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“We have a lot 

more faith that this 

government has very 

little time left.”

Anti-Maduro activist Sobeia 
Gonzalez, 63, in a protest rally 

on the streets of Caracas, 
Venezuela. — A10

Chief accused
Northfield Police Chief John 

Helfant faces accusation that 

he was untruthful in an affi-

davit of probable cause and 

a search warrant application 

during his time as member of 

the Berlin Police Department.  
  A2

$54M budget
Rutland City Public School 

District looks at a proposed 

spending plan to place be-

fore voters at town meeting 

in March.  A3

Making it legal
Vt. Senate grapples with 

issue of how to determine 

driver impairment under the 

influence of marijuana, as 

required by Gov. Phil Scott 

as part of a tax-and-regulate 

bill.  A3

Peace at hand?
Trump administration says 

talks progressing between 

U.S. envoy and the Taliban to 

prepare the way to with-

draw American troops from 

Afghanistan.  A9

Saturday
BOOK TALK

Join scientist and author Cardy 

Raper for a talk on her new book, 

“Love, Sex & Mushrooms.” 2-3 p.m. 

Phoenix Books Rutland, 2 Center St., 

Suite 1, Rutland, 855-8078.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — Though Green 
Mountain College will not reopen 
this fall, GMC President Bob Allen 
said faculty and staff members are 
being taken care of.

The school administration 
was unable to secure a merger 

agreement with another college, 
but students will have options.

Allen said the college is working 
with nine schools to secure matric-
ulation agreements: Castleton 
University, Chatham University, 
Prescott College, Alaska Pacific 
University, College of the Atlantic, 
Unity College, Sterling College, 

Paul Smith’s College and Marlboro 
College.

Though Green Mountain Col-
lege has a requirement that stu-
dents need to be on campus for 
the last 30 credits of their degree 
in order to graduate, every insti-
tution GMC is working with has 
relaxed requirements to help GMC 

students, Allen said.
“We had a couple withdraw today, 

that’s no surprise,” Allen said. “Our 
students will be fine.”

As students left the Jan. 23 meet-
ing in Ackley Auditorium at which 
the closure was announced, they 

Students ponder next move

Food and the next shutdown
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

While the partial gov-
ernment shutdown ended 
Friday, those who rely on 
federal funds for housing 
and meals aren’t necessarily 
breathing easy.

Sandri Shaw, a single 
mother and lifelong res-
ident of  Rutland, said 
Wednesday that the possibil-
ity of losing the 3SquaresVT 
and Reach Up benefits she 
relies on to house and feed 
herself and young son has 
always been in the back of 
her mind, but the partial 
shutdown brought that 
anxiety to the forefront.

On Dec. 22, many parts 
of the federal government 
shut down after President 
Donald Trump refused to 
sign a spending bill because 
it didn’t contain $5.7 billion 
for a wall along the south-
ern border between the 
United States and Mexico. 

On Friday, Trump signed 
an agreement that will keep 
the government running 
until at least Feb. 15.

Shaw said that to qualify 
for 3SquaresVT benefits, 
she needs to do 20 hours 

per week of community ser-
vice. Since September she’s 
been putting in hours at 
BROC Community Action 
on Union Street where she 
works in the food pantry 
and helps people compose 

résumés.
She said she lives in a 

subsidized housing unit 
that would normally cost 
$856 per month, but she’s 
responsible for $150. Up 
until four years ago, she’d 

worked at a nursing home 
helping dementia patients 
with daily needs. The birth 
of her son was a difficult 
one that required her to 
stay in the hospital for sev-
eral weeks, she said. She 
wasn’t able to go back to 
work afterward. Two years 
ago, she found a job at a 
local sandwich shop, but 
her health issues prevented 
her from holding that 
position.

“I have really bad anxi-
ety. ... I’m getting better by 
being here where I work 
with lots of people, and it 
raises my spirits up,” she 
said. “When I signed up for 
Reach Up, I needed a lot of 
mental support, psychiat-
ric support. I’ve just had a 
long, rough road.”

She said she wants to 
get into the nursing field, 
but she lacks a high school 

Project eyeballs 
city PR efforts

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

However they do it, orga-
nizers of the regional mar-
keting campaign plan to do 
a lot of talking to the public 
in year three of the effort.

“One of the real import-
ant things that came out of 
our conversation ... is public 
relations, or PR, has to be a 
part of this,” Mary Cohen, 
executive director of the 
Rutland Region Chamber 
of Commerce, said Wednes-
day during a meeting with 
the city’s Marketing Com-
mittee. “Going forward, 
that has to be on our plate.”

C o h e n  s a i d  r e c e n t 
announcements  about 
positive changes in the 

real estate market and 
crime rate were examples 
of what the group wanted 
to do more of. Alderman 
Chris Ettori, the committee 
chairman, said he thought 
the Marketing Committee 
could help figure out “more 
strategic ways” of putting 
out such information.

“In particular, I don’t 
think we do a good job of 
letting people know what 
the city is doing,” he said.

Cohen said organizers 
of the campaign, which 
is being run jointly by the 
chamber and the Rutland 
Economic Development 
Corp., have discussed the 
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Sandri Shaw, of Rutland, poses for a photo at the BROC food shelf in Rutland on Wednesday. Shaw does community service hours as a requirement 
for financial assistance programs for her and her 2½-year-old son. The program was jeopardized during the recent federal government shutdown.

The Rutland skyline basks in the sun Wednesday. Here and throughout Vermont, the recent gov-
ernment shutdown brought to the forefront fears of losing 3SquaresVT and Reach Up benefits.
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Timothy Smith, assistant forester and arborist for Rutland, takes down an ash tree 
Wednesday morning on School Street.

ASH TREES COME DOWN REGIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN

See GMC, page  A5

See Food, page  A5

See Marketing, page  A5


