
“That was all people 

needed. It was as 

though lawmakers 

wanted to believe a 

liar as if his words 

were that mirage for 

which they thirsted.”

Editorial, A4

Measure advances
A bill to legalize recreational 

marijuana in New Hamp-

shire has gained preliminary 

approval although Gov. Chris 

Sununu has made it clear he 

will veto the measure.  A2

Paternity dispute
More court documents are 

filed in the case of a gyne-

cologist who is accused of 

impregnating a patient.  A3

Weapons bill
The Democratic-controlled 

U.S. House of Representa-

tives approved a bill calling 

for federal background 

checks for all gun sales and 

transfers. The bill now heads 

for the U.S. Senate.  A9
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Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Until April 15
FREE TAX HELP

Rutland AARP TaxAide offers free 

help with taxes for seniors and 

low-to-middle-income taxpayers, 

by appointment only. Call the RSVP 

& Volunteer Center at 775-8220, ext. 

106, visit: volunteersinvt.org/service/

rsvp-tax-program.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Mayoral hopeful Michel Messier 
talked about a lot of big ideas Wednes-
day, while Mayor David Allaire talked 
about how the city is run.

The duo met at PEG-TV for a live 
debate ahead of next week’s elec-
tion. It was hard to spot philosoph-
ical differences between the can-
didates. Both said they would vote 
“yes” on the city and school bud-
gets, as well as the two bonds on the 
city ballot. The main differences 

arose in the way 
they responded 
t o  q u e s t i o n s 
put to them by 
moderator Tom 
Donahue.

Asked if they 
would propose a 
local option tax, 
Allaire said he 
was against the 
idea when Michael Coppinger raised 
it in the 2017 mayoral race, but that 
it now appeared to be the only idea 

anyone has for 
boosting city rev-
enue that would 
bring in enough 
money to make a 
difference, mak-
ing it a necessary 
move if the city 
hopes to reduce 
property taxes.

“As much as I 
would like to see efficiencies in city 
government ... a lot of the costs are 
fixed,” he said. “A lot of the things 

we see on an ongoing basis are 
hard to reduce.”

Messier talked about the concept 
of matching use to revenue, such 
as paying for road work with gas 
taxes, and about tracking employee 
time spent on operations versus 
capital projects, for the duration 
of his time before Donahue pressed 
him for a specific answer. He then 
said he would not propose a local 
option tax.

Ideas abound at city debate
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A silhouette of a pedestrian crossing Grove Street stands out against the backdrop of streetlights on Merchants Row in Rutland on Wednesday 
night. With March around the corner, winter reappeared with a dusting of snow for the region.

Vt. eyes EV fee to fund paving
By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State officials 
are looking to charge owners of 
electric vehicles to help offset the 
losses the state has seen because 
people are driving more fuel-effi-
cient cars.

According to data from the 
Agency of Transportation, in 2005 

Vermonters used nearly 361 million 
gallons of gas. That number has 
declined ever since, and in 2018 
residents used about 45 million 
gallons less gas than in 2005.

While having more fuel efficient 
cars is good for the environment, 
officials said the drop in gas usage 
means the agency is getting less 
money to use on repairing roads 

and bridges. That’s because the 
state charges a tax on gas: less gas 
being purchased means less money 
coming in.

Chad Allen, director of the agen-
cy’s Asset Management Bureau, 
said AOT is bringing in about two-
thirds of the money it needs for the 
state’s infrastructure needs.

“Over time, you’re also seeing a 

loss in what your money is buying 
you because your needs are outpac-
ing your revenue sources,” Allen 
said.

He said the agency has had to 
divert funds from other projects, 
such as replacing guardrails and 
culverts, to paving projects because 

SHADOW MAN

Rutland 
remembers 
David Sagi

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

In 1988, David Sagi lost 
his seat on the Board of 
Aldermen.

He’d only had it for three 
months. Then-mayor Jeffrey 
Wennberg had 
appointed Sagi to 
fill a vacancy, but 
the voters decided 
not to leave him 
there. A month 
l a t e r,  a n o t h e r 
v a c a n c y  a r o s e 
and Wennberg 
appointed Sagi 
again.

“ A  H e r a l d 
reporter said, ‘He 
didn’t get elected — how 
many times are you going 
to appoint him,’” Wenn-
berg recalled Wednesday. 
“My response was ‘As many 
times as it takes for the vot-
ers to understand he’s the 
best person for the job.’ I 
was willing to do it 20 times 
if David would have it.”

Sagi, who died Wednes-
day, was re-elected in 1989 
and went on to serve for 
almost a decade, includ-
ing two terms as board 

president. He was also the 
state coordinator for the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act, a position he took 
after years of running the 
regional office of the Divi-
sion of Vocational Rehabili-

tation. Colleagues 
r e m e m b e r e d 
him for his polite 
determinat ion, 
which they said 
made him a pow-
er ful  force  for 
change in the city.

“He was always 
prepared,” said 
Board of Alder-
men Pres ident 
Sharon Davis, who 

served with Sagi when she 
first was elected as an alder-
woman. “I learned a lot 
from him. He was engaged. 
He knew the issues. ... He 
served the city very well.”

S a g i  w a s  w h e e l -
chair-bound after a para-
lyzing accident suffered in 
1971. Former mayor John 
Cassarino said they both 
worked at Central Vermont 
Public Service at the time, 

GOP brands Cohen a liar
By MARY CLARE JALONICK 

and MICHAEL R. SISAK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — In a 
damning depiction of Don-
ald Trump, the president’s 
former lawyer on Wednes-
day cast him as a racist and a 
con man who used his inner 
circle to cover up politically 
damaging allegations about 
sex, and lied throughout 

the 2016 election campaign 
about his business interests 
in Russia.

Michael Cohen, who 
previously pleaded guilty 
to lying to Congress, told 
lawmakers that Trump had 
advance knowledge and 
embraced the news that 
emails damaging to Hillary 
Clinton would be released 
dur ing the  campaign. 

But he also said he had 
no “direct evidence” that 
Trump or his aides colluded 
with Russia to get him 
elected, the primary ques-
tion of special counsel Rob-
ert Mueller’s investigation.

Cohen, shaking off inces-
sant criticism from Repub-
licans anxious to paint him 
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Bonnie Hanley, of Castleton Climate Solutions, picks up plastic bags and other debris 
alongside Clearwater Avenue in West Rutland on Wednesday afternoon. Hanley, who 
teaches nursing at Castleton University and had the day off, saw the debris caught 
in a fence between Clearwater Avenue and Business Route 4. Hanley said the plastic 
bags were expelled from a bag-recycling bin at Westway Shopping Center that blew 
over in Monday’s windstorm.
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FORMER TRUMP LAWYER TESTIFIES
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