
“It was my own 

weakness and a blind 

loyalty to this man 

that led me to choose 

a path of darkness 

over light.”

Michael Cohen, former 
lawyer for President Donald 
Trump, who was sentenced 
Wednesday to three years in 

prison for crimes that included 
arranging the payment of hush 
money during the presidential 

campaign. — A10

Hangin’ tough
Proctor girls defeat defending 

D-IV champs MSJ in Wednes-

day’s basketball action.  B1

Switching gears
Fly-over missions to look for 

marijuana crops in Vermont 

are ended, as police put 

focus on opioids.  A2
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Thursdays
JAZZ NIGHTS

Tucked away in the woods, the 

Red Clover Inn has been hosting 

jazz music played by Glendon 

Ingalls and the Red Clover Jazz 

Trio for years. 6-9 pm. Reserva-

tions recommended. Red Clover Inn, 

Woodward Rd,

CSJ may lose accreditation

Killington mulls new rental rules

Town sues Masons in local 
property dispute in Castleton

Budget proposal 
adds police officer

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Last week, officials at the College 
of St. Joseph learned the college 
could lose its accreditation as 
early as August, but Jennifer Scott, 
president of the college, said they 
haven’t given up.

“Me and my team are unde-
terred,” Scott said on Wednesday. 
“We are pursuing every available 

option to us. We’ve just accelerated 
our timeline.”

The school’s accreditation was 
placed on probation in August by 
the New England Commission of 
Higher Education. Scott said CSJ 
officials believed at the time they 
would have two years to improve 
their finances.

On Friday, CSJ received written 
notification that it has until April 

1 to produce “material and sub-
stantial new evidence” of its ability 
to achieve compliance with the 
standard for a college’s financial 
resources as established by NECHE.

According to Scott, the biggest 
concern from NECHE is the size 
of CSJ’s endowment. In late April, 
then-president Larry Jensen said 
$500,000 remained of what had 
been a $5 million endowment. 

Most of the money was spent cov-
ering operating losses and during 
the attempted launch of a degree 
program that was expected to bring 
in new students.

If CSJ doesn’t provide satisfactory 
evidence, NECHE will move to 
withdraw accreditation by Aug. 31.

Scott said staff at CSJ was still 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — The town is 
researching a possible rental prop-
erty registration program aimed at 
handling rentals that go through 
sites like Airbnb.

The Select Board talked about 
the program at its Dec. 3 meeting, 
directing Town Manager Chet 
Hagenbarth to further research 
the proposal.

Hagenbarth said Wednesday the 

town has had some issues with peo-
ple renting out residential proper-
ties to scores of people, advertising 
the rentals on websites and apps 
like Airbnb and Vacation Rentals 
By Owner (VRBO).

According to Hagenbarth, the 
town’s zoning bylaws limit residen-
tial occupancy to two people per 
bedroom. Some properties are 
being listed on rental sites adver-
tising that they can hold far more 
than the two-person-per-bedroom 

limit.
Hagenbarth said the town has 

had zoning-related issues with these 
properties. At least one involved an 
overloaded septic system.

Hagenbarth said it’s not clear 
yet what form the new program 
will take, be it an ordinance or a 
registration program.

“It will be specific to the issue 
we’re dealing with,” he said.

At the Dec. 3 meeting, Hagen-
barth told the board he’s run the 

proposal by the town’s attorney, 
Kevin Brown, who said the town 
has the authority to create such a 
program but would need to adjust 
some of the draft language.

Hagenbarth said Wednesday that 
he’s in the process of getting more 
information by looking at what 
other towns have done since the 
issue has come up in other places.

Selectwoman Patty McGrath 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — The 
town is in the midst of 
a legal dispute with the 
Lee Lodge #30 Free and 
Accepted Masons over the 
ownership of a stretch of 
land that could prevent the 
town from selling the “old 
fire station.”

On Oct. 25, a complaint 
and a summons was filed 

on behalf  of  the town 
regarding the  unused 
building located at 39 Elm 
St. in Castleton, which was 
deeded to the town on Sept. 
12, 1947, according to the 
documents.

“In 1985 or 1986,” Cas-
tleton asked the Lee Lodge 
if they would be willing 
to “convey a strip of land 
approximately four feet in 
width” that runs the length 

of the boundary line of the 
property to them, and the 
hand-off was allegedly cer-
tified in a deed dated Oct. 
8, 1986, and recorded on 
Oct. 20, 1986, documents 
showed.

The town hired Courcelle 
Surveying Company to 
survey the lands at 39 Elm 
St., the “old fire station,” 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

This year’s biggest budget 
increase comes from the 
police department, which 
aims to hire another officer.

The Select Board on 
Tuesday nearly finalized 
the town’s budget that will 
go before voters in March. 
All that remained for the 
board to do was finalize the 
general budget, which is 
awaiting figures on Social 
Security and insurance 
costs. Without those fac-
tored in, the town is looking 
to spend 1.66 percent more 
than it did last year for a 
total budget of $2,680,164.

The $431,616 police 
budget the board approved 
marks an increase of 15.75 
percent over last year. It 
calls for the hiring of a 
new officer and associated 
equipment costs. The bud-
get as it was initially pro-
posed by the police com-
mittee was for $440,221, an 
increase of 18.06 percent. 
After some debate, the 
board opted to reduce the 
number of hours for a part-
time officer. The budget 
passed 4-0. Board member 
Joe Denardo was absent.

Police Chief Ed Dumas 
said the second officer 

is needed because when 
someone has a day off, all 
calls to the department go 
to the State Police, who 
only respond if there’s an 
immediate emergency, 
leaving eight or nine calls 
for town police to follow-up 
with. Dumas said some of 
these cases, such as fraud, 
are more time consuming 
to investigate than others.

The department cur-
rently consists of Dumas; 
Captain Ted Washburn 
— who under this budget 
would be promoted to dep-
uty chief; Officer Jim Gam-
ble; School Resource Offi-
cer John Sly; and Lynette 
Gallipo, administrative 
assistant. According to the 
town’s website, board mem-
ber John Paul Faignant is 
second constable.

Dumas said Washburn 
has taken on a number 
of responsibilities in the 
department, including writ-
ing grants.

“We had discussed going 
to one full-time officer 
rather than having a full-
time officer and a part-
time officer; an 18-percent 
increase in the budget is 
unacceptable in my world,” 
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Firefighters from the Rutland City Fire Department strike a warrior pose during a yoga session at the station Tuesday night. For two months now, 
the crew has been doing weekly sessions with instructor Anna White, front. Chief Jim Larsen, not pictured, said body movement exercises help 
reduce the risk of injury in the line of duty.
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Amy Clapp, left, stands with her children Celia and Theo Fallis during the annual Tree 
of Remembrance lighting ceremony outside the Castleton Free Library Wednesday 
night. The jovial crowd of over two dozen sang carols, read stories and enjoyed a 
visit from Santa.
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See CSJ, page  A5
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