
SUBSCRIBER

OF THE DAY

KENNETH 

FLOWERS

Castleton

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  HOT SPOT

 www.rutlandherald.com ◆ wednesday, december 11, 2019 ◆ Volume 159 • number 198 $1.00

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Obituaries A6

Business A7

Advice  A8

Comics A8

Crossword A8

Horoscope  A8

Calendar A9

Sports B1

Marketplace B5

Television B7

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � DEC. 10, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 1-1-5 and 6-3-9-3
Evening: 9-0-5 and 0-7-1-7
New York State
8-7-3 LS18 and 1-1-8-7 LS17

 � SUBSCRIBE
www.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS
news@rutlandherald.com
802-774-3026

Insta

High 32

Low 12

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Sunday
HOLIDAY POPS

With Chelsea Tipton as guest 

conductor, the VSO concert 

features the Bronze Ambassadors, 

award-winning student bell ring-

ers from Newport. 3 p.m. Paramount 

Theatre, 30 Center St., Rutland.

The Rutland Herald 

sports team welcomes 

incoming Sports Editor 

Adam Aucoin in a jump 

right into basketball 

season. You can find the 

podcast on the Rutland 

Herald website under 

the sports tab. as well as 

on the Herald’s Face-

book page, Twitter feed 

and featured in our Local 

Sports Headlines email 

newsletters. Questions 

about how to find any of 

these? Call George at 

774-3036.

House unveils two charges

Panel aims to reduce inequalities

Vote to decide property sale

City works out 
meter trouble

By LISA MASCARO 

and MARY CLARE JALONICK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — House Dem-
ocrats announced two articles of 
impeachment against President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday, declar-
ing he “betrayed the nation” with 
his actions toward Ukraine as they 
pushed toward historic proceed-
ings that are certain to help define 

his presidency and shape the 2020 
election.

The specific charges aimed at 
removing the 45th president of the 
U.S.: Abuse of power and obstruc-
tion of Congress.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, flanked 
by the chairmen of impeachment 
inquiry committees at the U.S. 
Capitol, said they were upholding 
their solemn oath to defend the 

Constitution. Trump responded 
angri ly  on Twitter :  “WITCH 
HUNT!”

Voting is expected in a matter 
of days by the Judiciary Commit-
tee, which begins deliberations 
Wednesday, and by Christmas in 
the full House. The charges, if 
approved, would then be sent to 
the Senate, where the Republi-
can majority would be unlikely to 

convict Trump, but not without a 
potentially bitter trial just as voters 
in Iowa and other early presidential 
primary states begin making their 
choices.

In the formal articles announced 
Tuesday, the Democrats said Trump 
enlisted a foreign power in “cor-
rupting” the U.S. election process 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A 10-page report pre-
sented to the Legislative 
Joint Justice Oversight 
Committee on Tuesday 
by members of the Racial 
Disparities in the Criminal 
and Juvenile Justice Sys-
tem Advisory Panel makes 

several recommendations 
for responding to what the 
panel clearly calls “white 
privilege.”

The report calls both 
white supremacy and white 
privilege “awful terms” but 
say they describe the “truest 
nature of the problem that 
all Vermonters face.”

“These are terms that 
in their fullest essence 
describe not merely simple 
costuming and the burning 
of crosses but rather a sys-
tem of unequal interaction 
that causes great and real 
pain to Vermonters. We call 
upon all persons of good 
will to do their best to rise 

above feelings of discom-
fort, alienation and pain to 
address white supremacy 
and white privilege and 
their effects,” the report 
said.

Etan Nasreddin-Longo, 
chairman of the racial 
disparities panel, on Tues-
day called the report “18 

months of hard work.”
“I know we’re all hoping 

it’s going to go much fur-
ther than just today,” he 
said.

Nasreddin-Longo said 
he expects the legislative 
committee will invite the 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

P R O C T O R  —  To w n 
Meeting Day will be the day 
voters decide whether they 
want to sell the Chittenden 
Watershed.

The Select Board opted 
to wait until the annual 
town meeting in March 
to seek voter input on the 
question they’ve been grap-
pling with for a few months 
now, rather than hold a spe-
cial vote in the meantime.

The Chittenden Water-
shed is a 1,600-acre piece 

of property in the town 
of Chittenden, owned by 
Proctor. It was bought from 
Chittenden in 1929 by the 
village of Proctor to protect 
what was then the public 
water supply. The town 
took ownership in 1966 
when it merged with the 
village. The town stopped 
using it for a water supply 
several years ago, but draws 
some income from logging 
contracts.

Town At torney  Alan 
George showed the board 
two draft articles the board 

could adopt and have on 
the ballot for Town Meet-
ing Day. He said one was 
worded better for non-at-
torneys, but each would 
allow for easements and 
the retaining of timber, 
water, and other rights. He 
said the board would have 
to vote on a final contract, 
and citizens could petition 
for a townwide vote on that 
should they wish.

Talk of sale came up 
in October when John 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

FATHOM Water Systems 
may be going out of business, 
but the other companies it 
worked with on behalf of the 
city are not.

The city had contracted 
with FATHOM to oversee the 
installation of the new smart 
meters on the Rutland water 
system and to then take over 
water and sewer billing. The 
process had a number of hic-
cups, including an erroneous 
bill run, and then FATHOM 
announced last month it was 
going out of business — an 
announcement that took city 
officials by surprise.

Public Works Commis-
sioner Jeffrey Wennberg had 
said previously that part of 
FATHOM’s appeal was that it 
packaged the services of sev-
eral other companies. In the 
past week, the city has started 
reaching agreements with 
those companies on its own.

“Based on the experience 
we’ve had with FATHOM, 
what we’ve decided going for-
ward, is we want to keep the 
stuff that’s working and work-
ing well for our customers, but 
anywhere the customers need 
something directly from the 
utility ... we’re bringing that 
100% back in-house in City 

Hall,” Wennberg said Tuesday.
The city has approved a 

$17,000 contract with WaterS-
mart software, which will 
continue to run the online 
portal for users to monitor 
their water use. It has also 
approved a memorandum of 
understanding with Advanced 
Utility Systems, which had pro-
vided billing software through 
FATHOM.

However, billing and other 
customer service will be han-
dled by City Hall, something 
Wennberg said the city had 
been considering before 
FATHOM announced its 
impending demise. Wennberg 
said FATHOM’s call center 
provided good customer ser-
vice, but too many of the calls 
required technical knowledge 
that saw them routed back to 
City Hall.

“We never eliminated any 
positions,” Wennberg said. 
“We were doing it before, and 
we’ll do it again. The treasur-
er’s office, likewise, will be 
processing all the payments. 
They will not be sent to some 
P.O. box in Philadelphia.”

Wennberg said the city 
is continuing to arrange its 
post-FATHOM future and 
will try to make the transi-
tion have as little impact on 
users as possible.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Old Glory waves in the wind on a breezy Tuesday afternoon at Strawberry Hill Farm on Route 74 in Shoreham.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Raindrops cling to pine needles on Monday afternoon in Pine Hill Park in Rutland City.
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