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“What I say to the 

companies is if you 

think the cost of 

your drug will scare 

people from buying 

your drugs, then 

lower your prices.”

Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar comment-
ing on Trump administration’s 

new regulation requiring 
drug manufacturers to dis-

close prescription drug prices 
more than $35 per month to 

consumers. — B8

Traffic jam
A 20-year-old Hudson, New 

York, man was stopped while 

driving in the early morning 

hours without head or tail 

lights and charged with traf-

ficking fentanyl.  A3

Dinoman’s show
The traveling dinosaurs are 

on their way to Brandon Town 

Hall for a Sunday afternoon 

family show May 19 from 

4-5 p.m.  A7

Friday
TINMOUTH CONCERT

Va-et-Vient (“Come and Go”) sings 

Quebecois Songs. 10, 7:30-9 p.m. 

Tinmouth Old Firehouse, 7 Mountain 

View Road, Tinmouth, 446-3953.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

HUBBARDTON — Hub-
bardton Volunteer Fire 
Chief Don Brown said a 
mobile home with additions 
burned to the ground Tues-
day night into Wednesday 
morning.

Half of the house at 110 
Stony Drive was involved 
when the Hubbardton Vol-
unteer Fire Department got 
there 15 minutes after the 
call came in, Brown said.

“You could see it from 
the main road before you 
got to the house,” Brown 

said Wednesday.
Brown said the Hub-

bardton Volunteer Fire 
Department got the call 
from the homeowners at 
9:46 p.m., and got to the 
fire at 10:08 p.m.

“The location was very 
hard to get to,” Brown said. 
“It’s a long, steep road and 
very muddy.”

A s  t h e r e  w a s  n o 
access to water via fire 
hydrants, Brown said the 
department had to haul 
tankers  of  water  onto 
the scene,  where they 
were assisted by the Fair 

Haven and Castleton fire 
departments.

West Rutland covered the 
Hubbardton fire station, 
while Poultney stood in for 
Castleton as the fire was 
knocked down, Brown said.

Although the fire is not 
suspicious, Brown said, 
firefighters still don’t know 
exactly what caused it. He 
said the fire appears to have 
started in the kitchen.

Alpha Stone, who lives 
less than 200 feet from the 
property, said his mother 

Home lost in Hubbardton fire

Avengers in court for mock trial
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A tree was on the witness stand 
at Rutland civil court, and a talking 
raccoon was translating for him.

It was the annual Law Day mock 
trial, in which members of the Rut-
land County Bar Association use 
fictional characters to teach local 
school children about the law. In 

recent years, the mock trials have 
been based around recent popu-
lar movies. The Wednesday event, 
which consisted of morning and 
afternoon sessions for different 
groups of students, drew its char-
acters from Marvel’s “Avengers” 
franchise.

The plaintiff was archvillain Tha-
nos, portrayed by Thomas Bixby 

clad in a full-length, movie-accurate 
costume. He was suing Shuri, the 
scientist younger sister of the Black 
Panther, portrayed by Phyllisa Jones 
Prescott, for damaging his infinity 
gauntlet, a MacGuffin the movie 
version of Thanos assembled in an 
effort to wipe out half of all life in 
the universe.

“This is not quite Earth 616 and 

closer to Earth 617, which is not a 
real thing,” Judge David Barra told 
the audience, explaining the liber-
ties the mock trial would take with 
the plot of “Avengers: Infinity War.”

As whimsical as the premise is, 
the cases are argued using (more 
or less) real-world legal procedures 

CU to expand 
nurse program

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — What 
began as a potential teach-
out partnership quickly 
evolved into a second loca-
tion for Castleton Universi-
ty’s nursing program.

With the impending clo-
sure of Southern Vermont 
College, Castleton is creat-
ing a satellite campus for its 
nursing program to partner 
with Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center in Vermont 
Mill Properties, formerly 
the home of SVC’s nursing 
program.

“When SVC announced 
they were closing, I reached 
out to them,” said Dr. 
Angela Smith, chairwoman, 
program director and assis-
tant professor in Castleton’s 
nursing program. “SVMC 
said they wanted to meet 
with us and talk about a 
partnership.”

Smith said the hospital 
wanted a four-year nursing 
program in Bennington, 
especially now with the 
coming closure of SVC.

Two floors of the Ver-
m ont  Mi l l  P roper t i e s 
building, formerly the 

Leonard Holden Mill, were 
converted into classrooms, 
labs  and lounge areas 
for the nursing program, 
which partnered with SVC 
to provide affordable tui-
tion and employment after 
graduation.

“We’ll have 25 southern 
Vermont students, recruit-
ing a small cohort, and real-
istically 30 students starting 
down there this fall,” said 
Maurice Ouimet, dean 
of enrollment. “There’s a 
need to bring nurses to that 
region.”

Ouimet said students can 
enroll in the four-year bach-
elor of science program 
or the registered nurse to 
bachelor of science in nurs-
ing program, which helps 
working nurses with an 
associate’s degree achieve 
their bachelor’s degree. 
Kevin Dailey, vice president 
of administration and chief 
human resources officer 
at SVMC, said those who 
work at SVMC will receive 
assistance from the hospital 
in paying off their college 
loans.

Teens died before car fire
By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — Five 
Central Vermont teens 
killed in a fiery two-vehicle 
crash on Interstate 89 in 
Williston 2½ years ago died 
from blunt force trauma, 
the state’s deputy chief 
medical examiner told a 
Vermont Superior Court 
jury Wednesday.

El i  Brookens,  16,  of 

Waterbury; Janie Chase 
Cozzi, 15, of Fayston; Liam 
Hale, 16, of Fayston; Mary 
Harris, 16, of Moretown; 
and Cyrus Zschau, 16, of 
Moretown are believed to 
have died almost instantly in 
the crash about 11:55 p.m. 
Oct. 8, 2016.

Dr. Elizabeth Bundock 
offered the testimony on Day 
3 of the criminal trial of Steven 
D. Bourgoin, 38, of Williston.

Bourgoin has pleaded 
not guilty to five counts of 
second-degree murder for 
showing wanton disregard 
toward the teens by speed-
ing and driving the wrong 
way on I-89. He also had 
drugs in his system, records 
show.

The doctor  sa id she 
ruled the deaths homicides. 
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A pair of sheep emerge from their shelter in Benson on Wednesday morning.

GREETING THE DAY
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Alpha Stone pauses while making repairs to his chicken 
coop, which was damaged by a house fire that was still 
smoldering Wednesday afternoon in Hubbardton.See Fire, page  A5

SVC CLOSURE PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY

LAW DAY TRADITION
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Shuri, left, played by Phyllisa Jones Prescott, and Thanos, played by Thomas Bixby, appear in court during the Law Day 2019 Mock Trial at the Rutland 
County courthouse Wednesday afternoon.

WITNESS TESTIMONY:

See Testimony, page  A5

See Law Day, page  A5

See Nursing, page  A5


