. — B8

Starting young
Every year Killington Ele-

mentary School 4th-graders 

head for the sugar bush to 

learn first-hand how to har-

vest and boil down Vermont’s 

favorite sweetener.  A2

Sunday
STORY T IME

With John Churchman, featuring 

the new Sweet Pea & Friends book, 

“The Easter Surprise!” 11:30 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. Phoenix Books Rutland, 

2 Center St., Suite 1, Rutland, 

855-8078.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

State and local officials involved 
with the Special Olympics were 
concerned about possible cuts to 
the program’s federal funding, 
however, the Trump administration 
is backing off that proposal.

“I’ve overridden my people for 

funding the Special Olympics,” 
President Donald Trump told 
reporters at the White House on 
Thursday, according to The Asso-
ciated Press.

His administration’s education 
budget proposal would have cut 
$17.6 million from the Special 
Olympics — about 10 percent 

of the group’s funding, the AP 
reports.

Missy Siner Shea, president and 
CEO of Special Olympics Vermont, 
said in an interview Thursday, 
before Trump’s announcement, 
that the federal cuts would have 
affected the Unified Champion 
Schools program, which pairs 

athletes with and without intel-
lectual disabilities. For Special 
Olympics Vermont, that’s a matter 
of $120,000 — about 10 percent of 
the organization’s funding.

“We have been receiving some 
calls from athletes and their 

Special Olympics cuts nixed

Family seeks return of remains 
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Harry Rehm’s family hopes to 
finally bring him home.

Rehm grew up outside White-
hall, New York, and married Sophie 
Dziubek of the West Rutland Dzi-
ubeks before he was shot down in 
the Korean War. His nieces and 
nephews are campaigning to get 
the government to attempt to iden-
tify his remains so they can finally 

bury them next to his widow, who 
died in 1969 and rests beneath 
a two-headed gravestone with a 
half left blank for her missing 
husband.

“She’s still there waiting for 
him,” nephew Stanley Dziubek, 
of West Rutland, said Thursday.

Dz iubek  sa id  he  does  not 
remember his uncle.

“I probably met him between 2 
and 3 years old,” he said. “I was 

a little too young for anything to 
stay.”

Dziubek said he grew up know-
ing his Aunt Sophie, but there 
were no family stories about his late 
Uncle Harry.

“It wasn’t a very talked-about 
thing,” he said. “Even when I got 
older, they didn’t talk about it. I 
guess it hurt too much.”

Dziubek said he does know that 
Rehm served in World War II and 

then was drafted back into the ser-
vice during the Korean War.

“They called him back to train 
bombardiers in Korea,” he said. 
“That’s what he was doing when he 
was shot down — training a new bom-
bardier, extra man on the plane.”

The B-29 bomber Rehms was on 
was shot down Dec. 30, 1952. He 
was declared missing in action the 

VSP officer 
is reassigned

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

RUTLAND — A Vermont 
State Police station com-
mander in Rutland, who 
was placed on temporary 
paid leave last October, has 
been permanently removed 
from his post, demoted and 
given a new job.

Former Lt. Michael “Stu” 
Studin, who oversaw the 
Rutland County barracks 
for two years, was lowered 
to detective sergeant and is 
now assigned to the detec-
tive bureau for the Royal-
ton barracks, State Police 
spokesman Adam Silver-
man confirmed Thursday.

The changes were effec-
tive last week but were 
never announced publicly 
by State Police.

Lt. Jeff Danoski, who was 
the station commander at 
the New Haven barracks, 
has been Studin’s replace-
ment in Rutland for five 
months while he was on 
paid leave. Sgt. Matt Daley 
f r o m  t h e  N e w  H a v e n 
barracks has filled in for 
Danoski in Addison County.

Silverman said he expects 
the department will fill 
those two posts in the com-
ing days.

Studin, who lives in Ches-
ter, has declined comment 
throughout the case. Efforts 
to reach him by phone and 
text messages were unsuc-
cessful Thursday.

He found himself placed 
on paid leave Oct. 29, 2018, 
as part of an Internal Affairs 
Office investigation into an 
incident reported in Ben-
nington County the day 
before, officials said.

A n  o f f - d u t y  r o o k i e 
trooper from the Rutland 
barracks was discovered 
passed out at the wheel 
of his private car behind 
Cumberland Farms on 
Northside Drive in Ben-
nington about 6:30 a.m. 
Oct. 28, 2018, officials said.

State police also placed 
Troopers Thomas Stange 
and Benjamin Irwin, both 
assigned to the Shaftsbury 
barracks, on paid leave 
Oct .  29.  They were at 

‘The last best year’

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Significant changes are coming to the 
state and federal incentive programs 
designed to spur solar development, 
and according to some, 2019 may be the 
“last best year” to start a net metering 
project.

That’s according to Phil Allen, owner 
of Same Sun of Vermont in Rutland 
City. That’s not to say solar net-meter-
ing projects will cease to be attractive, 
he said.

Allen recently pitched to Rutland 
Town a proposal to build a 150-kw to 
500-kw array that would take advantage 
of the state’s net-metering program.

“We don’t want people to think that if 
they don’t go solar this year, they’ve just 
missed out,” he said. “It would also be bad 
for people, because solar companies in the 
state of Vermont are going to be so busy 
this year that a lot of people who want to 
go solar this year aren’t going to be able 

PROVIDED PHOTO

Harry and Sophie Rehm married Dec. 29, 1951, in St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in West Rutland. He was shot down over North Korea and declared MIA 
a year later, Dec. 30, 1952.

SOLAR ENERGY

Incentives for net metering diminish

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

A 12-panel photovoltaic solar array is seen on a residential property in Rutland on Monday.
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